
Now it’s a fight to the 


Blair warns Labour 
as lead slips 


The election will be the last 
fought on ideology and politics as 

Well’ — Tony Blair yesterday 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Tony Blair last night presented 
the voters with the ‘'nightmare" 
prospect of a fifth-term Tory 
government, as one opinion 
poll showed Labour's lead slip- 

S 'ng into single figures - rein- 
rcing this week’s Independeni 
constituency survey findings 
that the election was still wide 
open. 

Repealing the message of 
Monday's Labour Party election 
broadcast, the Labour leader 
said during a visit to Luton: 
“You can wake up on May 2 to 
another five years of the most 
discredited, sleazy government, 
or you can wake' up to a fresh 
start under a new Labour gov- 
ernment." 

Reacting to the narrowing of 
one poll, by ICM for the 
Guardian newspaper, while an- 
other by Gallup for the Daily 
Telegraph confusingly showed 
Labour's lead over the Con- 
servatives widening to 21 points 
- an increase of five points since 
last week - Labour strategists 
decided lo unleash the dire 
warning of the consequences of 
more than 20 years of one-par- 
ty rule. 

Labour is warning that if the 
Tories are re-elected for a fifth 
term, the voters _can expect 
them to slap value-added tax on 
food, to sell off of old people ’s 
homes, and to abolish the state 
pension. 

“This is the fifth-term Tory 
threat from a re-elected Con- 
servative government and every 
voter shoujd bear this in mind 
when polling day comes on 
Thursday next week." the 
Labour Party's campaign man- 
ager Peter Mandelson. said 
eurUcr. 

But the friehteners were also 
being applied by the Conserv- 
atives. too, as both main ponies 
entered the final stages of a do- 



Dfre warning: As the ICM poll showed Labour’s support 


or-die campaign that will see the 
losing party - whether Conser- 
vative or Labour-become em- 
broiled in internal power 
struggles and bitter left-rigit re- 
crimination. 

In a Conservative election 
broadcast that was transmitted 
last night, Labour was depict- 
ed as a party that has severed 
all its roots' in its search for 
power. 

The party was shown as a tree 
without roots - unable to stand 
up to the first puff of wind. 

As workmen unsuccessfully 


try to keep the tree upright, a 
commentator says “A tree with- 
out roots cannot withstand the 
slightest pressure. Apartysritb- 
out roots doesn’t stand for any- 
thing and. doesn’t stand -for 
long... ; 

“Cutting off your roots, and 
ditching your principles may 
make you look electable, bci it’s 
very dangerous in government-" 

But Mr Blair yesterday, said 
he had been “squeezed’ be- 
tween forces that complained 
Labour was “principled but en- 
tirely unelectable" or electable 


g, Tbr^Btafr renunds voter s' they could wate up <m 2 Mgy to five more ‘sloazy’Tary yews Photograph: lan Wakfie/Reuters 
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' I ftfcs as well". - nfidties of left and right." 


But why is Tony 
Blair apeing Norman 
Tebbit? 

Andrew Marr, page . 

21 •• 


Election countdown, 
. ;V pages9-t3 
- Vanessa Redgrave. 
■ on her move to the 
lib Dems, page 21 


but unprincipled. Presenting lunch that next week’s election 
the possibility of an end of ide- was not just the last one of the 
oiogkal politics, Mr Blair said 20th century, but probably, also, 
at a London Press Club awards the last election to be fought on 


the basis of ideology and pol- 
itics as well". - ■•••> 

■ ■ . The Labour leader said that 
during the late 1960s Labour 
had “got stuck in dogma. and 
outdated ideology ... from 
which we spent fire next quar- 
ter of a century escaping. " . 

He said that the simplest 
way to explain what had hap- 
pened was to put it in person- 
al terms. 

“In a sense, I am modem 
man,” be said. “I am somebody 
of my own generation, a gen- 
eration that’s grown up without 


the tags of easy political sim- 
plicities of left and right." 

The battles between public 
and privat&searas, between the 
state and the market, between 
privatisation and nationalisa- 
tion, were things of the past 

“There’s nothing unprmci- 
pled about saying ttaaL That is 
the honest truth about the na- 
ture of the modem world, ” Mr 
Blair said; 

“New Labour is true to its val- 
ues, but applies those values in 
a different way to today’s world, 
that is, infect, where British pol- 


itics needs to be.” While insist- 
ing that be shared the same ba- 
sic values as Labour leaders of 
the past such as Keir Hardie, 
Clement Attlee and Harold 
Wilson, he that said he had “lib- 
erated" Labour from the old 
prescriptions. 

Mr Blair said: ‘The problem 
is that our. opponents would say, 
and -people say, if you don’t 
stahdfbr the past, youstand for 
nothing. That is the nonsense 
that isat the heart of the cam- 
- paign against us." 

He said that the elections of 
the future would be fought on 
.a completely different bass. 

' But that did not mean that there 
would be no battlegrounds. 

“The issues of isolationism 
versus internationalism wffl be 
a critical dividing line. The 
whole questioned the idea of so- 
rie^ versus a narrowform of in- 
dividualism, how we reform 
the welfare state ... 

The differences will be 
there, and they will be real, but 
they won’t be in the same way 
debated -and argued about as 
they havebeen." 

Joim Major, campaigning in 
Scotland, said he believed "the 
whole United Kingdom is im- 
mensely stronger because Scot- 
land is part of the UK and 
passionately believed that is 
where it should remain for the 
future". The Prime Minister 
said he believed in the Union 
was a matter of principle, 
whether or not there were a ma- 
jority of non-Tbiy MPs north of 
the border. 

“If we were going to go down 
the devolution route, and I un- 
derstand the proud aspirations 
of a proud nation ... we would 
be heading inexorably for a 
conflict between an Edinburgh 
parliament and a Westminster 
parliament and independence 
for Scotland and the break-up 
of the United Kingdom as we 
know iL" 


* If 
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Europe’s crime capital 



Major faces the figures Photograph: Russell Boyoei'Reuter 
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Crime in England and ^feks has 
risen at a faster rate jthan in any 
other European cottiliy during 
the past decade, according lo a 
report published today. 

England and Wales are far 
ahead of their nearest fellow 
member states id the crime 
boom sweeping the Continent 
The sheer scale of that crime 
wave will be revealed today with 
a report from Brussels showing 
that international fraud is cost- 
ing Europe up to £50bn a year. 

An additional investigation 
carried out on behalf of the Eu- 
ropean Commission found that 
new forms of high-tech crime 
ranging from mobile phone 
cloning to “cyber swindles" per- 
petrated against insurance com- 
panies, banks, investment firms 
and public agencies have 


evolved into a thriving business 
rivalling the narcotics trade. 

The findings follow a year- 
long muestifratiou by accountants 
Detoittc and louche which con- 
ducts that differences in the laws 
of the European Union member 
states and the complete absence 
of any effective judicial co- 
operation allow international 
fraud to prosper on such a vast 
scale. 

Details of the two reports 
emerged as the Tbries sought to 
take their Law-and-ocdcr pro- 
posals to the centre of the elec- 
tion campaign yesterday. 

John Major set himself a 
fresh targets on crime - so new 
that it did not appear in the Con- 
servative manifesto. The Prime 
Minister told the party’s daily 
election press conference that, 
if re-elected, he would deliver “a 
further reduction of 10 percent 
in recorded crime over the next 
Pariiamen t”; repealing the lOper 


cent fall in crime that had tak- 
en place over the last four yearc. 

But today’s analysis of official 
crime figures is an embarrass- 
ing reminder to the Tbries of 
their failure to control lawless- 
ness in the period from 1987 to 
1995. England and Wiles come 
top out of 10 countries, far 
ahead of nations such as France, 
the Netherlands, Greece, and 
Switzerland. Scotland had the 
lowest recorded increase. 

In the nine-year period end- 
ing in 1995 the number of 
crimes recorded in. England 
and Wiles rose by 31 per cent 
to 5.1 million. This was the high- 
est total of the 10 countries ex- 
amined in the Criminal Justice 
Matters magazine, although 
comparisons can be misleading 
because countries having dif- 
ferent recording methods. 

But the rate of increase far 
exceeded other countries which 
are often considered less law 


abiding, such as Greece and 
France. The Government will 
take comfort from the fact that 
recorded crime in England and 
Wales has dropped by 10 per 
cent in the past four years, al- 
though offences involves vio- 
lence continue to rise rapidly^ 

Dr Rpger Matthews, Read- 
er in Criminology at Middlesex 
University, who analysed each 
country’s official figures, said: 
‘T’articularly bad news for Eng- 
land and wiles is that not only 
lave we experienced the high- 
est increase in recorded crime 
over [that period] but that this 
increase has been associated 
with an increase in violent and 
serious crime." 

He argued that part of the 
reason for the high total in Eng- 
land and Whies was the large 
number of domestic burglaries 
and car crimes which have been 
running at twice the rates of oth- 
er European countries. 


Co-op break-up bid 

The tank* for control ot the Co- 
op took a fresh turn when it 
emerged that the Japanese bank 
Numura International had 
agreed to underwrite £l-2hn of 
debt funding lo back .Andrew' 
Regan’s break-up bid- Page 22 

ITV soap rows 

A row has broken out between 
ITV and the Independent Tele- 
vision Commission over criticism 
of the broadcaster’:* reliance 
on soap operas and drama last 
■-■car. Peter Rogers, the 1TC 
hief executive, told ITV: “The 
;it has got to slop." Page 3 


David Keys 

Archaeology Correspondent 

In what is being acclaimed as 
one of the archaeological finds 
of the century, the site of a roy- 
al tomb containing the remains 
of an Anglo Saxon king has 
been uncovered in the Mid- 
lands. 

.Academics believe the find, 
which includes the king's royal 
sword, helmet and ceremonial 
bowl, will shed new light on the 
social and economic status en- 


joyed by the large number of mi- 
nor monarch* who ruled sec- 
tions of England during the 
so-called Dark Ages, a period 
immortalised in the 8th centu- 
ry poem "Beowulf". 

It is only the second time this 
century thai srcfi a discovery has 
been made-. The only other ex- 
ample is the Anglo Saxon king's 
tomb - complete with royal 
helmet - found in 1939 at Sut- 
ton Hoc. Suffolk. 

The grave probably belonged 
to the ruler of a tinv kingdom 


which historians suspect exist- 
ed in the 6th and early 7th cen- 
turies. The tiny mini-state 
probably covered around 150 
square miles and might have 
been based at two early Anglo 
Saxon centres, Earls 'Barton 
and Yardlv Hastings in 
Northamptonshire. 

In the latest dig, a team led 
by archaeologist lan Meadows 
of Northamptonshire County 
Council unearthed a fine 90cm 
steel-surfaced iron sword and an 
iron helmet with nose guard. 


crescent-shaped cheek guards 
and a wild boar-shaped crest. 

The boar motif, a tradition- 
al indication of royalty., sym- 
bolised strength ana aggression 
and was the emblem of the An- 
glo Saxon god Frey. 

Anthony Read, antiquities 
conservator at Leicester City 
Museums, said: To find ad 
Anglo-Saxon helmet is a find of 
national importance - to find an 
Anglo-Saxon helmet with a 
boar crest on it is of interna- 
tional significance." 



Saxon crown: the helmet 
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The new 
Armada 1500. 

There’s one 
feature we’ve 
skimped on. 


£1199+VAT (£1409 incl.VAT) 


The- new Armada 1500 range from Compaq — 
highly featured all-in-one notebooks at notably 
low prices. Apart from core features, like a fast 
Intel Pentium* processor and 16 MB RAM, 
these notebooks (including the Armada 1510) 
boast a wealth of fully integrated • 
extras such as an AC adaptor. The yrjd 
Armada 1520D even incorporates a /pjj^jgl 
10 speed CD-ROM. Quite simply y *^ V 
you get everything you- need in pentium* 
one package at a cracking little ■•o' 

price. For your brochure pack please phone: 
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Ferries turn back as French 
fishermen blockade Calais 

Hundreds of British travellers were forced to abandon their trips 
and turn back yesterday after French fishermen blockaded the port 
of Calais- 

Two PifcO ferries. The Pride of Kent and The Pride of Cakds , 
turned round in the Channel to take their 600 passengers back to 
Dover. But The Pride of Dover managed to break through. The ship 
had been stuck in Calais as Che dozen or so fishermen's boats were 
lined up along the mouth of the port. There were reports of similar 
incidents at Boulogne and Dunkirk. 

A P&O spokeswoman said; “We believe h is a 24-hour protest 
and are hoping it will end sooner ... From what 1 gather, drey are 
protesting at an EU directive telling them to increase the size of 
the holes in their fishing nets." Police in Kent set up emergency 
stopping points on roads leading into Dover to forestall ferry 
traffic. About 2.000 lorries travel between Dover and Calais daily 
and the fishermen’s action was condemned by the Freight 
Transport Association. Members are due to hand a giant invoice 
for 800m French francs (f 100m) to the French embassy tomorrow 
for money owed to the UK and to European lorry drivers from 
November s lorry drivers' blockade of Calais. Ran deep Ramesti 

Inquiry into radioactivity scare 

An investigation into a leak of radioactive waste was under way 
yesterday after a container was damaged en route horn 
Trawsfynydd nuclear power station to the national waste repository 
150 miles away at Drigg in Cumbria. 

Magnox Electric, which operates the North Wales plant, maintains 
that the container was in good order before starting the 150 mile 
road journey earlier this month. On arrival at Drigg it was found to 
have radiation levels in excess of those permitted by operating 
regulations. Trawslynydd was dosed more than three yean ago on 
safety grounds. It is currently being decommissioned, a process 
expected to last until the end of the century. Tony Heath 

Father’s outrage over lawyer claim 

A French lawyer last night 

ggljjKr f r wH stood by his claim that Caroline 

schoolgirl who was raped and 
murdered on a school trip to 
Brittany, probably knew her 
killer and let him into the 

Bfty youth hostel where she died.- 

K/jRV ^ M But Pierre Gonzalez de 

Kft&g,; *0*'* Gaspard admitted it was not 

. JjB possible for him to be certain 

' Cornwall had consented to sex 

(*V with her killer. Caroline’s 

1 father, John Dickinson, from 

Bodmin, reacted with outrage yesterday to the lawyer's claim in the 
newspaper France -So’ir that bis daughter died “during what she 
thought was an act of love". “She is not here to defend herself,” he 
said. Caroline was murdered in a tiny shared dormitory in the village 
of Pleine Fbugeres, Brittany, on 18 July last year during a trip with 
fellow pupils horn Launceston Community College, Cornwall. 

GP charged with telling tales 

A pub relief manager told a disciplinary hearing yesterday he was 
left “shocked and embarrassed" when a GP revealed intimate 
medical details about the licensee and bis wife to staff and 
customers in a tiny back bar. 

Robert Shephard told the General Medical Council's professional 
conduct committee that Dr Norman Shannon, 54, told - in a loud 
voice - that Mrs A had had artificial insemination. He also claimed 
that the GP, of Water Orton, Birmingham, spoke of Mr A, who was 
away from work on sick leave, as having “stress-related problems". 

Dr Shannon denies disclosing to Mr Shephard confidential details 
relating to Mr and Mis As medical histories without their consent 
and in a voice loud enough to be overheard by other customers and 
staff at the Cock Inn in Wishaw, Warwickshire. 

Junior doctor dies of Aids 

An inquest verdict of natural causes was yesterday recorded on a 
2S-year-oId junior doctor who died from Aids after working at 
three UK hospitals. Olukayode Fasawe, from Nigeria, was found 
dead in hospital accommodation in' February, six days after going sick 
at the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital The jury at the hearing in 
Collumpion, Devon, found that post-mortem findings were 
consistent with homosexual activity. The doctor also worked at the 
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, Shropshire, and Frimley Park hospital 
Camberley. Surrey. Patients treated by Dr Fasawe, and considered at 
risk, have been contacted and offered HTV screening. 
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If you work from home, then you’ll find 
that the Brother MFC-9000 - with five 
essential office functions packed into one 
compact machine - is the business. 

Better still, it's high quality business. For 
while we’ve made sure that the MFC-9000 
occupies very little space, we haven’t cut 
comers in the level of its performance. 
However, what we have cut are your 
operating costs with our high speed modem 
and low pneed consumables. 

And all you need to get your business 
centre up and running is simply one plug 
socket, one telephone socket (no need for a 
separate phone line} and a PC connection. 

To do the business, ring the number 
shown for more details. 

brother. 

More than just features 

Broitwr u K. Ufl, Autfcnihaw, Manchester M3* 5JD. 
ErKher Inipmaiergl Corporation, Nagoya, Japan. 
MtesChiik brother co uk hrtptfvnMbTOthcr.com 
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•9 pages per nunute print speed 
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•OCR Software aflows scanned 
documents to he edited 
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‘Penthouse’ tests 
limits of Kohl’s 
sense of humour 

Helmut Kohl is not averse to a bft of fun. 
After all, he can even laugh at pictures de- 
picting him as Europe's puppet-master. 
Clearly, however, there is a limit to his 
keen sense of humour. That boundary ap- 
pears to have been crossed by Penthouse 
magazine, which is being sued for its por- 
trayal of the Chancellor's wife, Hanneiore. 

In a writ peppered with words such as 
“insult” , “disparagement” and "invasion 
of privacy", Mr Kohl is demanding 
DM100,000 from Penthouse’s German 
publishers. The case is yet to reach 
court, but the First Couple (right) have al- 
ready slammed an injunction on the com- 
pany, preventing resale of the offending 
Image. 

The object of their displeasure is a car- 
toon showing Mr Kohl at the wheel of his 
official lima - so far so good - and his 
wife rising above the bonnet This being 
a men's magazine, it is Hannelore’s am- 
ple beauty which catches the reader’s 
eye. The First Lady turns out to be the 
emblem protruding from the radiator 
grille. She is wearing nothing more than a 
pair of blue leather gloves, a string of 
pearls and a tassel across her shoulder. 



One can understand that Mrs Kohl, a 
traditional mother who likes to be pho- 
tographed feeding her husband or cute 
animals, would prefer not to appear as a 
Penthouse pin-up at her mature age. But 
when the couple took their complaint to 
Germany’s Press Council, they wqrrea 
laughed out of court The august body 
ruled that the cartoon was an example of 
“satire”, a genre the Chancellor has 
found hard to appreciate in the past 
So unless a settlement is reach end, the 
courts must now decide whether this is 
Indeed a laughing matter. Imre Karacs 


Farmer’s eggstraordinary success 
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Why did the Essex chicken fanner cross 
the Atlantic? Because there was a 3,000- 
strong reception, stretch limo and state 
troopers on the other side. 

BBI Brown found fame when his chick- 
ens started laying misshaped eggs. 

There were flat-bottomed ones, pear- 
shaped ones, banana-shaped ones and 
wrinkled ones; square ones, indented 
ones and one-irtside-th e-other ones. 

it was a straightforward case of cause 
and effect - or chicken farmer and egg, 
even. 

RAF aircrafts fly over a farni at 600mph, 
only 25ft from the ground, prompting chick- 
ens to lay eggs In all shapes and sizes. Re- 
porters at Mtssissippf’s Radio Miss 103 get 
wind of the goings-on at Thorpe Road 
Chicken Farm, in Little Clacton, Essex, and 
hey presto, Mr Brown becomes “Unde 
EBir, international commentator; charity 
worker and honorary ambassador; 


"I insult the Americans left, right and 
centre,” said Mr Brown, 59, yesterday, ex- 
plaining why he is such a big hit in th'e 
US. “I ten them how tight they are. I say: 
■You people don’t know if there’s another 
world out there. You go over the border 
and you get a nose bfeecT. • 

“And I get a little bit saucy sometimes. 
One morning, on air, I said: 'Cor, ain’t ii[ 
bloody hot' The radio station was • f 
jammed with people ringing up asking 1 
me to say: ‘bloody* again." ■ • • 

The locals can’t get enough of hinvhsp- 
says. “ffs embarrassing,* he said, “1 walk 
into a restaurant and before I've sat down 
there's a placard in the Window' saying: \ 
'Uncte Blirs eating in the house.’”. ‘ y 1 
In just an hour and a half, he can false l 
£65,000 for charfty.HIs artiy. regret faSrafj 
his broadcasts doesn't work flreaamli 
wonders back home, "ft’s a shame i have I 
to go 6,000 miles to do it” Clare Garner) 




HEALTH 

Artificial heart programme 
halted after trials setback 

Britain's heart t^splamprq— 

o/a'mcchanital device 


maatea mto me cn^ , anamr t0 ltc 

S££ , 

«on*k«d 

* tohn Wallworic, director of transplanted™ at • 

there had been difficulties in recruiting smtebtepationtsanu 
worries about the device. ‘We now reaSsetbat the technofow vva? ' 
not quite up to it," he said. However, the hospital remained 
interested m trying new devices. , , 

The decision is the second blow to the heart transplant 
programme this year. Hopes that animals might pr^^ an 
SteKre supply of organs were dashed when the <^crnmem 
imposed a moratorium on e^wnments u»p 8 hearts tanody 
bredpigs until more research has been done on the^wthmu^ 
roidd transmit disease. Jeremy Laurence 


GENETICS 

Cloned sheep can reproduce 

Scottish scientists expect to hear the datter of thy dotted hooves 
next month, following the news that the two sheep cloned before 
Dolly are pregnant. Morag and Megan, the two-yearKrfd sheep 
which were produced by cloning from embryo c^- rather A* a 
tail-grown adult, as Dolly was - are due to Pf* biXth 

Edinburgh, which announced the cloning of Doily in February. 
“It’s a further demonstration that these sheep are perfectly 
normal” said Dr Harry Griffin, one of the project members. 
Morag and Megan mated normally; which means that their ^ 
offspring will not be identical, as their genes will have mixed with 
the lambs’ tether’s. 

Dotty, the world’s first done 
from, an adult cell, is now nine 
months old, and will probably 
be mated early next yeatSome 
scientists had speculated that 
Dolls unlike Morag and 
Megan, might have a shortened 
lifespan, because the cells used 
to done her came from a six- 
year-old sheep -comparatively 
old in ovine terms. There were 
also questions about whether 
the cells’ DNA blueprint might 
have been damaged in those six 
years, possibly gmng rise to 
cancers.' 

Charles Artfos.tr 


MOTORSPORT 

Chequered flag for men-only racing 

Women should be in the driving seat of Formula One radag cars, 
rather than acting as "brolly dollies” for men on the winner's 
podium, the RAC said yesterday. . 

The machismo world of motor sports has long seemed closed to 
women drivers. Despite no formal bar to entiy, only 2 per cent of 
. dryers ytao hold rampetitive motor sport licences m Britain are 
• women. - — : • * ■ • 

“There is no discrimination In the sport so why not many ladies 
race is a bit of a mystery," said a spokesman for the RAC Motor 
Sports Association. "We do have one lady racing in Formula 3. but 
on a statistical basis there ought to be seven or eight of them," he 
added. 

The RAC said the split among teenage boys and girls competing 
in karting was about 50/50, and it could not explain why girls gave 
up motor sports when they were older. Ran deep Ramesh 


MEDIA 

Sex article falls foul of guidelines 

A feature in a magazine for teenage girls, headlined “I Slept with 
40 Bqys in Three Months” has fallen foul of the new body set up to 
monitor the content of snefa publications. 

Sugar, a wildly successful magazine that has revolutionised the 
girls’ magazine market, was found to have "suggested that 
promiscuous behaviour was acceptable and something to boast 
about? 1 by the Teenage Magazine Arbitration Panel. 

The panel also upheld complaints relating to a letter; published 
by the magazine, about lesbianism. 

The complaints were made by Peter Luff the Tory MP for Mld- 
Worcestershire. Mr Luff was instr umental in setting op the 
Arbitration Panel He said yesterday: "This was my first 
exploratory complaint to the panel. U shows that the panel will do 
its job if people use iL” 

Sugar was launched in the UK three years ago. It was designed 
as a younger version of monthly grown-up glossies like ; ' 
Cosmopolitan or Marie Qaire nd its sales have exploded so that 
other publishers have copied its formula. Raul McCann 


TRAINING 

No substitute for the real thing 

Workers learn more from on-the-job training than by attending 
courses or reading books, according to a new Employment guide 
published yesterday. 

The Institute of Personnel and Development said training { 

conducted by a manager, supervisor or colleague was vital in 
developing s kills and improving an organisation’s performance. 

But policy adviser Mike Cannell said on-the-job training should 
be taken more seriously by employers. 

“Too many companies allow on-the-job training to be carried out 
in a way which does not make the most of its potential, despite the 
fact that It can be an extremely cost-effective resource," he said. 
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the raw material for UK newspapers ,r% 
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Kayanagh QC: Drama serials 

dominating schedules 


P«*uf McCann 

. Media Correspondent 

The Independent Television 
Commission yesterday criti- 
cised ITV for relying too heav- 
ily on soap crperas and drama 
to bolster ratings; prompting a 
swift and furious response from 
the broadcaster. 

Peter Rogere, the ITC chief 
executive, in an unexpectedly 
hard-Mttmg review of TTV*s 
1996 performance, said “the rot 
has gpt to stop” because of the 
channel’s mcreasiixg use of 
soaps and drama serials sich as 
Cracker and KavmuqghQC to fill 
its schedule. 

But Nick Elliott, nVs head 


Of drama , hit ; 

describing its conclusions as a 
throwback to atioie when reg- 


is a kick in the teeth/’ said Mr 
Elltait yesterday. ^tkhma does 
wiyweJI and it seems to me that 
they have a problem vfeh us do- 
ing well: that they want us da 
less weJL Why aren’t they do- 
ii^somethmgaboM Channel 5 

bemgso tacky andUtmning old 

films every aught at ^o’clock?” 
The rrCTs t^ncern was 
prompted by IT? mcreasing 
Coronation Street to four times 
a week last year aa$ fynmerdalc 
to three times .a week at the 
expense of documentaries, arts 


programmes and children’s 
drama. It also pointed, out that 
dramas can men ran seven 
rights a week, at 9pm. 

The effect of all this drama 
was a fall in the channel’s doc- 


programming on nv 
. from one hour a week in 15 
to 40 minutes in 1996. 

Artsprogramnies fell from an 
average of 33 minutes per week 
to 31 and children’s drama fell 


6 There’s unease about the hours 
being devoted to serials 9 


quire a large commitment from 
viewers ami there is some un- 
ease about Lbc sheer number of 
boors devoted to serials.” 

Mr Rogers said there “would 
be trouble” if ITV did not di- 
ver^ away finomiis reliance cm 
dr ama: “We want to see the 


umentary output The number 
of Network First current affairs 
documentaries was halved to 18 
across the year arid led to the 
average amount of documentaiy 


by six minutes a week to one 
hour and 10 minutes. 

H I don’t mind being accused 
of being high-minded," said 
Mr Rogers. “Soap operas re- 


Comedy vras also highlight- 
ed as an area of weakness for 
the network as a whole and the 
ITC asked the channel to make 
room for innovation even if 
meant poshing out popular dra- 
mas. 

Much of the quality of TTV’s 
output was praised. It Hked the 
Jimmy McGovern drama Hills- 
borough, and other pro- 


r in the Future, Savage Skies 
and coverage of the European 
football championships. 

The ITC was especially 
pleased that violence screened 
before the watershed was 
halved and that screened be- 
tween 9pm and midnight was 
cut by a third. 

Channel 4 emerged hugely 
unscathed from the review, al- 
though The Girlie Show was sin- 
gled out as “open to charges of 
crudeness ana superficiality'’. It 
also noted the failure of Gaby 
Rasim's chat show and was 
worried about an increase in re- 
peats which went up by I per 
cent to 43 percent of itsoutpuL 



Gaby Rosliru Show was one 
of few Mack marks for C4 



Gerard iBurtca 


Jim Woti ds, a water bailiff, 
was one of the strongest 
backers of the campaign to 
bring television to the remote 
Scottish highland village of 
Glenliviet. But now be is 
concerned about what his 
children are watching. 

Like more than 100 of his 
neighbours, Mr Woods bas 
only been able to watch ; 
television for the past four 
weeks f since; after several 
years df campaigning and 
fundraising, a powerful new 
transmitter vras sited above 
the village. ' ■ . 

Some have welcomed its. ’ 
arrival with open ami 1 _ 
Others, including Mr Woods, 
have been shocked by the 
programmes being beamed 
into their homes. • 

“During the first weeks** . : 
scanned through! qinte a Tbt 
and I was absolutely shocked 


at what was on offer. There is 
far too much smut and sex, 
even in the early evenings, 
and late at night it is not for 
off pornography," be said. 

"■Blind Date, fat example, 
shows scantily dressed girls 
giggling over questions which 
are afi about sex. Thisjust 
sends out a message to 
children that they have to 
dress like tarts if they want to 
be noticed. 

“Now the rule is that the 
remote control stays beside 
my chair and if I don't like 
what the girls 'are watching it 
gets switched over. We are 
not going to discard our 
family values just because we 
have a television.’’ 

Not everyone is suffering 
from culture shock. James 
Grant gets up every morning 
at six to watch the breakfast ” 
news.. Often heis still tired 
from'Watduhg the late film on 
Channel 4 the previous right. • 
■ . . ■ • 



Mixed reception: Hie Woods family walking in the hills which until a month ago prevented television broadcasts reaching their village of Glenfivet 


Photograph: Rater Jolly 


The arrival of a free 
televition from a local 
pensioners' charity has 
transformed James's life. 
Since his wife died nine years 
pgo he has lived alone in_a 
little stone cottage on the 
outskirts of Glexdivei, nestling 
among the wild moors. 

*116 has 1 now become an 


- avid follower of a host of soap 
operas, quiz shows. ~ 
documentaries and current 
affairs programmes. 

“I spend a good few hours 
every day with the television,” 
he said- “T don’t really think 
about what 1 am going to 
watch. 1 just take it as it 
comes. Sometimes if there is - 


something good on 1 will stay 
up after midnight to watch it, 
but I am always up for the 
news first thing in the 
morning. The television is very 
good for the election. IJike 
hearingthe politician^ views 
and what they plan to do.” 
.Until just one .month ago 
Jam® wed to spend his 


evenings alone playing the 
fiddle and the piano, but now 
he is too busy for this. “If the 
television wasn’t here I’d just 
be counting my fingers every 
, evening. There is not a lot to 
be done here once I have fed 
the hens and the dogs.” 
Jimmy limes, 46, has not 
bad time to watch anything 


himself. But he notices his 
children crowding around the 
television at mealtimes. 

“My sons watch more TV 
now that they can see what is 
happening. They have been 
following the snooker 
because they can see what 
colour the balk are," he said. 

Chris Burns, the former 


headmaster of the local 
primary school, is delighted 
that he can now be sure of 
seeing both legs of important 
European football matches. 

He said that before the 
transmitter arrived, “you 
could watch the first episode 
of a series but you could never 
be sure of seeing [the] end." 


Black frost casts its shadow over Cotes du-Rhone 


John UcMiefd 

Paris . . 


One week ago all seemed 
sleepily content in the 
prosperous hill villages west of 
Avignon where some of the 
cheaper brands of Cotes-du- 
Rhone arc produced. 

. The vineyards, as precise 
and peaceful as military 
cemeteries, were lush with 
leaves; After an exceptionally 
warm and thy spring, the vines 
were three weeks ahead of 
their normal growth. A big 
1997 harvest, and a §ood, 
strong vintage, seemed likely. 


- That was a week ago. Ttoo 
days later the overnight tem- 
perature across a crescent- 
shaped swathe of the Bench 
south, from the Rhfae valley 
to Provence, feD to between 
four and seven degrees below 
freezing 

Tt was not an especially late 
frost but it was an' especially 
severe one. Severe enough to 
devastate thousands of 
hectares of vines and fruit 
trees. The locals call it a “black 
frosr”; intense cold, followed 
by bright sun&ine, which toms 
thegnnw^d»ots<tftiievmes 
to powder. Up to six million 


bottles of wine may-have been 
wiped put 

The south era part, of the 
G3tes-du-Rh6ne “appellation 
contrflI6e” area has been 

r baefly stricken. One 
.. Suze-la-Rpusse, has 
lost 95 per cent of this year’s 
crop: In the Gard deparLenj6nt 
40 per cent df the vines have 
been damaged beyond re- 
covery until next year. 

Paul Givaudean, mayor of 
Cavjllargues, in the Card, 
said: “If 5 a disaster: We have 
seen nothing of the kind for 50 
years: Some of our C6tes-du- 
Rhfine wiU recover, but the vin 


ordinaire is 80 or 90 per cent 
gOQe. And the fruit trees are 
dramatically affected.” 

Further south and east, 
around Toulon, the toll is 
almost as great: an 80 per 
cent loss of fie table wine crop, 
20 percent losses of vegetables 
and fruits, especially apricots 
and strawberries. 

The better known, and more 
expensive, varieties of G3tes- 
du-RhOne, nearer the river 
valley itself, such as 
Ch fit eaun e uf-du - Pape and 
Crozes-Hermitages have also 
been damaged, but not as bad- 
ly as in the hill villages. 


Since a similar late frost in 
1991, producers of the more 
costly types of wine have 
invested in very expensive 
heating systems to prevent the 
ground temperature from 
falling below minus 2C, the 
critical point for the growing 
shoots. 

Although the extent of the 
devastation may not be as 
great as first feared, fanners 
organisations in the south are 
saying it is the worst calamity 
since May 1945. They are 
already preparing their claims 
for government, and EU, 
compensation. 


The great freeze of 1991 
caused enormous disruptions 
to the wine market, sending 
prices zooming, then faffing. As 
a result, strategic stocks have 
been created to even out the 
effect of future shortages. The 
impact on shop prices may, 
therefore, be slight But the in- 
come of the smaller producers 
- even with compoosation - 
will take a severe hit in about 
two years' time. 

And the worst may not yet 
be oyer. Meteorologists were 
forecasting another severe 
frost in the French south east 
in the course of last night. 



Fine whine: 95 per cent of the crop has been destroyed 
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Bridgewater 
appeal is told of 
forged evidence 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

A falsified statement in the 
1978 Carl Bridgewater murder 

investigation was almost cer- 
tainly the work of police officer*, 
an expert Crown witness con- 
axled yesterday in the Court of 
Appeal. 

Dr Robert Hardcastle, an 
expert in document analysis, 
also agreed that a purported 
confession extracted from the 
late Patrick Molloy would have 
had to be recorded at an un- 
usually high speed if the tunings 
on the' document were accurate. 

The developments came on 
the second day of the appeal on 
behalf of the Bridgewater Four 
against their 1979 convictions 
for the killing of the 13-year-old, 
newspaper delivery boy which 
were based largely on the Mol- 
Ipy “confession”. 

Michael Mansfield QG coun- 
sel for Mr Molloy, told Lord Jus- 
tice Roch and Mr Justices 
Hidden and Mitchell that Re- 
gional Crime Squad detectives 
had not given a true version of 
how the crucial confession state- 
ment had been obtained and 
that Mr Molloy. a “victim of op- 
pressive questioning by the po- 
lice which finally broke his wul”, 
had been denied access to a 


lawyer until after he was 
charged with murder. 

James Robinson, 63, and 
cousins Michael Hickey, 35, 
and Vincent Hickey, 42, are on 
unconditional bail after an 
18-year campaign to clear their 
names but want their convic- 
tions formally quashed by the 
Court of Appeal 
Dr Hardcastle, who was con- 
sulted by Merseyside police 
during earlier inquiries into 
the case and called as a Crown 
witness yesterday, was ques- 
tioned over an electro-static 
deposition analysis fEsda) test 
he had conducted in relation to 
the statement purportedly from 
Vincent Hickey which Mr 
Mansfield c laims police used as 
part of a deliberate strategy to 
provoke Mr Molloy into con- 
fessing. The test, which shows 
up indentations of writing, re- 
vealed that the statement had 
been written on paper resting 
immediately on top of the “con- 
fession”, the crucial exhibit 54 
in tiie 1979 trial 
Dr Hardcastle said after 
checking the handwriting of a 
number of officers, that the writ- 
ing of Det Con Graham Leeke 
on the portion of the statement 
that had been preserved was the 
closest to the indentations on 
exhibit 54. Asked by Mr Mans- 


field whether be agreed with 
Robert Radley, the independent 
expert called by the appellants, 
that the evidence was consistent 
with it having been written by 
DC Leeke, Dr Hardcastle 
replied: “Yes”. He also said the 
signature in the impressions 
was different from Vincent 
Hickey's and, again agreeing 
with Mr Radley's evidence, said 
the writing of Det COn John 
Perkins was closest. 

According to the officers’ 
version of events, Mr Molloy 
made the confession during an 
interview with DCs Perkins and 
Leeke between 3.40 and 4pm on 
19 December 1978, with Det Sgt 
John Robbins taking notes. The 
confession was then dictated, 
written, signed and read bade 
between 4pm and 4.20pm. 

Dr Hardcastle told the court 
that be had researched the 
speed at which writing could be 
made during police interviews, 
and had found variations from 
44 to 155 characters per min ute, 
ff the timings in police records 
were accurate the statement 
from Mr Molloy would have to 
be recorded at 170 characters 
a minute but this, Mr Mansfield 
told the court, took no account 
of the fact that Mr Molloy was 
a slow speaker and pauses. 

The appeal continues. 
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Hide and seek: A curious crowd of onlookers gather to watch as a peaoock_ “PS?” Pl ph3& 

Kew Gardens in west London. But the grand display hides another bud cheekily taking food from a visitor t0 ^ rap • 
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Famine has its chips 
with suicidal potato 
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Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

Potatoes could soon have an 
effective defence mechanism 
against the fungus which caused 
the Irish famine 150 years ago: 
self-destruction. 

Scientists at the Plant Breed- 
ing Institute in Gologne, Ger? 
many, are using genetic 
engineering to give potato 
plants a “suicide pill" which - 
would be activated when they 
are infected by the parasitic fun- 
gus p/mop/u&ora infesitms, bet- . 
ter known to fanners as Late 
Blight 

The result would be that al- 
though parts of the plant -pos- 
sibly including some or all of its 
potatoes - would die, the in- 
fection would be contained. 

Late Blight is a huge problem 
for fanners, causing an esti- 
mated £10bn crop loss annual- 
ly and affecting 20 per cent of 
the world crop. It is also mu- 
tating into more aggressive 
forms, which are being spread 
internationally by imports to 
countries which suffer under- 
production due to drought 

The new technique adds a 
gene that produces the enzyme 
baroase, which is a potent de- 
stroyer of essential nudeic acids 



within cells. “It's lethal if it's 
inside a cell,'’ said Professor 
Alan Fbrsht, of the Cambridge 
Centre for Protein Engineering. 
“In nature, there’s usually an 
inhibitor called barstar which 
prevents it functioning.” 
Baroase is normally pro- 
duced by a plant bacterium, 
which uses it to gather nucleic 
add constituents from plants it 
infects, so that it can reproduce. 
But the Cologne team is adding 
the gene for the enzyme to 
strains of potato plants. Nor- 
mally when a plant is infected 
by the Late Blight fungus it 
starts to fight back in a limited 


form. The altered plants pro- 
duce baroase in the cells of 
affected leaves, killing off those 
cells and effectively isolating the 
fungus. However, when used in 
food and other products they 
would be indistinguishable from 
standard potatoes. 

“It's really rather clever," 
said Professor FershL “Its like 
apoptosis, the process of pro- 
grammed cell death that you get 
in a normal cell when its DNA 
is damaged.” 

Trials of the transgenic pota- 
toes are now under way in Ger- 
many, where they are scheduled 
to last until 1999. 
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Alan Mirdoch 

Dublin 

Supermarket magnate Ben 
Dunne dropped in for a cup of 
tea with former Irish prime 
minister Charles Haoghey after 
a game of golf, banded him 
three bank drafts worth 
£210,000 made out in fictitious 
names and said “Here’s some- 
thing for yourself" the pay- 
ments to politicians inquiry in 
Dublin was told yesterday. 

Mr Haughey had replied 
“Thanks, big -fella," the 
businessman recalled during 
questioning at the second day of 
hearings at the judicial trib unal. 

The exchange took place at 
Lhe Thoiseach's Kinsealy 
mansion late in 1991. Dunne 
said he had the drafts from an 
Isle of Man bank with him in his 
pocket for “personal use “ 
possibly a family matter. 

“I was playing golf in Baltrav 
and was very conscious of (the 
drafts) ” Mr Donne said. “Later 
I rang Charlie Haughey and 
said: ‘I would like to drop in for 

a cup of tea with you’. 

. “ At Kinsealy I got the 
impression that he was just not 
himself;" Dunne recalled. The 
Taoiseach had seemed very 
depressed. “Under no circum- 
stances did Mr Haughey ask (for 
money) or in any way say ‘times 
are rough,' nothing like that.*' 
he said. 

The 1991 payments followed 
earliCT funds to help Mr 
Haughey pay off huge debts 
““PUP* 1 intermediaries 
mdudmg John Furze, a Cayman 
Islands financier. Initial pay- 
ment of £500,000 in July l^g 
was followed by £150,000 and 


£200,000 in 1989 and 1990. 

Mr Dunne said he was told 
Mr Haughey’s debts were 
£700,000, but assumed his aid 
would reach £lm. 

Mr Haughey, who has 
declined to be legally repre- 
sented at the tribunal, has denied 
receiving funds from Dunnes 
Stores or an associate company. 
The tribunal heard that when dis- 
covery was sought of his bank 
account details between 1987 and 
1991 Mr Haughey provided only 


his wife's building society account 
book and correspondence with 
Dunnes Stores' solicitors in 
which he also rejected lhe claims. 

Mr Dunne agreed with coun- 
sel for the tribunal. Michael 
Collins, that Mr Haughey never 
intervened on hs or his family's 
behalf with any state body. 

Earlier it was revealed that 
Mr Dunne's informal generos- 
ity had helped several parties, 
including Ihoiseach John 
Bruton’s Fine Gael-party. 


DAILY POEM 


The End of Fear 

By Ruth Pitter 

Wien a man has cast out fear 
All is indifferent, and dear. 

When desire has fled awt ry 
Then the little mice can play. 

Leaning against the cedar's hark. 

Or on a bear’s neck in the dark, 

Or lying in the mighty grass, 

He is saved from what he wbs. 

He can lay his head upon 
Another's bosom, or a stone, 

And the stone is well beloved, 

And the breast by love unmoved 

The flesh uncursed and the stone Mist. 
The breast a stone \ the stone a breast 

Today's poem, from the anthology Bank A 


[£9.50, wst- 

Eseter, P. c : 


- r v«uk| ouiu uo* auuiuiw V". flP 

free, from Stride Publications at 11 SyfvanRoatiExete^,^ 
von EX46EW),isby the first woman ^ tawinJlB-Q9^ s {j2[r 
Medal for Poetiy, in 1955. Ruth Pitter died, aged 93. m 
her collected poems are published by Eifitharjnou ..t • 







... ¥ 

t % 





;-'. r grounds oi 


1 


y . ' > 1 : : '. 


^ ... 




t 


to become a father 


Mcbael Streeter 

Campaigners for equal rights for 
transsexuals suffered a double 
blowyesTcrday after European 
judges rejected a lecturer’s 
claim to be recognised as the la- 
ther of his partner’s children. 

- ThaEuropean Ctonn of Hu- 
man Rights backed the United 
Kingdom’s right not to regard 
Stephen Whittle as a father - 
even though he bad been in a 
stable relationship with the 
mother of the four children for 
eight years - because he had 
been-bom a woman. 

.After the ruling, a disap- 
pointed Dr Whittle, from Man- 
chester, held out the hope that 
a Labour government would 
amend the hew, telling BBC Ra- 
dio 4’s Today programme: 
“They (Labour) have offered a 
pledge to take the. matter on 
board ... Pm sure we will see 
some change in the law." 

However, within hours of 
the decision a Labour spokes- 
woman told The Independent 
“We have no plans to change 
the law in this area at all.” 

Campaigners saw this as are- 
buff by the party - possibly dic- 
tated by electoral concerns - 
following “private - * assurances 
in the past it would be sympa- 
thetic to their claims, and the 
party’s support for a Private 
Member's Bill on the subject 
last year. 

However I> Whittle, who un- 
derwent surgery 20 years ago. 


said the pressure of litigation 
would continue, even ifromgh his 
own case had reached the end 
of the legal fine. 

“More and more people are 


court demanding ultimate 
recognition. I am sore It will 
come in time,” be said. 

Later this year the Court is 
to hear an application by two 
other British transsexuals to 
be able to amend their birth cer- 


of sex. Yesterday’s ruling m 
Strasbourg surprised some ob- 


ventfon signatories and would 
allow the British 'Government 
a “wide margin” on interpret- 
ing the law. 

It accepted the Govern- 
ment’s view that while trans- 
sexuals can alter documents 
like passports and driving li- 
cences to reflect sex changes, . 
birth certificates record the 
gender at birth and cannot be 
altered by subseement events. 

Dr Whittle pointed ont this 
also stopped him adopting the 
children, who were conceived by 
donor insemination. 


6 If my.partner died, I would 
have no rights to the children 9 


servers because the court had, 
unusually, gone against the ma- . 
jority opinion of the Human 
Rights Commission, which ad- 
vises the coart. One campaign- 
er said she was “in a state of 
shock” over the verdict and was 
now much less optimistic about 
thepen ding case. 

The ruling also appears to 
conflict in spirit with a rulin g last 
year by the separate European 
Court of Justice in Luxem- 
bourg, part of the European 
Union, which equated discrim- 
ination against transsexuals with 
sex disenmination. The Stras- 
bourg court said there was a lack 
of agreement between Con- 


married to his partner Sarah, 
which was not legally possible, 
he said. It meantthat the four 
children - who have all been 
bora since the start of the re- 
lationship arid call him Daddy 
- had no father in the eyes of 
the law. 

. Dr Whittle said the situation 
meant he could not obtain in- 
formation about his children 
from their schools or authorise 
medical treatment. “And if my 
partner, Sarah, died. I would 
have no automatic right to 
bring up the children. 

T findit very difficult to cope, 
with the fact that a court wel- 


fare officer would have more say 
over who the children lived 
with than I would." 

He added: “I think as far as 
transsexuals in the UK are con- 
cerned there really is an in- 
aji qt a hlaffmtfjp ff m rWafjrrn to 
other transsexuals in Europe.” 

His partner, Sarah Ruther- 
ford, said: *Tm very angiy. It’s 
like a public denial of our 
relationship." 

The case had been brought 
in the names of Dr Whittle, Ms 
Rutherford and their eldest 
daughter -known as X, Y and 
Z in the hearings - claiming the 
British Government's refusal to 
recognise his status as a father 
broke Article 8 of the Conven- 
tion. The article guarantees re- 
spect for a person's “private and 
family life". The pressure group 
Press for Change, co -founded 
by Dr Whittle, said the ruling 
was a setback bat was by no . 
means the end of their efforts. 

A spokeswoman, Christine 
Burns, said: “We will fight on 
and win one way or another - 
even if we take oar entire lives.” 

Jonathan Cooper, legal di- 
rector of Liberty, foe former Na- 
tional Council for Civil 
Liberties, said: “[Dr] Whittle is 
a loving father and to deny him 
this legal recognition is a bitter 
blow. Mr Cooper added that a 
number of cases were is the 
pipeline.“It wiU only be a 
matter of time for the rights 
of transsexuals to be recog- 
nised,” he said. 



Family man: Dr Whittle and his partner Sarah are determined to win the right to call him ‘daddy’ Photograph: NTl 


Scientists change down to produce world’s tiniest gearshaft 



Charles Arthur 

Science Editor ■ 

This will be the smallest gearshaft 
in the world, a billionth of a metre 
across and able to revolve 100 
billion times per second, as envis- 
aged by scientists at foe US space . 
agency Nasa. 

The molecule-sixcd gearshaft, 
shown here in a computer emula- 
tion, consists of a cylinder qf -earn 


ban atoms known as a “nanotube" 
with imfividnal atoms of the organic 
molecule benzyne attached to the 
side to form gear teeth. It is one of 
the first suggested practical uses lor 
nanotubes, whose structure was first 
suggested by $ir Harold Kioto, the 
British scientist who won the 1996 
Nobel Prize for Qzemisby. 

The Nasa scientists at the Ames 
research centre m Mountain View, 
J^tforaja, have. not yet buflr the 


nanogear system. But they are in- 
creasingly confident that they could 
be constructed and form part of 
miniature self-repairing machines. 

The idea is part of the growing 
field of nanotechnology, which 
uses structures at the molecular 
scale to build tiny, efficient ma- 
chines. 

. “One practical use of nanoteeb- 
, :i holpgy would be to build a ‘matter 
compiler’,” said Creon Levit,.One 


of the Nasa team. “We would gjve 
this machine, made of nano-parts, 
some raw materials, like natural gas 
for example. 

“A computer program would 
specify an arrangement of atoms 
and the matter compiler would 
arrange the atoms from the raw ma- 
terial to make a macro-scale ma- 
chine or parts.” 

Nanotechnology. K expected to 
become a worldwide indnkiy worth 


billions of pounds once scientists 
break through the problems of 
precise manufacture. 

Though it may take decades, they 
expect to be able eventually to pro- 
duce self-repairing machines that 
could, for example, be injected into 
the blood to seek out and dean 
away harmful fat deposits. 

A1 Globus, one of the team 
working at the Ames centre, said 
“A step along the way to making an 


aerospace ‘matter compiler' is an 
even smaller hypothetical machine 
- the assembler/replicator. 

“It can make a copy of itself from 
raw materials, just as a Irving cell 
can duplicate itself. 

“Then we would write comput- 
er programs to make aerospace ma- 
terials, parts and machines at 
atomic levels of detail They would 
have tremendous strength and 
thermal properties.” 
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Free from charges 


Banking with First Direct is free because we do not 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking 
transactions, even if you’re overdrawn. And alf our 
customers automatically receive an overdraft up to 
£250 - also free of any fees. So compared to other 
high street bank accounts you’re better off with First 
Direct from day one. We’re a member of the HSBC 
Group which Is one of the largest banking and financial 
services organisations In the world, and in the course 
of a year you’ll find we offer more cost effective current 
account banking. And the service we provide means 
you benefit fn many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 


We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time, 365 days (and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there’s a telephone, In your home, office 
or car. And ail UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Persona) and professional service 


Every call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have all 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as 
a loan, they can Instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Getting cash is easy 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the 

k . . First Direct Card. This allows you to 

rrrff.: withdraw up to £500 a day from over 
11300 cash machines around the UK, 
Including those of Midland. It also 
guarantees cheques for £100 and 
includes the Switch payment facility. 


Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 
is free? 
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Annual current account charges 


) 


Lloyds Classic 


NatWest Current Plui 


Barclays Bank Account 
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So is paying bills 


Our service includes a free bill payment service. Simply call, ten us 
who to pay, how much and when, and wb do ft. This means you can 
arrange to pay your bills at the most convenient time without the 
need to keep having to remember to organise If. 


A full banking service with more benefits 


Aswan as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and 
insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; our rates 
are always competitive, we offs' transfers to and from your Cheque 
Account So your money is always working hard without the need for 
you to do the same. 


We work hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are rts customers - 8796* of ours have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues in the last 12 months. 


Opening an account is easy too 


We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. 
So we make it easy. Easy to open a Fust Direct account, then easy 
to arrange for your salary to be paid In and easy for all your standing 
orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account. And it's 
easy (and free) to find out more right now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24 
or complete the coupon. 


First Direct Cheque Account 


if you’re paying more are you with the right bank? 

a 0800 24 24 24 


Call free or complete the coupon and post to: 

J First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF 
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Gays prepare secret 
survey of the clergy 


Clare Gamer 


Gay activists in the Church of 
England are to carry out a se- 
cret survey of Anglican clergy 
in order to pile further pressure 
onto the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, Dr George Carey, to 
abolish the Church’s ban on or- 


In a letter sent out today to 
1,000 supporters, the Lesbian and 
Gay Christian Movement 
(LG CM) is urging gay and les- 
bian clergy to sign a confidential 
statement if they have been or- 
dained or employed by a bishop 
who knew they were not celibate. 

According to the Rev 
Richard Kirker. general secre- 
tary of LG CM. it is an “open se- 
cret" that many bishops who 
signed Issues in Human Sexu- 
ality in 1991. which includes the 
“no gay relationship" rule for 
clergy, have in fact knowingly 
ordained and employed clergy 
in same-sex relationships. 

“We believe that this may well 


be the case with the majority of 
bishops." writes Mr Kirker. “It 
is crucial that the hypocrisy be- 
hind this position is exposed, 
and that the bishops stop vic- 
timising in public the dergy 
whom in private they have pro- 
fessed to support." 

Mr Kirker assures respon- 
dents, who may or may not be 
members of LGCM, that their 
statements will be kept “in the 
strictest confidence". The pur- 
pose of the initiative is, he says, 
to “get a proper debate off the 
ground" at the General Synod 
in York in July, rather than pub- 
licly expose individual bishops. 

The survey follows the bomb- 
shell dropped by Rt Rev John 
Baker, the former Bishop of Sal- 
isbury, at a lecture entitled 
“Homosexuality and Christian 
eLhics - a new way forward to- 
gether" on Monday. Bishop 
Baker, who chaired the group 
which produced the celibate 
rule for gay dergy, announced 
that be now feels “obliged to dis- 



John Baker: Dissent 


sent from that judgment”. 

“T cannot see that married 
heterosexual clergy have a right 
to deny their homosexual broth- 
ers and sisters the potential 
spiritual blessing of a sexual re- 
lationship when they themselves 
enjoy that blessing," he sard. 

The results of tire survey could 
provide the gay rights lobby with 
ammunition against Dr Carey, 
who only last Sunday reiterated 
his traditional stance. “Practising 


homosexuality is not to be con- 
doned in the priesthood," he said. 
“We recognise two lifestyles. 
One is marriage and the other is 
celibacy and mens can't be any- 
thing in between.” 

The Bishop of Oxford, the Rx 
Rev Richard Harries, who 
chairs the House of Bishops’ 
group, yesterday described Dr 
Baker’s lecture advocating “gay 
marriage" as “a thoughtful con- 
tribution to a continuing dis- 
cussion in the church”. 

Mr Kirker has also written to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to request a dialogue. “The ris- 
ing degree of frustration among 
many within 1 the Church to- 
wards your attitude is beginning 
to lead many to the conclusion 
that your refusal to meet has 
more to do with being obdurate 
than with a genuine desire to 
learn and listen," he wrote. 

“If you wish to be believed 
when you say that you are not 
homophobic you must provide 
real evidence for this claim." 
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Sea Empress after it was damaged when it went aground off Milford Haven, Dyfed, in February 1396 Photograph. Reutere 
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Father wins 
court review 
for son bullied 
at school 


Judfth Judd 

Education Editor 


A father yesterday won 
mission to apply to the ' 
Court over allegations that a 
school “dosed its mind” when 
his 10-year-old son was bullied. 

Mr W, who cannot be named 
for legal reasons, was given 
leave to apply on his son’s 
behalf for a judicial review of 
the headteacher’s decision not 
to take disciplinary action after 
the boy’s arm was broken in the 
lunch queue. 

Philip Engelman, who 
represented the family in court, 
argued that letters from the 
head and governors showed 
that the school had “dosed its 
mind to this serious matter and 
the bullying that underlies it. 

“There has not been a 
serious investigation of the un- 
derlying facts, or serious con- 
sideration of the harm actually 
inflicted on foe applicant by 
other boy." 

He said the bead had made 
it dear soon after the incident 
that he did not believe there had 
been a serious assault. The 
bey, W, had received a spiral 
fracture in his arm which 
suggested that considerable 
force had been used. 

Hs assailant had admitted: “I 
went and gave him a Chinese 
burn and he moved, then I 
heard it click." 

A police investigation 
decided that the assailant might 
have been guilty of criminal 
assault but his parents, on legal 
advice, had refused to accept a 
formal caution. Police said there 
wonld be no prosecution. 

In January, the governors 


decided that no action would be 
token against the other boy 
over the “accident". They said 
they were satisfied with the 
school's anti-bullying policy. 

The local education author- 
ity later wrote to Mr W swing 
that a police investigation had 
not found “evidence of intent" 
to cause harm and no further 
action was proposed 

When W returned to school 
be had been isolated from other 
pupib and had not been allowed 
to take part in activities outside 
lessons. 

The chairman of the gover- 


6 This was 
serious bullying 
which required 
serious action 9 


nors had written to the father 
saying that they would not 
tolerate a campaign against the 
good name of the school and Us 
headteacher. 

Mr Justice Forbes ruled that 
it was “an appropriate case" for 
a judicial review. 

Outside court, Mr W said: 
“This was serious bullying which 
required serious action. My 
son is utterly shattered by what 
has happened It is outrageous. 
On the one hand he has 
discovered the truth of British 
justice. A 10-year-old juvenile 
can do anything and doesn’t get 
prosecuted and his parents are 
allowed to refuse a caution.” 
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Charles Arthur 

Science Editor . 

Sometimes when people arrive 
at Parsons Green Health Cen- 
tre in south-west London, they 
are told that they need to be di- 
agnosed by a doctor in Belfast. 
Irs a problem, but one which 
1 the centre intended, because it 
is one of two in London exper- 
imenting with “telemedicine". 

Showing the problem to the 
Belfast doctor is as easy as pick- 
ing up a hand-held television 
camera and dialling a phone 
number. The picture Is sent 
down a phone line to a screen 
in a Belfast hospital, where a 
doctor can study the pictures and 
use the phone to ask questions 
before making a diagnosis. 

In this way, the nurses at the 
centre -which has no doctor on 
the premises - are able to make 
diagnoses that would otherwise 
involve referral to a hospital. “It's 
a very useful technology” said 
one of the nurses. Cheap, too: 


12 nines a month, means the 
centre doesn't have to employ 
a doctor - saving about £50,000 
annually. 

While much has been made 
in the past few years about the 
high-technology, higb-price 
items in medicine - such as mag- 
netic resonance imaging (MRI) 
or Positron Emission Tbmogra- 
phy (PET) scanners - less at- 
tention has been paid to 
telemedicine, which takes ad- 
vantage of the falling costs of 
cornmunkxtiDns, computers and 
video and audio technology. 

Yet in some ways, telemedi- 
cine could change health care 
more radically than the expen- 
sive scanners that attract so 
inudi attention. . 

Both Pardons Green and 
Smith WestnnosterHeahh Cen- 
tre are designed as “Id* inten- 
sity” centres: seriously ill 
patients would be sent imme- 
diately to a hospital- those with 
minor problems can be treated 
by the muses, who can also pre- 
scribe a limited range of drugs. . 

Bui some cases are harder to di- 
agnose, which is when they use 
a telemedicine link to Belfast's 
Royal Victoria Hospital. 


Similar trials have linked 
pregnant women on the Isle of 
Wight with specialists at Queen 
Charlotte Hospital in London, 
who can analyse live ultrasound 
pictures sent over the phone line 
and decide whether a trip to the 
mainland is needed or not 

“It's got great potential," said 
Dr Richard Wootton, director 
of the Institute ofTfelemedidne 
and Ttlecare at Queen's Uni- 
versity, Belfast. “It has the po- 
tential to revolutionise the way 
that health care is delivered. But 
the problem is that we don’t 
know if it’s cost-effective, in strict 
accounting terms. 7 ' 

Telemedicine has been 
around only for the past 10 
years, because it requires both 
computers able to compress 
the video signals, and falling 
telecommunications costs. It 
began in the US, where the 
large distances in remote areas 
made it sensible to be ahle to 
make informed diagnoses so 
that patients would know if it 
was worth making the full jour- 
ney for a face-to-face consul- 
tation. In 1991, there were just 


£ Telemedicine 
has the potential 
to revolutionise 
healthcare? 


four full-scale telemedicine pro-, 
grammes In the US; by 1996, 
there were 110. 

The UKhasbeen catching up 
rapidly. Later this week, a con- 
ference will take place in-Lonr 
don to discuss the possibilities 

spetSalfeS 1 Wouf^Tbe able to 
study samples taken from par 
bents without physically bemg 
present Other studies may pro- 
duce “tdedermatology” - re-_ 
mote study of skin problems 
and even telesargeiy. The US 
Army has already tried the feit- 
terout, though only On a pig. 

Part of the problem with 
telemedicine, though, is that 


terns it is hard to justify. “There 
are clear clinical benefits, in 
terms of getting instant referral,” 
said Dr Woonon. “Patients feel 
more reassured, and it saves 
them the cost of traveffing to the 
doctor for the consultation. But 
those are intangible benefits in 
accountancy terms. It might 
work to reduce waiting lists, but 
maybe by improving access to 

hospitals, it Won'L l think no- _ T 

body will know until we do iL" Screen test: Nurse practitioner Angela Burton using the telelink to Belfast to examine a patient s ulcerated ankle 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 
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Kathy Marta 

Lawyers for The Independent 
warned yesterday there would 
be grave repercussions for free- 
dom of the press if the news- 
paper was found guilty_ of 
contempt of court for publish- 
ing confidential Government 
documents. • . 

■The documents were central 
to thesuccessful appeal affiant* 
businessmen convicted of ex- 
porting arms to Iraq. They were 
withheld from the original tri- 
al after senior ministers signed 
Public Interest Immunity cer- 
tificates, but disdosed on the or- 
ders of the Court of Appeal. 

. f ragm ents of two documents 
were xeprodu ced in November 

1995 by The Independent m its 
report on the outcome of foe 
appeal by the men, who ran Or- 
dtech, an arms technology mm. 

The Attorney General, an- 
Nicholas Lyell has brought an. 
action for contempt of court 


against the newspaper, togeth- 
er with its former editor, Ian 
Hargreaves, and former West- 
minster correspondent, Chris 
Biackbiirst, how assistant editor 
of the Independent on Sunday. 

Charles Gray, QC, counsel 
for the newspaper, told the 
Lord Chief Justice, Lord Bing- 
ham, and two other judges that 
they would be “enlarging con- 
siderably the ainbit of the law 
of contempt” if they found in 
favour oftbe Crown. 

. .Earlier, Philip Havers. QC, 
comjsej! for the Attorney-Gen- 
eral, toW the judges foe news- 
paper had committed co n te m pt 
when it published the ' docu- 
ments because die Courtof Ap- 
peal had given “a very dear and 
unambiguous" direction' that 
they be used only "in connec- 
tion with foe proceeding". - 

The court., reserved jut^e- 
mentyesterday, saying itwouW 
rule “wifoia'a reasbnabfy short 
period”. 
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news 


Royal Ballet 
star dances 
away to a 
rival’s tune 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

One of The Royal Ballet’s brightest and 
most acclaimed young stars has been 
lured by the radical contemporary 
dance troupe Adventures In Motion 
Pictures to star in its next West End 
extravaganza. 

Sarah Wilder, 25, dances Anastasia 
for The Royal Ballet at Caveat Gar- 
den. London, this week, and last week 
won a huge ovation dancing Juliet in 
Romeo And Juliet. 

But the ballerina is conspicuous by 
her absence in the newly-issued pro- 
gramme for next season. A Royal 
Ballet spokeswoman said yesterday that 
she had been given leave of absence 
this autumn and would be returning to 
the company. 

It is understood that Miss Wildor has 
been approached by Adventures In Mo- 


£ Great dancers 
want to dance with 
companies such 
as ours? 


don Pictures to play Cinderella in a rad- 
ical reworking of the ballet to be 
presented in London's West End this 
autumn. Last year the company staged 
the much praised all-male Swan Lake 
with Royal Ballet dancer Adam Coop- 
er. It became the first full-length ballet 
to be staged in the West End for over 
50 years, and was televised at Christmas. 

Mr Cooper, who is Miss WHdor’s 
boyfriend, has since decided to leave 
the Royal Ballet and tour America with 
the AMP's Swan Lake. He will play op- 
posite her in Cinderella, which in an 
imaginative staging by AMP's artistic 
director Matthew Bourne, will be set 
in the Blitz. 

That the modern dance company has 
now also managed to lure Miss Wildor 
is dramatic proof that contemporary 
dance is mounting its biggest challenge 


yet in Britain to classical ballet. As 
Adam Cooper found with Swan Lake, 
the public’s thirst for radical new 
treatments of the classics led to him 
starring at a West End theatre then 
touring to Los Angeles and New York. 
His girlfriend wQl be hoping for the 
same sort of international fame. 

When Miss Wildor, then an un- 
known, burst on the scene four years 
ago playing Juliet at Covent Garden, 
one critic wrote that she was “quite 
marvellous, the best young Juliet I have 
seen since the days of Lynn Seymour.’' 

Adventures In Motion Pictures was, 
until Swan Lake, a small-scale touring 
company with just eight dancers. Its in- 
ternational success has resulted in 
top dancers as well as audiences 
becoming more open to experiment. 

Richard McDermott, administrator 
with AMP, said yesterday: “The divi- 
sions in dance between contemporary 
and classical are becoming blurred par- 
ticularly in London. 

“You no longer have to earn your 
spurs with The Royal Ballet. Great 
dancers want to dance with contem- 
porary companies such as ours.” 

Neither the Royal Ballet nor AMP 
would officially confirm that Miss 
Wildor will be moving from one com- 
pany to the other temporarily. But in- 
siders say an announcement will be 
made in the next few days. 

The Royal Ballet is enjoying a par- 
ticularly exciting time for producing star 

performers, and not surprisingly, some 
of them are beginning to want to 
spread their wings. If Ms WDdor, like 
Adam Cooper, were to decide to leave 
the Royal Ballet permanently it would 
be a blow to the company. But a com- 
pany insider said yesterday: “We could 
not stand in Sarah’s way over this and 
we are confident she win return. The op- 
portunity to create a role in the West 
End does not come along very often.' 1 

The Royal Ballet will open its new 
season at the Labatts Apollo in Ham- 
mersmith, west London, this autumn 
when the Royal Opera House will be 
closed for redevelopment. The com- 
pany will sign off from its Covent Gar- 
den home for two years with a gala 
performance in July. 



Pet cruelty 
cases double, 
RSPCA says 


Simon Reeve 


lUb r — r * 

cruelty to animals last year 
increased by more than 100 per 
cent compared with 1995, 
according to figures released by 
the RSPCA yesterday. 

The charity revealed at a 
confidence in London yesterday 
that convictions for crueltyro 

dogs increased to nearly 900 
wtme convictions for the mis- 
treatment of cats, which have 
passed man’s best friend as the 
nation’s most popular pet, in- 
creased by 27 peT cent. 

**It is shocking that cat cruelty 
has risen so steeply," said 
Richard Davies, the RSPCAs 
chief officer of the inspectorate, 
who accused the government of 
“dragging its feet" over mea- 
sures that would discourage 
people from abusing animals. 

"People will do anything to 
them, including stabbing, 
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starving,'’ Mr Davies said. 

He added that politicians 
were not giving enough guid- 
ance to the judiciary to en- 
courage them to ban cruel pet 
owners from keeping animals. 
“There needs to be a change in 
the law to define magistrates’ 
power and give them the 
discretion of banning a cruel pet 
owner from keeping animals." 

The RSPCA’s statistics 
showed that 55 people received 
prison sentences last year for 


RSPCA 

statistics for t«96 : : ^ 

Convictions -2^ . v; ; v: 

Investigated - 101,751 

Rescues- 6,982 
Anbnaf collections 
. 115.338 • ‘ , 

Criteftytoctete-235- 
Cruelty to dags - 802 
Cruelty to horses and • 
donkeys -128 
Cruelty to cattle - IBB ^ : 
Cruelty to sheep - 168 . 
Cruelty to pigs - Bo 
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mistreating animals, compared 
with 23 in 1995. Inspectors re- 
ceived more than 1-5 million 
telephone calls from the public 
and investigated more than 
100,000 complaints. 

POppet, a black and white col- 
lie, who bounded happily 
around the conference was pa- 
raded to illustrate the problem. 
Last year he was not expected 
to live after being left by his 
owner suffering a broken leg 
and burns. But a neighbour in 
Banbury, Oxfordshire, called 
the RSPCA and the owner, 
Norman Hobson, was convict- 
ed of cruelty and neglect. 


Keeping tags on dogs 


Career leap: Ballerina Sarah Wildor Rehearsing at the Royal Ballet. She .will be, dancing Cinderella 
with the Adventures in Motion Pictures company this autumn - Photograph: Laurie Lewis 
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Every dog should have a 
microchip inserted in the 
scruff of its neck, speakers will 
argue today at a conference in 
Stansted, Essex, devoted to 
electronic identification of 
pets, writes Nicholas Schoon. 

The tiny devices, the size of 
a grain of rice, remain in the 
animal for life. Another 
device, the reader, detects the 
unique number in each chip 
from outside the dog’s body. 

In Britain the Kennel Gub 
keeps a database for the 
250,000 dogs which have been 
mierochipped, giving their 
owners' addresses. • 
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Less than 5 per cent of UK 
dogs have been mierochipped 
to date. The devices, which 
cost about £20, arc injected 
into the thin layer of fat just 
below the skin using a special 
syringe. 

Animal welfare organisa- 
tions have long argued for a 
compulsory, nationwide regis- 
tration scheme for all dogs. 
This would reduce the 
number of bad, irresponsible 
owners and strays. They have 
foiled to persuade govern- 
ment to legislate, except for 
particularly dangerous breeds 
like the pit bull 
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Moving house? 

Call Direct Line for a cheaper 

mortgage. 

Not moving house? Ditto. 
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Leaders battle over strength in Europe 


■ a* 




Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

. John Major and Tbny Blair 
^ yesterday vied with reach other 
for the strength of their defence 
of the British national interest 
in Europe. 

The Conservative leader said 
Monday’s speech by Jacques 
Santer, President of the Euro- 
pean Commission, bad vindi- 
cated his own warning of 
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European ambition for deeper 
integration, and helped to 
establish a distinct dividing line 
between Labour and the Ibries. 

But the Labour leader asked; 
“"Who do you want to represent 
you? The man who has feted or 
the man who can succeed?" 

Mr Major said in a prepared 
statement to his daily election 

E ress conference: “I say no to 
a n di ng more powers to Brus- 
sels in a new eonplqyment chap- 


ter. Mr Blair says yes. I say no 
to die extension of qualified ma- 


jority voting. Mr Blair says yes. 
. Isay no to new powers for the 
European Parliament. Mr Blair 
saysyes. 

“On European control of 
foreign polky,! say no. Mr Blair 
says maybe, and means yes.” 

But Mr Blair said at his press 
conference: “The issue in this 
election, campaign over Eu- 
rope is very simple and it is this: 


who will best stand up for and 
fight for British needs? 

- “John Major, the man who 
appointed Jacques Santer, who 
save us the beef war and the 
fiasco over BSE and can’t even 

getner in the course of an. elec- 
tion campaign? 

“Or me, the person who has 
transformed the Labour Party 
into the strongest, most pro- 
fessional, most disciplined fight- 


ing force m British politics.” As 
for Mr Santer, the Labour 
leader said: “I disagree with a 
lot of what be said. Mr Santer 
represents the European Com- 
mission, if I am elected 1 will 
represent Britain.'* 

But Sir Leon Brittan, the for- 
mer Conservative Cabinet min- 
ister and a vice-president of the 
Cfoamussaou, defended Mr San- 
ter, saying that if foe Euro-scep- 
tics threw mud at the 


Coimzussion they should not be 
surprised if people hit back. 

“In the election a large num- 
ber of very harsh things have 
been said about the Commis- 
sion,'' he said. 

“I think the Euro-sceptics 
have got to have slightly thick- 
er skins and allow themselves to 
be criticised because they dish 
it out and it is time somebody 
answered back." 

But one of the most re- 


markable statements of the day 
came from Mr Blair in the Sun 
newspaper, in which he said: 
“Tbmorrow is Sl George's Day, 
the day when the English cele- 
brate the pride we have in our 
nation.” 

He said: “The Conservatives 
are hopelessly divided on 
whether Europe is the modem 
day dragon. Michael Howard 
says it is a rampaging two- 
headed monster, set to breathe 


Anti-crime 

measures 

recycled 



An undertaking to cut crime by 
10 per cent during the five 
years of any future Conservative 
government, announced yes- 
terday by Michael Howard, the 
Home Secretary, is a risky, pos- 
sibly brave, but ultimately 
meaningless gesture. 

In an attempt to seize the ini- 
tiative on law and order - an is- 
sue which has been surprisingly 
low-key during the election so 
far- Mr Howard outlined a five- 
point plan to reducing crime. 

However, as opposition par- 
ties and pressure groups where 
quick to point out, there is 
nothing new in any of the Home 
Secretary’s “initiatives”. AD five 
schemes have been well publi- 
cised and one was announced 
as long ago as 1995. 

What is new is the unprece- 
dented decision to set a target 
to cut the number of offences 
- standing at about 5 million in 
England and V&Iesin 1996 -by 
500,000. 

Mr Howard is gambling on 
maintaining the current drop in 
recorded offences, which have 
fallen by 10 per cent during the 
past four years. .... , 

His optimism is' not. totally 
unfounded, although il is almost 
certainly based on the assump- . 
non that the less serious crimes 
of burglary and car theft will 
drop, rather than violent of- 
fences, which are rising. 

By continuing to concentrate 
on property crime, such as 
stealing cars and house break- 
ins, which make up 92 per cent 
of all recorded offences, the po- 
lice could bring the total down 
by 10 per cent. However, there 
is evidence that the initial suc- 
cess of initiatives such as the 
Metropolitan Police anti-bur- 
glary Operation Bumblebee is 
starting to fade. 

There is also the question of 


how the police are going to re- 
verse the rise in violent crime, 
which increased by 11 per cent 
last year. This included sharp 
rises in offences that endangered 
life, and sex crimes. It remains 
to be seen whether the intro- 
duction of a tougher sentencing 



al offenders will deter attackers. 

Recent falls in crime have 
seen Labour turn its attack on 
the Ibries’ record, arguing that 
crime has doubled while con- 
victions have fallen since 1979. 

Paul Cavadino, chairman of 
the Penal Affairs Consortium, 
is also critical of setting a 10 per , 
cent target He argued: 
“Recorded crime figures do | 
not always reflect real trends. i 
For example, they can fall be- 
cause demoralised victims no 
longer see any point in report- 
ing offences to the police. 

“The Home Office’s British 
Crime Survey shows that such 
a fall in reporting by victims ac- 
counts for part of the recent 
drop.m recorded /crime.” 

Ine assertion by Mr Howard 
yesterday that his plan is “en- 
tirely new” does not stand dose 
scrutiny. Hjs plan includes: 

□ Extra, funding for 5,000 
more police constables in the 
three years to 1999. This pledge 
was made by John Major at the 
Tbry conference^ m 1995. 

□ Computerised records of 
fingerprints and criminal files— 
which is already happening - 
and expansion of the DNA 
database - the police already 
plan to do this, but are ham- 
pered by lack of money. 

□ Pledges to give an extra 
£75m for moreCCTV cameras, 
provide faster justice, action on 
juvenile crime and tough min- 
imum prison sentences are aU 
in the Tbty manifesto. 

Jason Ben netto 
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-Cross purpose: John Major Is hoping to use support of the Scottish union to garner votes north of the border 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


M^jor flags up Union danger 


Falklands’ future 
on the agenda 


Colin Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 

John Major will today use hxs 
defence of the Union with Scot- 
land to open tip a second elec- 
tion front against Tony Blair’s 
leadership. 

Mr Majorwill pitch his cam- 
paign for the final seven days of 
the election at the heart of 
Labour’s Scottish. devolution 
plans with a speech in Ab- 
erdeen warning the Scots that 
their offer of a Scottish parlia- 
ment with tax-raising powers 
would lead to the break up of 
the UK. 

Stepping up the assault on 
Labour. Mr Major will link the 
defence of the Union to the 
Ibries’ campaign against a fed- 
eral Europe. 

Michael fbrsyth. the Scottish 


Major is convinced his cam- 
paign will capture the pro 
Union votes for the Ibries and 
.fulfil a promise to increase the 
Tbiy telly of 10 from a total 72 
seats in Scotland. 

Mr Major wfll also use the 
speech to attack: Mr Blair’s at- 
tempts to defuse feais about in- 
creased taxes by comparing 


Labour’s proposed Scottish par- 
liament to a parish council Mr 
Major yesterday told voters in 
Perth: “The Scottish National- 
ists are honest about it They are 
wrong but I respect their hon- 
esty, it is more than you can say 
for the position of the Labour 
Party whatever that is.” 

Mr Major ridiculed the ap- 


parent U-turns by Mr Blair 
when be was heckled in the high 
street in Perth where the Ibries 
lost a by-election to the SNP in 
1995 foUowing the death of Sir 
Nicholas Fairbaim, the former 
Scottish law officer. 

A former Tory councillor, 
who has joined the SNP, shout- 
ed “congratulations on turning 


‘Ermine Army* mobilised 
in home-rule war of words 


Colin Brown 

Some suggested that the Ibries 
might need a small foreign war 
to overhaul Labour’s poll lead, 
and last night it looked as 
though they might have found 
just that. 

Tbrv Party officials highlight- 


ui wuiulu » — . — 
Tbny BJair had agreed to review 

the status of the Fhl k l ands . 

“After wrapping himself in foe 
Union Jack, it looks pretty bad, 
said one Tbty Party official 
The newspaper reported that 


Jorge Dominguez, the Argen- 
tinian Minister of Defence, had 
saidthetxansferoffoeFaKbmds- 
to Argentina would be assured 
by foe outcome of the election. 
It said Guido DilfeDa, the Ar- 
gentinian Foreign Minister, had 
met Mr Blair. 

But Labour denied that Mr 
Blair had changed British poli- 
cy or had even met Mr DiTfella. 
*Tt is otter and complete non- 
sense, there is not a shred of 
truth in the suggestion that 
there might be a change of pol- 
icy towards the filkhmd$, ,, a 
Labour source said. 


is that if Labour got into pow- 
er we might lose our country 
through foe disintegration of foe 
UK and foe surrender of pow- 
er to Brussels in a way that 
would prove irreversible. 

“That is a very important 
message which is undoubtedly 
beginning to worry the voters 
and wfll determine how many 
ot the doubtfuls which we are 
still finding wfll vote.” 

■ The Scottish' Secretary is 
spearheading foe Tbry attack on 
the so-called ■ Labour “tartan 
tax" to defend a Stirling seat 
with a majority of only 703. Mr 


Stephen Goodwin 

The 'West Lothian question 
dogging Labour's Scottish par- 
liament was yesterday replaced 
by the “Marquess of Lothian 
Question” as the party’s home- 
rule plans came under attack 
from both Ibries and Nation- 
alists. 

George Robertson, shadow 
Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, posed the question in a 
warning to Ibries not to use 
their in-buSt majority in the 
Lords to thwart devolution. 

Legislation promised by a 
party in its manifesto is not by 
convention opposed by the 
Lords. But in an interview in 
yesterday’s Scotsman , Lord 
Mackay of QasMem, the lord 
Chancellor, suggested the fun- 


damental nature of Labour’s 
plans, beginning with a Bill Ibr 
a referendum this autumn, 
meant peers might not be 
bound by the normal rules. 

He indicated that if the such 
an Important constitutional 
measure was considered by an 
upstairs committee, as Labour 
intends, rather than one of the 
whole House, then peers would 
justified in examining it “tine 
by tine”. 

Such detailed scrutiny could 
weD delay a referendum beyond 
the ADtxnttOL 

Mr Robertson said that hav- 
ing lost the democratic argu- 
ment, the Tory party was 
prepa rin g to use its “Ermine 
Army” to subvert the democ- 
ratic process. 

La bone, however would re- 


taliate with “the power of tire 
people” - a reminder of tire 
pledge to abolish the voting 
rights of hereditary peers, in- 
cluding the Conservative Mar- 
quess of Lothian. 

Mr Robertson provoked new 
“parish council” charges from 
the SNP by emphasising that 
the Edinburgh parliament 
would not be able to extend its 
powers or turn itself into an in- 
dependent state. 

Michael Russell, chief exec- 
utive, said new Labour was be- 
having “with an arrogance last 
seen in east European dicta- 
torships”. Though equivocal 
about supporting a parliament, 
the SNP has seen the potential 
of a poll showing at least a third 
of its members could be Na- 
tionalists. 


the Tory party into an English 
parly”. Mr Major retorted the 
Ibries would save foe break-up 
of the UK 

That will be his central mes- 
sage to defend Tbry seats 
against all the odds as he did in 
1991 But foe Tory strategists 
also believe Labours plans are 
ill-thought out and Mr Blair is 
highly vulnerable on them. 

Mr Major told voters from 
foe platform of bis campaign 
battle bus: “Ws have to raise this 
issue. It is an issue that rises 
above the normal run of poli- 
tics. It is a battle that many peo- 
ple have not yet seen, ft is a 
battle for foe nature of the UK 
itself.” 

Mr Forsyth joined the Welsh 1 
Secretary, William Hague, in a , 
lions’ den for a photo oppor- , 
trinity at Blair Drummond sa- i 
fan park near Stirling, hoping 1 
to show their support for the 
British lion. Instead of cuddly 
cubs, they were met by fierce an- 
imals foe size of large dogs with 
their hackles raised. Mr Major 
could raise more today by stak- 
ing his campaign on the Union 
flag on St George's Day. 

if he fails, and the Tories lose 
the election. Lord Mackay. the 
Lord Chancellor, became foe 
latest senior Conservative to 
warn that foe Lords may refuse 
to pass Labour's devolution 
legislation if Mr Blair fails to 
allow it to be token through its 
committee stage line-by-line 
on the floor of me Commons. 


fire throughout our land and 
tear our country apart. Kenneth 
Clarke thinks it's like Puff foe 
Magic Dragon - friendly, good- 
natured and there to help us." 

The Labour leader went on: 
"We want a Britain strong in Eu- 
rope, leading in Europe, build- 
ing a Europe on Britain's terms 
... St George did not slay a drag- 
on so that England could follow 
the rcsL He did h so foal we could 
be strong, and ready to lead” 


Reaction 
to speech 
surprises 
Santer 


As Jacques Santer. the helea- 
guered European Commission 
president, packed his bags for 
a quiet trip to Amsterdam on 
Monday, he had little idea that 
he would return to Brussels to 
find himself reviled in the 
British press as a “pipsqueak”. 

Mr Santer. a well-meaning 
Liuembouigec, had no inkling 
that foe dreary speech in his 
briefcase would cause an out- 
break of unbridled euro-scep- 
ticism in the general election. 

For, to be sure, this was the 
very last thing Mr Santer had 
intended. The speech, entitled 
“A message for foe Sceptics”, 
was supposed to prove that 
integration was the only way to 
avoid European “gridlock". 

Mr Santer may even have 
thought his timely words would 
actually help that nice, moder- 
ate, Mr Blair, on his path to 
victoiy. It is no secret that Mr 
Santer would like to see Mr 
Blair win on May 1st, believing 
him to more favourable towards 
his European project. 

Perhaps be also hoped that 
British anti-Europeans would be 
unable to comprehend his 
faltering English anyway. 

Mr Santer must, however, 
have been aware that during a 
British election campaign his 
j “message to euro-sceptics” 
would have particular reso- 
nance across the Channel. 
Within hours of the address, his 
speech was being played up in 
Britain as a dear sign of the new 
federalist threat. 

Inevitably, Britain’s pro- 
Europeans were forced on the 
defensive and Labour’s 
moderate stance on integration 
looked shaky, to say foe least 

So angry was Tony Blair 
about Mr Santer’s “Amster- 
dam cock-up,” as the episode is 
already known, that an aide 
called Brussels yesterday telling 
the president’s office that he had 
made disastrous intervention in 
the British election. 

It is not the first time Mr 
Santer and his team have 
revealed their astonishing 
ignorance of the nature of the 
British political scene, thereby 
undermining their own efforts 
to get their message across. Mr 
Santer did not even consult Sir 
Leon Brittan, or Neil Kinnock, 
the two British commissioner’s, 
who would certainly have 
advised against making the 
speech at this sensitive time. 

“We had no idea that the 
speech would be seen this way.” 
said a member of Mr Santer’s 
inner circle. 

“Stupid,” was how some 
critics m Brussels described 
the speech. “Hie timin g could 
not have been worse,” said 
others. 

Sarah Heim 
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Tbny- Blair made a speech claiming 
that he was simultaneously a “modem 
man* with afresh set of 21 sf century 
Ideas and foe batoo-carrier for Labour 
leaders down the ages Inducing Kefr 
, Hanlte CtamentAitee and H*rokf 
Wilson. . 

. Michael Heseltine, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, launched an attack on Labour, 
the unions and Europe, saying Blair’s 
European policy was*tha pay-off to 
the unions for their sltence.befora the 
election so that they, gettheit power 
back after the election", ., 

. A Ctonservative eleettan broadcast . 
showed a party In the moodlor 
parables. Labour, It said, was “a tree 
without roots” «vhteh .“at the flrstbtew 
from the trade unions, would cave In*. 

Paddy Ashdown joined the party 
leaders’ rush- to be the most patriotic. 

“Is it patriotism to stand by and 
watch as our society becomes more 
and more tfivided?-As young people 
are forced to steep rough on our 
streets? As people ere left behind to 
poverty, without hope? .. 

“A true patriot would be ashamed of 
the Government’s record over the last 
Ova years _ How dare they wrap up 
such failure in the Union Jack," he 
saW. 





BAD DAY 
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HOG WASH 



P " ""teB A speech from Tony Blair: “1 am a modem man. I am someone of my 

MS \ ( J generation, lam someone who Is facmg up to these issues in a modem 
ImteMI way.' Blair said people wanted *a party that can take this country 
forward and make sense of the modem world, rather than attempting to shy away 
from ft and simply retreat backwards*. He explained Labour had been-Rberated from 
“out-dated prescriptions, to allow the values to take root again In the modem worid". 


■V Long live the Queen - so 
pi says SNP leader Alex 
■U Saknond, who pointed out 
that the party supported the right 
of Elizabeth I, Queen of the Scots, 
to be head of state when she 
resident in ScottancL When absent, 
her role would be filled by the 
speaker of the notional Scottish 
parffamenL But more ominously for 
HM, he added foe Queen should 
rule “until such time as the people 
of Scotland Indicate otherwise”. 


ONE TO REMEMBER 


□ After years of fighting 

Conservative social policy, 
Frank Field, Labour MP for 
Birkenhead and chair of the 
Commons Social Services 
Committee, found himself quoted 
on the election leaflet of Peter LiUey, 
the Secretary of State for Social- 
Security. The leaflet quotu Mr field 
as saying of Mr UBey: “He has a 
very blear view of changing ... the 
welfare state, and fie Is doing it very 
skilfully" 


Conservative soda! policy, 
Frank Field, Labour MP for 


THE OTHER PARTIES 


Plaid Cymru said yesterday that 
foe effects of the squabbling over 
Europe could be “devastating". 
Lord Dafydd EBs-Thomas, the 
former leader of the party, said that the 
level of inward investment and European 
funding which is attracted could not be 
sustained, let atone Increased. 


Meanwhile the Green Party’s principal 
speaker, David Taylor, is to address a 
meeting of Somerset County Council, to 
criticise the council's decision to switch 


project to bufld a road to a quarry which is 
supplying gravel -. for another road- 


MEDIA 5TAR 


Scottish devolution movements can go too far even for the SNP. An Orkney 
(slander phoned foe party leader Alex Safrnond on the BBC's Section Caff to 
ask whether he thought the islands should be Independent of an independent 
ScottancL Mr Saimond did not like foe idea, nor the suggestion that the 
Orkneys might even wish to affiliate to Norway. He said “the rights we claim 
for Scotland are those of a nation, and national setf-determinatfon”. 


& 

PROLIFE 

4 tiM * r * 


The Prolife Alliance hit the headlines yesterday when 
broadcasters announced that their party election broadcast, 
which was due to be shown tomorrow, haste be altered after 
it was deemed to breach taste and decency gukfeffnes. ft 
features shots of body parts from foetuses aborted at dfanics 
in the United States. Bruno Qulntaveffe, who runs the Pro Ufa 
Affiance, sakl last night that his party was consulting lawyers. 
Channel 4 also announced it was considering whether to 
show foe PEB of the British National Party. 
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Ashdown pours scorn on 
opponents’ patriot games 


by Aanonymous 


Barrie Clement the 1930s saw the need for 

Britain to re-arm; the true pa- 
For the first time in the election triots in the 1990s. see the need 
campaign, Paddy Ashdown last for Britain to re-educate-to do 
night staked his claim to patri- something to improve the lev- 
otism after encountering a el of education and skill in our 
rough ride on the streets of country.” 

Portsmouth at the bands of the On Europe be said the true 

nationalist Referendum Party, patriot would see it - in the 


JjfOJwJ "The 

the 1930s saw the need for “w£k^ut" m Poitsmouth Ttajator 

Britain to re-arm; the true pa- sboppn^pxednct.he'^s^- He said; “Is it patriotism to “mean-minded 

triots in the 199tesee the need «*nd to LiwttS as°our so- teftonc-natiun Conserrattv-cs 


Portsmouth at the bands of the On Europe he said the true their sajT shouted ajtedder. 

nationalist Referendum Party, patriot would see it - in the Eventually the Liberal D® - 
Invoking his own career as a words of Kenneth Clarke -as mocrat leader derided that his 
soldier and diplomat, Mr Ash- a great opportunity, rather than ploy of ignoring bisnoisy de- 


ings. “Why wont you let the divided? As young ^people thcm lo emulate Emma . 

people of this country have forced to s, ^™gh £L ^^olson and Peter Thurn- 

M-sayr shouted a heckler, sheets? As J^fomcr Tory MPs who# 

Even^^eUberalDe- j?£ joined lh, liberal Democrat. 


■S WS ioTedSe^ ra .De =| 

Nationa^Health Service un- “ Noth,nglS .??^ I ^rath^ 

He dermined and underfunded? 


S o - tonight was to be an- 
other night of passion, 

thought the Candidate; 
his third of the cam- 
paign. And to be honest, 
he wasn’t sure how much he was 
looking forward to it - there 
seemed to him to he as much dan- 
ger involved as excitement- Not to 
mention the ever-present risk of 
looking ridiculous. make a whe 

The whole idea had arisen from one of those speeches: sp 
meetings involving Friend Bobby and the seven pillar 
Brothers. Brother One -the ad man -had been pledges. He 1 
doing siime “focus-grouping" and bad brought arm-waving j 
the results to the attention of his younger sib- but within a 
ling - Brother Two. who in turn had consult- it going flat a 
ed Bobby. And this was how 
Bobby had explained it all. 

“The voters,- he said, speak- 

ing with that intimacy which £ JsJq 0116 

most people reserve for de- 
scriptions of their spouses or CflieStiOIlS that 
children, “have got the re- * 
sponsible hiL No one questions WPTP 955 tlPTlt 
that we’re as tight and prudent ^ 

as the sphincter on an eel. They £S tJl6 SDhillCt6r 
believe all that. They have ah- r 

sorbed Mr Brown's message. Oil ATI 0gl * 

have assessed his personality, 

and decided that his dying 

granny would have to put up a bloody good case There we 


on an eel 9 


come easily to him. But why not? 
Looks, partly. He will always find 
it hard to smoulder, like the dark, 
wavy-locked Mr Brown. The Can- 
didate was more (as his wife had 
once told him) of an English 
Rose type - attractive, but not 
dripping with sex appeal 
Another problem was that he 
was saddled with the need to 
make a whole lot of very carefully prepared 
speeches: speeches full of lists enumerating the 
seven pillars, the 10 commitments, the five 
pledges. He had tried to put inflections and mild 
arm-waving into his reading of the written tacts, 
but within a paragraph or two he would feel 
it going flat again. In television reports he came 
over as immensely competent, 
but lacking in colour. 

Finally, they’ d sussed iL The 
One Candidate needed to go off text 

altogether. He had to leave the 
is that claustrophobic comfort of the 

podium and his notes, and be- 
TCrh t come a free-range leader. 

" * * prowling the stage iasanstexte. 
tlincter Left alone with his emotionsand 
his notes he could communicate 
»pj “ directly from his heart to the 

' hearts of his listeners. And he 

Would wear shirtsleeves. 

There were still problems, however. Ex- 


down denounced the “phoney a “lair of spiders” as cfaarac- tractors had not worked. He denmned i ana • 

patriotism” of the Conservatives tensed by John Major. told them: “You are entitled to Is it paOTO&sm j tK , 

and Ae “designer patriotism'' of His patriotism, however, was your view, but you won t win drens prosper® 

1 ahniir Tn a Rillv at Partlmnti mm nnortinn tfirlipr Kv manv votes bvheins rude.” He cause education is so 


cause education is so 
undervalued?" 

He said true patriotism 

l. - lL A 


to remember the spirit of Win- the Referendum Party who his party had sipportea reier- . 

ston Churchill who had insist- were involved in minor scuffles endums on major European is- meant restoring tne tra 
ed that Britain should prepare with Liberal Democrat activists, sues since 1991. _ j ^ a! values ofdecCTC^teteranro 

for war. “If the true patriots in As Mr Ashdown went on a la his speech he de rid ed the and. fair play" and acting 


UUUUl 

than the way they prelend they 
arc the only people who can 
stand up for Britain," he said. 
And as for the bulldog and 
Union flogs now used by the 


meant Coring ^tradition- Labour Party. P^noton ^ 
al values of “decency, tolerance more than symbols . it came 
and fair play" and acting with from the soul 


4K«li 


’•fell [tils'! I 


borrow an aspirin. 

“But. there is some evidence that we're los- 
ing it with sections of the core vote and even 
-strangely one might think - with some of those 
guilt-ridden professionals who voted Tory last 
time, and who are now tempted to atone for 
their sins by paying 45p a week extra for edu- 
cation, health, unemployment and anything else 
that the Marine fancies allocating it to this week. 

“Ned he nodded in the direction of 
Brother One. “thinks that we need to do some- 
thing to show that we're still a party of con- 
viction, they feel to need we really care. There 
is ground to be made up in the areas of com- 
mitment and passion." 

This, the Candidate had known once, meant 
him. At the very beginning of the campaign it 
had been decided that he was both the key as- 
set and biggest potential lability for his par- 
ty. He had to be leaderly, he had to suggest 
wisdom, exude vision and lo reassure. And now 
he had to be passionate, a quality that did not 


tioos of passion: all those tears, hugs, wails and 
pummelled walls. What should he do with his 
body? With his aims? His legs? And what was 
he actually going to say? It was all very well 
speaking from the heart, but when you con- 
sulted your heart on a stuffy evening in Steve- 
nage, what would you find there, other than 
an earnest desire to go home? 

In Edinburgh, it had nearly not worked. He 
had stepped forward from the lectern with the 
words “I'll tell you what I believe," and the bas- 
tards in charge of the lights had made such an 
obvious change, that the whole thing had been 
in danger of looking totally rigged He had been 
saved by the failure of the sound system, forc- 
ing him to read] the nether regions of the large 
hall with his boy’s voice. It had been a triumph. 

At the end. Mrs Candidate had grabbed him 
and kissed him. “You know," she said, “there 
was one moment when you put a hand on your 
hip and pointed to the balcony - andyou looked 
just like John Travolta in Saturday Nigfit Feverl” 



On the streets: Martin McGuinness of Sinn'Fein doing the rounds in Mid-Ulster 


Photograph: John Voos 


BRITAIN SWINGS 
TO THE LEFT 


Voters dream of day when 
hope and history rhyme 



Martin McGuinness of Sinn 
Fein canvasses in the shadow of 
Bellaghy bawn, a fortified farm- 
house dating back three cen- 
turies. The brawn is a metaphor 
of possession and dispossession: 
the election much the same sto- 
ry, a modern enactment of an- 
cient quarrels. 

This is pleasant countryside 
with an unpleasant history. The 
bawn was built on a jutting rise 
to house Protestants, sent from 
England to subdue this rebellious 
land for En glish monarchs. 

The records show that John 
Rowley and Baptist Jones were 
given 3,200 acres of south Lon- 
donderry countryside to bold for 
England during the plantation. 
No oue here has forgotten that 
it was Catholic land. 


Sinn Fein presents itself as party of 
peace. David McKittrick reports 


inextricably entwined. 

Mr McGuinn ess's doorstep 
patter reflects what are clearly 
the twin aspirations of nationalist 
votes, a newpeace process and 
a McCrea defeat "This is a very 
important election," he says to 
a balding man who is still blink- 

hc door to the Sinn Feixrfrackae 
“We’re trying to use this election 
to do two things. First, to rebuild 
the peace process -we see it as 
a new opportunity for a peace 
settlement with a new British 


SDLP, he says. A successful vole 
for Sinn Fein would make peace 
less likely, he argues: “I thiak 
the TRA would conclude that 
they can win votes without de- 
livering peace." 

Mr McCrea, meanwhile, con- 
centrates on the defence of his 
parliamentary bawn. Quite a 
few on the Unionist side have 
no great love for the him, but 
at election times they turn out 
in force to do their constitu- 
tional, political and tribal duty. 

This time bis scat is in its 
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the seat of Mid-Ulster, which 
has a nationalist majority but 
which since 1983 has been held 
by the Rev William McCrea. Mr 
McCrea, a follower of the Rev 
Ian Paisley, is on the furthest 
shores of political loyalism: he 
is the extremist’s extremist. 

His bawn is now under assault 
from Mr McGuinness of Sinn 
Fie in and from the SDLFs De- 
nis Haughey, one of John 
Hume’s personal aides. The coo- 
test gives an insight into the state 
of opinion within northern na- 
tionalism, and thus the prospects 
for a new peace process. 

Seamus Heaney, a local man, 
wrote of a time when hope and 
history might rhyme. In Bel- 
laghy, there is both much hope 
and if anything a surfeit of his- 
tory, and in tins election they are 


£ The contest gives an insight 
into the opinion of 
northern nationalism 9 


greatest peril, for three reasons: 
boundary changes have been 
unhelpful; be feces in Mr Mc- 
Guinness one of republicanism's 
best-known figures; and his 
support for a loyalist paramili- 
tant looks like galvanising na- 
tionalists into a determined 
attempt to unseat him. 

Last September, be appeared 
on the platform at a rally in sup- 
port of Billy Wright, a hardline 
para militant who has openly as- 
sociated himself with loyalist vi- 
olence. Mr "Wright is not now in 
a position to return the favour 
by canvassing for the MP, for he 


government. And it’s also the 
best opportunity nationalists 
will ever have to get rid of Willie 
McCrea as MR" The message is 
a concise blend of the aspira- 
tional and the tribal. 

Mr Haughey, meanwhile, di- 
rects his fire against both Mr 
McCrea and Mr McGuinness. 
A lot of those who voted for 
Sinn Fein in last year’s forum 
election, he argues, did so “as 
a very sincere honourable well- 
intentioned gesture to tty to en- 
courage the IRA to make the 
peace”. But now they feel let 
down and will come back to die 


QUOTES 
OF THE 
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Alliance & Leicester branch, cali 0800 -FI 2 214. 
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has since been jailed for eight 
years for threatening to kill a 
woman. 

The balding man told me lat- 
er “McCrea went on a stage 
with Billy Wight. That’s turned 
everybody against him." And yet 
many of those expressing ab- 
horrence about Mr Wight’s 
alleged associations with vio- 
lence are gearing up to vote for 
Mr McGuinness, whose repu- 
tation is not that of a pacifist. 

This is partly because a lot of 
them are republicans who sup- 
port or tolerate the IRA, but also 
because they seem to believe 
Sinn Fein when it says it wants 
peace. Something important 
has changed here, as can be seen 
both from the Sinn Fein mes- 
sage, and the message they are 
getting back on the doorstep - 
a deep desire for peace. 

Mr McGuhmess himself says: 
“Everybody wants peace and 
everybody wants to sec anoth- 
er ceasefire and everybody 
wants to see real negotiation." 

Thus the McGuinness 
doorstep presentation is de- 
signed to reflect nationalist vot- 
ers’ concerns: the toppling of Mr 
McCrea and a new ceasefire. 

Mr McCrea may or may not 
survive. But the most important 
thing is that Sinn Fein candi- 
dates are receiving the message 
that the grassroots are hoping 
and indeed expecting another 
IRA cessation after the elec- 
tion. This in itself is enough 
to keep alive the hope that 
peace remains a possibility, 
and that hope and history may 
yet come to rhyme. 
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■ Liberal Democrat claims t D fr e 
party of youth fell flat yesterday when 
rt Knerged that the title of “younPest 
MP was about to fall to Labour 
. The revelation sparked desperate 
attempts to regain the trophy by the 
Ub« 2 i Democrats, whose theme of 

the day was “Give Youth A Chauce" 

Although the Liberal Democrats 

nave only one under-30 in a seat they 

can seriously expect to win. Labour 
hay three. -The Conservatives’ 
youngest serious hopeful is 30. 

While it is still not dear who win 
be the youngest MP, . Labour will 
certainly c any o ff the trophy. Yvette 
Cooper, a former Independent j our- 
nalm. is standing for the party at the 
-age of 28 in the safe seat of Ponte- 
fract and Castleford, while . Claire 
Whrti, at 24, might well win WhtforcL 
The liberal Democrats’ youngest 
serious contender ft Stephen Gal- 
lagher, 29, who takes over from the 
retiring Sir Russell Johnston in In- 
verness East, Naim and Locbabejr. 

However, m an attempt to prove 
they were still the party of youth, 

. Liberal Democrat spin doctors last 
night sent The independent a list of. 
all the seats where they had under- 
30s fighting in second place. These 
included Huntingdon, where, the . 

Prime Minister has a 22,000 majority. 

The Conservatives do not have any 
policy on whether or not putting - 
young MPs into Parliament is a 
good thing, a spokeswoman for the 
party said slightly sniffily. She 
suggested a handful of 33- and 34- 
year-olds alongwith one 40-year-old 
as the Tbry representatives from the 
younger end of the market. Graham 
'Brady, 30, will take over the safe seat 
of Altrincham and Sale from Sir 
Fergus Montgomery. 

“It really depends what you mean 
by .“wmaableG the spokeswoman 
said; wondering whether to include 
the Stafford candidate David 
Cameron* bora in 1966. “It’s a 6,000 
majority," - . . “It’s daunting, but it’s also very 

Labour's llurdyt>ungccmtender is exciting and a challenge and Iwonld’ 
Lorna Fitzsimmons, 29, who is relish that as an opportunity, 
fighting the highly -marginal “I think it’s very positive for the 
Rochdale for the party. Labour Party and postive IbrpoHtics 

Yesterday Ms Ward said she was that we should have more young 
veiy hopeful of winning the seat, people coming into Parliament," 
which woulcjgjve Labour a majority shesaid. . •* ’ v. . ••• 

of 51 if it fcB to the party on a um- the Liberal Denwxafc’ . press 

form swin g. Ifeingtfi&yoimgc^t-MPtft)^^ *&dcrotocLt© - 


Bemactetta PavKff^fldependenl 
Unfty MP 
1968^74: 

{no W McAfekey) remains the . - ^ 
yoUngOst-eVer woman MB Th© most 
famous fockteot In bar paHamon- ’ r 
. tatycaiBerwzW ?;> 

flagmald fffe wgkaraf.A 1 

the BtoodySundtef stv^gnga . ' 


Stop^tCkaratt, Secretary of. diaries Kennedy, Uberat Democrat Matthew Thyto t, liberal Democrat 

MpforTYtiro. 

dgerTi-LWas youngest MP 1 983^7 alter be- Boded as a Liberal MPin 1987, at 
i IwjiriH, ^ ftteseaftbirihe SDP - 2^ he has been the youngest.. 

AyTaged 24. Sort of a croffei;fewas ? member for the past 10 years and 
presWant of toeGtessowUnlversrty is his party’s^pokesman on local 

; 2 oov^ment He worito school in 
4? C- Tmroand LoimlorTand wona 

atfoe ajjbef 9SL dpd‘ --4’982GHas been presidertt ol the V YschbbrehiP to Lady Margaret Halt, 
^Y- Ubsm/ Dontsdats^^and spoke for GQxfond, wherehe was president of 
-%i sot bn freaih, 'and' Eu rope; - liw university studoniurton. 




. leader I^ddyAtiidown, at 56 the old- 
est of the three main parties, said be 
was : rinfuriaterF by the waste of 
thousands of young lives through lade 
of ctpportunity. 

. “The Liberal Democrat vision is 
togjve aD Britain’s young people the 
dtyujee fo make a difference to their. 
- own fives, to their comxmnuties and 
kto.E6tilaiB.as r a whole, 7 * he said:;.-- 
would not be ioobard a cross’to bear, the party's policies on youth. ilterm-hTflaei litteraL^Democrats riostfl) 


have some claims to be the i 
youth, though- Matthew T&ylor, MP 
far Truro, has been the youngest MP 
since he was elected at the age of 24 
in 1987. Before that Charles 
Kennedy, who was elected for the 
SDP in Ross Cromarty and Skye at 
the age of 24 in 1983, held the title. 

In 1979, the youngest MP was 
Stephen DorrelL now Secretary of 
State far Health, who was elected at 


the age of 27. The youngest-ever 
woman MP is Bernadette Devlin wbo 
was 21 when she was elected as 
Independent Unity member for Mid- 
Ulster in 1969. 

But no one will ever beat the 
record of Herny Long, who was just 
15 when he was made member for 
Old Saram in 1835. Under modem 
electoral law, no minor can sit in 
Parliament. 


Lama Fhzstmmons,^, Labour cantfldate lor Rochdale. 

A former presided of the National Union of Students, Ms Fitzsimmons 
navy works as a lobbyist; She hasatreadybeen the Institute of Public 
Relations’ “Young Communicator of the Year" and was nominated for 
CtosnMiipoStaa's ."Wommv of the Year'' to 1993. She finds time for an 
leisure pursuits inducting hill- walking and “playing the horn". 


when Abortion film axed 
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The BBC and other broadcast- 
ers have refused to screen a par- 
ty election broadcast by the 
anti-abortion Pro-life Alliance 
which features an aborted foe- 
tus, following concerns that it 
could breach IndependentTele- 
vision Commission guidelines 
on taste and decency: - 

The PLA. which is fielding 56 
candidates in the election, said 
yesterday that it had been con- 
tacted by both the BBC and 
Channel 4 about the broadcast, - 
due to be screened tomorrow. 

The film was intended to in- 
clude dips from a controversial 
.American video. Hard Truth, 
which shows footage of body 
parts from foetuses aborted at 
clinics in the United States. 

“After viewing with other 
broadcasters and careful con- 
si deration, wc have decided 
that a ..sequence in the proposed 


party election broadcast by the 
Pro-Life AU&oce would be of- 
fensive under BBC guidelines 
and cannot be drawn in the pre- 
sent form." the BBC said m a 
statement It added that the 
PLAs radio broadcast would go 
ahead as planned today. 

The director of the, PLA, 
Bruno QuintavaDe, said die or- 
ganisation was consulting 
lawyers about tfie possibility of 
a judicial review. 

He said they had been told by 
Channel 4 that the' broadcast 
could only be screened after 
midnight and by tbe BBC that 
il could not shown at any time 
or under anydrcumstances. 

- “If this fpin is so horrific that 
we are not allowed to watch it, 
why on earth is this [abortions] 
going on in this coimtty 500 
times in every single day?" he 
said. It is planning to appeal, 
with the aid of the human rights 
organisation Liberty. Liberty’s ■ 


director, John Wadham, said 
yesterday that although the 
PLA was hs “political enemy” 
h was important to ensure that 
everyone had the- right to 
express their view. 

“We are acting as their 
lawyers on a possible challenge 
to the decision to ban their 
broadcast. Liberty has for many 
years been an organisation 
which supports women’s right 
to choose and we remain com- 
mitted to women’s right to 
choose," Mr Wadham said. 

The rules governing party 
election broadcasts state that if 
the organisation has correctly 
nominated 50 parliamentary 
candidates by 16 April, it should 
get a five-mirrute broadcast 
Bui broadc^ters are also bound 
by rules which say programmes 
Should, apt include anything 
“which offends a gainst good 
taste or decency or is likely to 
be offensive to public feeling'’. 


Channel 4 also confirmed 
yesterday that it had expressed 
reservations about die suitabil- 
ity of the planned broadcast sub- 
mitted by the far-right British 
National Party. A spokesman 
for the BNP said that the eleo 
lion broadcast was planned to 
go ahead on Friday. 

■ The Conservatives’ latest 
broadcast, shown last night, 
seeks to play on voters’ fears 
that new Labour has cut itself 
off from its roots and can be 
blown in any direction, writes 
Fran Abrams. 

Using the image of a pine 
tree being cut down and then 
propped up again alongside a 
more stately Conservative 
oanifer, the broadcast used a se- 
ries of newspaper headlines to 
show how Labour’s policy had 
changed over the past few years. 
The Tbry tree was a Wellmgto- 
oia, said by some sources to be 
similar to a Giant Redwood. 



crop of reds in the bed 
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Lutoii*s municipal gardeners 
will remember the day Tony 
Blair came to town long alter 
the memory has faded in the 
minds of the people who booed 
and cheered him yesterday- 
. , Crushed bulbs and withered 
slums were his legacy as those 
for him and those against were 
marshalled, shouting at each 
. ‘other from the raised brick, 
flower beds that pass for street 
chic in Bedfordshire. _ 

“Go on home you rat slag, 
was but one of the comments 
launched from the «d flower 
• bed as.ihc blue corner, pcop**^ 
bv a handful of hardy Tbiy 
women, tiptoed heavitythrougb 
the tulips shouting: “Toty not 

-• Tonyr . ; . - 

■; Into ibe pedestnarused 
- Jcy between them .strod e Mr 
pi™ gmnin o resolutely, daggere 
- m the right of him. ehantmg to 


Steve Boggan on the horticultural 
havoc wreaked by Tony Blair’s visit 

the left. He had jn# arrived on 
the Labour battlebus, climbed 
on to his red-carpeted podium 
and greeted Luton'S shopping 
jflnypfwj outside their town ha l l . 

He issued the usual promises - 
more nurses, fewer manageis; 
smaller class sizes; samethmg 
for the elderty, something for 
the young - and then launched 
himself into the frenzied ma» 
with a gusto that can come only 
from a determination to govern 
ones country. ■ 

Thelbtyccsnerwas fined ^ wnh 
no more than five or as women 
holdingplacards, but they made 
enough noise and earned 
enotigh weight to disrupt tfie 
event and demolish the flpweis. 

“He’s just a puppet of the 


unions,” sajd BaibaraJones, 3L 
*T don't want him to ruin the 
economy and f want to keep my 
job ana be able to pay my 
mmmag^:^" 

Sljnsi^potiuqg; anyway she 
added; : suryeying the crowd of 
300or so.?There were 10 dotes 
. this mahjf when John Major 
came two weeks ago.” 

As Mr BJair and his vnfe, 
Cherie, shook scores of bands. 


jan.Ptmgje,31,n council work- 
er, shook his head. 

“There may have been more 
people, 1 ’ he said. “But they 
were booing and jeering. It was- 
n’t exactly a warm reception." 

The passion had manifested 
itselffbrareasoa,Lmoahastwo 


consthuenoes, north and sooth, 
which are well within Labour's 
reach. In the north, Kelvin 
Hopkins needs to claw back a 
majority of 5,949 to topple Tory 
David Senior. In the south, 
hftu^retMoranneedstoover- 
tuni a majority of just 583 to re- 
place Sir Graham Bright, 
another Conservative. And the 
feeling in the town centre yes- 
terday was that they could do it 

Td prefer it if they didn’t 
win," said Malcolm Garlick, 
37, a flower seller. “They're 

moving in the right direction but 

they could do with another five 
yeare of learning about business. 
Having said aH that I think they 
win take both Luton seats." 

The words would have 
wanned the coddes of Mr Blair's 
heart and if he had heard them, 

. perhaps he would have planted 
a few red roses in his wake. 


BRITAIN SWINGS 
BACK TO THE RIGHT 
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Liberty 

attacks 

marked 

ballots 


John Rentoul 


The practice of numbering bal- 
lot papers is a threat to secret 
voting and should be scrapped, 
according to Liberty, the civil 
liberties campaign group. 

As in previous general elec- 
tions, all votes cast on Thursday 
next week will be traceable - in 
theory - by matching serial 
numbers on the ballot form with 
the electoral roll numbers 
recorded by polling-station 
clerks on counterfoils! 

This is to allow votes lo be 
traced in cases of “person- 
ation*', when someone votes 
claiming to be someone the}’ are 
noL If personation is proved, the 
bogus vote can be retrieved and 
the genuine voter allowed to 
cast a vote instead. 

But Liberty claims the pro- 
cedure is a “serious threat to 
ballot secrecy", because state 
agencies could abuse vote trac- 
ing to find out who voted for 
parties of which they disap- 
proved. “Wt have learned much 
in recent years about some of 
the more dubious activities of 
MI5." said a Liberty report on 
vote tracing. 

“We now learn from the de- 
bates on the Police BQl that the 
police have also for decades 
been engaged in covert sur- 
veillance and telephone bugging 
without the knowledge or con- 
trol of the responsible minis- 
ters, "the report added. 

It continued: “Can we real- 
ly believe that these agencies 
would never attempt to find out 
who voted for a candidate 
whose views they considered 
subversive or dangerous, when 
they could do so quickly and 
easily, in secret, with no public 
controversy?" 

But Liberty has dashed with 
the Electoral Reform Society, 
with which it carried out a joint 
inquiry into ballot secrecy, 
published yesterday. 

The ERS concluded that 
vote-tracing was needed to “en- 


the probity of the syste 
enabling abuse to 


m 

be 


sure 

by enabling 
identified and corrected. 

But liberty argues that vote- 
tracing “does not help in the de- 
tection of electoral fraud". It 
simply allows the result to be 
corrected, if personation is 
preyed, according to its dis- 
senting report. This would only 
matter if the number of 
fraudulent votes were greater 
than the winning candidate's 
majority. 

Liberty calls for vote tracing 
to be abolished and admits that 
it would not be possible to cor- 
rect an election result if fraud 
were proven in a close contest 
“It might become necessary to 
re-run a constituency's elec- 
tion in a very few cases- one a 
century, perhaps - when the 
winner's majority is smaller 
than the number of personated 
votes. That is a small price to 
pay for a truly secret ballot" 
says the liberty report 

Eric Syddique, director of the 
ERS, disagrees. “I think they are 
naive. The fact that the vote- 
tracing rules are there is a de- 
terrent Remove them, and 
over a period of time people 
would wjrk out how to carry out 
fraud and get away with it 
And if an election is a snapshot 
at a particular time, a re-run 
election may produce a very 
different result” 

But Liberty claims that 
Home Office officials have ad- 
mitted that the vote-tracing 
provisions are no longer need- 
ed, and that they cause public 
disquiet. It argues that voters 
should still be checked off the 
electoral register when they 
vote, to prevent personation, but 
that nothing should be written 
on the counterfoils of ballot 
forms. 

Vote tracing has been con- 
troversial snre n was introduced 
along with the secret ballot - as 
distinct from public voting 
which preceded it - in the 
Ballot Act of 1872. 



Morning tea: Michael Howard (left) and John Humphrys relaxing yesterday before the Home Secretary’s interview on Radio 4’s Today programme Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Why the politicians worry about ‘Today’ 


Nine minutes past eight yes- 
terday morning and in the To- 
day programme studio Gordon 
Brown is worried. And he’s 
not even there. 

His gravelly Scots voice is dis- 
embodied and emerging from 
a speaker connected by landline 
with the BBCs Westminster of- 
fices in Millbank. Most senior 
politicians prefer a face-to-face 
interview, with the exception of 
Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, who uses a ra- 
dio car because he claims not 
to get out of bed before Sara. 

“Wfeve spent a lot of time on 
this economic research," says 


Paul McCann goes into the studio and behind the scenes to find out why 
an eariy-moming radio programme sets the news agenda for the day 


the wan-mounted speaker to the 
Today editor, Jon Barton. “I'd 
hate to see it go unreported. " 
Tie report he is talking about 
is an OECD survey that Labour 
claims shows Tbiy Britain tum- 
bling down the economic per- 
formance league. 

Today knows the shadow 
Chancellor is worried. They 
had Charlie Whelan, his media 
minder, calling up the day be- 
fore hying to make sure that the 
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Organisation for Economic Co- 
operation and Development 
(OECD) is the lead item in Mr 
Brown's interview - at 10 min- 
utes past eight with the co-pre- 
senter John Humphrys. 

As it turns out he was right 
to be worried-in the handover 
meeting between Today's d ay 
and night teams the evening 
before, it had already been de- 
cided that Mr Brown is on to. 
speak about Europe in the 
aftermath of Jacques Banter's 
intervention in the election. 

The entire interview is com- 
posed of Mr Humphrys dying 
to get Mr Brown to express a 
Labour view on the single cur- 
rency. The OECD doesn't get 
a mention until a later item. 

It is a standard day of spin 
doctoring and political pressure 
for the nation's flagship morn- 
ing news programme. 

“I thought, when I joined, it 
would be endless harassment by 
Mandelson and Lewington,” 


said Mr Barton, about the 
respective Labour and Tory 
parly chief spin doctors. “But 
while we’ve had strong com- 
plaints about foeparties it is not 
minute-by-minute spinning." 

Mr Barton believes that the 
live and flexible nature of Today 
makes it less amenable to the 
spin doctor’s art than television 
news, whi± dealsin. pre-record- 
ed “packages” offootajje. 

He said: “TWe programme is 
long and can do several inter- 
views on a subject That way sev- 
eral points of view can be 
conveyed in one programme 
and they stay off our brack.” 

He thinks the spin doctors 
feel there is more to be gained 
by trying to influence the choice 
of soundbite or footage used by 
lunchtime news programmes 
because those dips can be run 
throughout the rest of the day, 
on various television news 
shows, creating as they go the 
agenda of that day. 


James Naughtie, one of the 
Today presenters, agreed: 
“There is an initial feeling to an 
interview that means it can’t be 
spun. Spin doctoring has become 
an obsession thafs completely 
out of proportion. Most of it is 
by people who want to write lots 
of self -aggrandising books after 
the election." 

; Bucy^e3bd<reb<fismBStve 
of politicians’ attempts to ma~ 
' nimilateiis agehdh, yesterday's 
other big political interview 
smelled at the very least of 
opportunism. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, was booked to come 
on foe programme to discuss a 
“major crime initiative”. But Mr 
Howard's crime proposal, when 
eventually revealed to a sleepy 
nation at nine minutes past 
seven, was patently not much of 
a story. Mr Major would pro- 
pose a target 10 per cent cut in 
crime to be achieved by a lot of 
things that had already been 


ann ounced. “You’re not intro- 
ducing anything new today 
then," was Mr Humphrys' scep- 
tical response to the “major 
crime initiative”. 

What is less dear is who ex- 
actly is the opportunist. The 
crime initiative was largely a fig- 
leaf for Mr Howard, a right-wing 
Tory leadership contender, to get 
on Today and bash Mr Sanlcr. 
But Today was happy to hove Mr 
Howard'talking about Europe 
because he had disagreed with 
Kenneth Clarice, the Chancellor, 
at the weekend on the Amster- 
dam summit’s implications for 
British sovereignty. 

Two small interviews an hour 
apart, probably lost in the elec- 
tion’s frenzy of nothingness, 
but they nicely illustrate why Mr 
Howard is such a feared polit- 
ical operator, and that Mill- 
bank’s spin patrol yet have 
something to learn. 

Michael Howard was giving 
Today a solid Eu rophobe -party - 
split story. Gordon Brown, in 
the words of John Humphrys, 
“wanted to come on and bash 
the Tories with a load of dodgy 
statistics”. 




seasick 


US writers offer no respite 


Kim Sengupta 

Spin doctors and soundbites, 
razzmatazz and auto cues, per- 
sonalities overshadowing poli- 
cies, and two main parties with 
s imil ar manifestos - American 
journalists fed at borne cover- 
ing this election. 

The presidential-style cam- 
paign being waged by John 
Major and Tbny Blair has also, 
perhaps, made the contest more 
accessible to parts of the US 
media. And this has led to 
some acerbic dissections of the 
characters of the two men. 


Tbny Blair has suffered by far 
the more in this, and surprisingly 
from a writerwho nay have been 
expected to be in sympathy with 
the leader of New Labour. 

Joe Klein, the “Anonymous" 
author of the nowriamoos Pri- 
mary Colours, and representing 
The New Yorker 'sfras the sole 
foreign correspondent granted 
access to the Blair banlebus in 
its journey up and down Britain. 

The magazine, which regards 
iisetfas the voice of sophisticated 
East-Coast liberalism, is edited 
by Tina Brown who. it has been 
said, covets the job of arts mm- 


ister in a Blair government. Her 
journalist and publisher husband, 
Harold Evans, has organised 
Labour fund-raising bashes in 
New York. But this did not 


Qintonis the ultimate salesman 
... Blair at times seems the 
ultimate sales clerk anxiously 
peddling toaster ovens ..." 

If Mr Blair is handicapped by 
his perceived similarities to 
Clinton. John Major suffers 
badly in comparison with the 
one modem British politician 
the Americans know well, Lady 


Thatcher. Writing in Newsweek, 
Stryker McGuire slated that on 
Europe “Major has been unable 
to keep a couple of hundred 
would-be MPs in line. This raises 
questions about his leadership - 
and unfavourable comparisons 
with his predecessor Margaret 
Thatcher’s toughness..." 

Time magazine noted 
Labour's long march away from 
socialism under Mr Blair. It 
said: “A party once identified 
with red flags, brown suits, and 
Marxist shop stewards had 
already eaten its share of 
humble pie, if not spinach.” 


HOW I WILL VOTE; SARA PARKIN 

Support goes to greenest candidate 


Sara Parkin was a spokesperson 
for the Green Party until 1992. In 
1996 she helped to found the Real 
World coalition, an alliance of 32 
pressure groups including Qxfam 
and Friends of ihe Earth which 
aims to promote issues of envi- 
ronment and equality. 

How will you vote? 

I don’t yet know. 

Do you have any preferences 
at all al the moment? 

Well, as a member of the Real 
World organisation, I have 
asked each of the candidates in 
my constituency to respond to 
each of the Real World’s 12 
“action points". When they re- 
spond, i will make my judge- 
ment on how to vote. 

You don’t see an election as 
a battle between Major and 
Blair? 

No, I want to use what limited 
power I have in the British elec- 
toral system to get the greenest 
bottoms on parliamentary seats 
as I can. Real World Js also 
going to do an analysis of the 


party manifestos according to 
those points. 

Do you think that the parties 
have a long way to go with 
these issues at the moment? 
Oh, absolutely. This has to 
■move centre stage. I have 
been involved in environmen- 
tal campaigning for 30 years 
now, and all the evidence is 
that the rate of environmental 
degradation is accelerating. 



Our sense of urgency is en- 
hanced, not diminished. 

You were involved in the 
Green Party, until you 
stepped down as Chair. Do 
you ever regret that decision? 
No, I don’t I regret that it was 
necessary, but I don't regret do- 
ing it My decision on how I will 
vote will be for an electable can- 
didate, and I think that’s very 
important 

My reason for withdrawing 
from the Green Party was that 
it did not want to think strategi- 
cally about how it could operate 
within the British electoral sys- 
tem. It’s the ideas we want to get 
into the public domain, the ideas 
we want to get into power. - 

Are you optimistic that what 
you would term a Green gov- 
ernment will come about be- 
fore rfs too late? 

Well, we’ve got no judgement 
about whar is and what isn’t too 
late. I think we've got to do 
something pretty swiftly, we've 
got to reduce our impact on the 
environment by about 50 per 


cent within the next 30 to 40 
years. I think the evidence will 
be delivered increasingly to 
governments from the envi- 
ronment and the impact of the 
degrading environment on peo- 
ple and on the economy which 
are already increasingly visible 
- and so governments wfll go 
green. What sort of government 
that is, I don’t know. 

In Germany, you’ve got the 
German Greens now well po- 
sitioned to perhaps be in a 
coalition government with the 
Social Democrats after the next 
election. In some cases it will be 
green parties providing the ve- 
hicles, in other cases it will be 
either green parties or green 
movements being the catalyst, 
but one way or the other, gov- 
ernment is going to go green. It’s 
not a question of whether they 
do or not, it’s when and bow. 

I get asked by people “who 
shall I vote for?" I shall be en- 
couraging everybody that does 
to get the Real Wood list and 
ask the candidates. These are 
the issues that really matter. 

Interview tty Ben Summers 
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in community values i Labour reiects 

Scottish union 
‘wish lists’ 




A*** 
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Stephen Goodwin 

George Robertson, Shadow 
Secretary of State for Scotland, 
yesterday tried to buzy the lory 
image of a Labour Party in 
hock to the trade unions with a 
blunt rejection of public spend- 
ing "wish lists'* paraded before 
this week's Scottish Trades 
Union Congress conference. 


from reality", Mr Robertson 
told delegates to the centenary 
congress in Glasgow, which has 
backed calls for a four-day 
week, a national minimum wage 
of well over £4 an hour, rena- 
tionalisation of the railways 
and further investment in in- 




Parent power: Alan Howarth canvassing outside . St Julian’s school in the Newport East constituency yesterday 


Photograph: Rob Stratton 


“The inescapable reality is 
that we cannot repair the eco- 
nomic damage or 18 years of 
failure in the first 18 weeks or 
even IS months of a new 
Labour government," he said. 

Delegates gave Mr Robert- 
son a polite reception but many 
were clearly irritated by the di- 
rectness of his language. 

Sandy Boyle of the TUC 


General Council said Mr 
Robertson had “over egged it". 
Nobody in the STUC was in any 
doubt about the relationship 
with Ibe Labour Party and noth- 
ing the Congress had decided 
had anything to do with “fan- 
tasy”, Mr Boyle said. 

Mr Robertson wove the 
courage of the pioneers of Scot- 
tish trade unionism in tackli 


health with the need for mod- 
eration today. 

“We owe them the discipline 
and hard-headed ness and the 
coolness of judgement to lake 
their legacy on and improve and 
better it for generations still to 
come." 

He said Tory scaremongcring 
would only be exposed as pet- 
ty and without foundation if 
there was self-discipline and 
control. “If there is an inflation 
of expectations of what can be 
done ... and if there arc un- 
reasonable and unfulfilablc 
demands made then the bene- 
ficiaries will only be those who 
want to hold hack the tide." 

Repeating the “no favours. 


only fairness" theme, Mr 
Robertson said if a Labour 
government was elected it 
would be to eliminate the 
“croneyism" which had so cor- 
roded public life for the last 18 
years. “There is no way we will 
replace their croncyisxn for 
croncyisms of any other kind." 
Nor could there be any magic 
carpel of unrealistic wish lists 


STUC leaders drew comfort 
from Mr Robinson's reminder 
that although a Labour gov- 
ernment would inherit the 
Tories* immediate spending to- 
tals it would not inherit ihcir pri- 
orities or policies. 

A key demand al the con- 
ference was for a national min- 
imum wage at substantially 
above any figure contemplated 
by the Labour leadership. Al- 
though a proposal from the pub- 
lic service workers* union 
Unison was dropped from the 
agenda a similar proposal start- 
ing at SO per cent of median 
male earnings - £4.42 an hour 
today - rising to two- thirds of 
earrungs slipped through. 


Tony l l ea th 

Memories in Wiles are tong. 
The giant Uanwem steel works, 
one of Europe's most efficient, 
is at the heart of the Newport 
East constituency. Alan 
Howarth was sitting on the Tiny 
benches at the time of the 1984 
miners', dispute and Arthur 
Scargfil was running the strike. 

How times change. Mr 
Howarth who crossed the floor 
to join Labour in 1995 is bear- 
ing Tony Blair’s standard in this 
safe Labour seat. And Mr 
ScargiU, founder of the Socialist 
Labmir F^rty and scourge of New 
Labour, has entered the fray. 

Mr Howarth was selected 
with some ease -he triumphed 
on the first ballot - Try party 
members barely a month ago af- 
ter the veteran Roy Hughes 
stood down after 31 years as MR 

Labour in Newport is neither 
old Labour not new Labour, 
just consistent Labour AqrOy at!,, 
tacbed to commtmify vahieii. 

Out canvassing with a posse 
of supporters in the Beech- 
wood area Mr Howarthwas at 
ease. “Ijiope you’ll support me 
on polling day," he said to Bev- 


Newport East: Scar^ll presence 
threatens to reopen old wounds 


erley Price, who was waiting to 
coflect her six-year-old twin 
daughters from St Julian’s infant 
school At another school Al- 
way primary, parents have 
clubbed together to pay the 
salary of Paula Hoddinott a 
teacher threatened with re- 
dundancy. "The Government 
cuts, teachers face the sack, but 
the community rallies round,” 
Mr Howarth commented . 

A good listener, he exhibits 
a steely determination to win 
the electors' trust. He knows 
. that there is some scepticism 
over his conversion. At the 
time he switched sides there 
were dies of tomcoat; bat re- 
markably few came from 
Labomm Newport fo fact, Panl 
Flynn, wfaq is seeking re-elect; 


, DemsCbughKn, now; retired, 
recalls the steehhen’s involve- 
ment in the miners* strike of 
1984. /The plsaatwasteptm op- 


eration by fleets of lorries fer- 
rying in coal. "We did as much 
as we could to help. Money and 
so on. Wfe even gave packets our 
•pinldes*, meal chits printed on 
pink paper, so that they could 
get extra food" he remembers. 
‘‘Now Scaigjn is just out to make 
trouble" 

For the president of the Na- 
tional Union of Mineworkers, 
already seething over the ditch- 
ing of Cause Four, Mr 
Howarth ’s conversion was the 
last straw. “In Newport there’s 
a choice between two Tbries - 
the official Tbry and the Labour 
Tbry- and a genuine socialist,” 

Mr ScargiD maintains. - 
Other memories surfaced at 
Usk View old people's, home 
' where 40 senior citizens were at 
- ■: tea.' MrHow&th listened care- 
.j. J fnlty to Nellie Dale, a sprigbt- 
Y Jy 90-year-ofd. Her childhood 
. was a time of hope, with cot- 
. heries hard at work a few miles 
outside the town and the docks 
bustfing with trade. A tract on 


the wall reads: “When I am an 
old woman I shall wear purple 
with a red bat” 

Later, as he prepared for yet 
another television interview, 
Mr Howarth remarked: “The 
Tbries have lost touch with the 
decent instincts of people. 
Places like Usk View, where 
people needing help are really 
helped, tell another story. The 
community here is still attached 
to traditional values but ft s also 
forward thinking.” . 

. When Labour chose its new 
man the Tory candidate, David 
Evans, claimed the seat would 
become marginal. The cliche 
has it that a week is a long time : 
in politics, but evidence on the 
ground suggests the prediction | 
is flawed. With the Liberal De- 
mocrat, ABstair Cameron: Raid 
Cymru’s Christopher Holland, 
Garth Davies of the Referen- 
dum Party and Mr ScaigiD all 
on the baBot the final figures will 
be revealing- But 'with , the 
inheritance of a 9,899 majority 
Mr Howarth looks safe. 

No chances are being taken 
but at the Ringland Labour 
Club conversation inevitably 
tarns to the size of the majority. 
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The regions 


For voters in Tynemouth, rub- 
bing shoulders with famous 
politicians is becoming almost 
commonplace. The political 
big guns are being wheeled out 
at a rate of three a week in 
this most marginal of 
constituencies. ‘ • 

Hardly a day goes by with- 
out a Westminster star xnuck- 
ingin with' the local butcher or 
pairin g hands with punters 
on Whitiey Bay seafront. 
Michael Portillo, Peter Lillcy, . 
William Hague and Robin 
Cook have all been and gone. . 
Others of even greater stand- 
ingwill follow. 

The electorate are being, 
left in no doubt as to how 
precious their vote is, by the 
Tbries desperate to maintain a 
lone patch of blue in the sea 
of red that dominates the 

political map on Tyneside, and 
by Labour who know if they 

can’t win seals like this they wffl 

never win power. 

Neville Trotter, the outgoing 
Tbry MP. is retiring after 22 
years and with him a substan- 
tial personal loyalty vote could _ 
disappear. - .. ... 

He leaves his would-be 
successor Martin Call an an a 


#iMERCURY 


seat that Iras not been in 
Labour bands since 1950, bat 
one with a majority that. has' 
beenwhittleddowntoamere 
597 in 1992. /. *' 

For the Labour candidate, 
Alan Campbell, foeouHook; in 
what national polls would 
suggest should be... a 
comfortable gain, has- been 
clouded bybonodary chafes. 
The rock solid Labour River- 
side ward has been removed 


over bow the party will fare. 
WBfiam Storey. 62, secretary of 
TVnemouih Golf Dub says he, 
like many other Conservative 
-voters, is going through a pe- 
riod of soiri-searcbing. “1 have 

hasten an automatic thing. 
But . now I am thinking very 
deeply about it" he said. “1 find 
previously staunch Tbries are 
disenchanted, with the party. 
While the majority fear a 



from .the battle zone and put 
- into the North Tyneside seat .' 

That leaves hfio needing to 
cbnjtke a 33^pcr 

scat TbeT^hemoo^ 
provide a welcohtefoodtx of 
drama to election night m the , 
North-east Our ouNexcke- 
ment usually conies from dih 
serving whichever of the two 
SimderiatuLseafa is in its tra- 
ditional racetohe-therfestw- 
the country to dedarea result . 

Local .Tbries are divided ' 


Labour government, they are 
' ftnifingitvety difficult to bade 
Major after years and years of 

unquestioned support" 

. . . Edna Hallffiay, 52, who 
-'owns mi o^&i&hop.in Whrt- 
. ley Bay says foeWd other busi- 
nesses mthe,area are still 
r experiencing acshimp in trade 
for which tiujr. Government 
must take some of the blame. 

_ “I have tried all sorts to get 
boanesstoi^iqiboirrehad . 
- no help figra&nyaroe. I vote 
Conservative because I have 
worked hairi; iin ny life to 


make a living. Labour have 
changed, but when it comes to 
crossing the box, people will 
still go with the Tbries." 

Mr Callanan, 35, is looking 
for most of his votes in the af- 
fluent^ white-collar, coastal 
wards of Whitley Bay, 
Moakseatan and Tynemouth. 
He has personally champi- 
oned a campaign to create a 
new council for the coast by 
abolishing the Labour-run 
North Tyneside authority - a 
move supported by a 20,000 
signature petition. 

Mr Chmpbell 39, a father of 
two and a teacher, is more 
concerned about attracting 
jobs to the area which has 
already seen major inward 
investment and work for 2,000 
in the form of the giant 
Siemens microchip plant 

A po0 of 500 Tynemouth 
voters by Market Research 
UR.for me Journal at the start 
of the campaign suggested the 
Tbries had sEpped 22 points be- 
hind Labour into third place, 
with voters in every age group, 
class, occupation and location 
turning to Tony Blair. 

Simon Bird 
The Journal, Newcastle 
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Defector’s 
tales fuel 
Seoul’s 
paranoia 


Richard Uoyd Parry 

Seoul _ 

Since his arrival in Seoul on 
Sunday, South Koreans have 
learnt a good deal about the 
highest-ranking North Korean 
defector. Hwang Jang Yop, al- 
though it is not the land of in- 
telligence most had in mind. 

They know what time he 
gets up (5am) and they know 
what he has for breakfast la 
glass of ginseng juice). They 
know he has a light appetite and 
that he is in good health for a 
74-year-old. 

But apart from a few dubious 
leaks, ancf an alarming speech 
he gave on his arrival they know 
none of the thiags Mr Hwang 
was supposed to tell them - 
about the workings of the North 
Korean regime, and its leader. 
Kim Jong C. 

In fact, since his defection to 
the South Korean consulate in 
Peking in February, the Hwang 
affair has revealed more about 
the paranoias and vulnerabili- 
ties of South Koreans than it has 
about their estranged brethren. 

The latest “revelation'' came 
yesterday, in a newspaper report 
about a letter from Mr Hwang 
allegedly passed to South Ko- 
rean intelligence in August. 
“North Korea is capable of 
scorching South Korea with 
nuclear weapons, chemical 
weapons and rockets. If the 
United States intervenes, it 
plans to scorch Japan too.*' 

The statements are in keep- 
ing with Mr Hwang's declara- 
tion on arriving in Seoul that he 
had come “to block war by join- 
ing hands with brothers in the 
south/* 

But this news had little im- 
pact. First, it is unclear why Mr 


Hwang would have run the risk 
of writing Such a document 
and how it got to Seoul. 

Secondly, as a philosopher 
and intellectual it is not the kind 
of information to which he 
would have had access. Final- 
ly, the timing and content of the 
report makes It suspicious: at a 
particularly sticky moment for 
South Korea’s own political es- 
tablishment, it is just the kind 
of thing to distract from the 
problems of the government. 

The Seoul administratioa 
has been badly compromised by 
bribery allegations involving 
bank loans to a recently bank- 
rupt steel company. 

But media interest in the 
scandal has been almost 
eclipsed by speculation about a 
mysiericais list which Mr Hwang 
is rumoured to have brought 
with him. 

The list is said to cany the 
names of prominent South Ko- 
rean figures, including members 
of the opposition, who are in the 
pay of the North. 

Government spokesmen 
deny the existence of such a list, 
but the rumour has been 
enough to provoke anxious 
squeaks from opposition politi- 
cians about witch-hunts. For the 
time being, Mr Hwang is giving 
the South a great deal to think 
about, before he has spilled a 
single bean. 

■ South Korean diplomats ar- 
rived back in Seoul from New 
York yesterday after failing to 
secure North Korean partici- 
pation in talks on peace on the 
peninsula. Officials from Py- 
ongyang refused to agree to the 
talks, intended to include Chi- 
na and the US, unless they re- 
ceived more aid to alleviate 
serious food shortages. 



Earthy approach: Pauline Tranje sitting in a mock sewer at the Children’s Museum Hi Manna during a programme on World's Earth Day 
yesterday. Children were given an idea of what such a structure is like, to help educate them on how to save the environment Photograph: AP 


US imposes sanctions on Burmese junta 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 


The US yesterday said it would go it 
alone in imposing economic sanctions 
on Burma in protest at “persistent hu- 
man-rights abuses" by tbe military 
government. Madeleine Albright, Sec- 
retary of State, said the measure “will 
deal a further blow to investor confi- 
dence” in Burma. 

Tbe decision follows tbe frustration 
of US efforts to co-ordinate jntpmatimml 
sanctions. Japan and members of the As- 
sociation of South-East Asian Nations 
in particular were reluctant to join any 
sanctions effort. Last week die UN Hu- 
man Rights Commission passed a res- 


olution expressing concern about arbi- 
trary executions in Burma, deaths and 
torture of people m police custody and 
forced child labour 
Banna’s government has been criti- 
cised by the West ever since it refused 
to recognise tbe results of elections in 
1990 that would have brought the op- 
position National League Got Democracy 
to power The co-founder and opposition 
leader, Aung San Sun Kyi, spent sixyems 
under house arrest in Rangoon and stfll 
faces restrictions. Opposition demon- 
strations have been violently broken np 
but none of these actions precipitated 
tbe sanctions, which are mostly limit- 
ed to a ban on uew US investment in 
Burma, gristing projects axe not af- 


fected. Tbe US is the fourtb-largest for- 
eign investor in Burma. 

The likelihood of sanctions was sig- 
nalled by Ms Albright last week. The 
BunaeseanBiaiy had responded to calls 
for more democracy by “placing even 
greater limits on tbe right of political 
expression and by throwing peaceful 
demonstrators in jail". 

“Burmese leaders are on notice,’' she 
warned, “that unless tbe clouds of re- 
pression are lifted, they will face in- 
vestment sanctions under US law" 

Ms Albright’s style of direct speak- 
ing, which has recently included warn- 
ings to Iraq over its flouting of UN 
resolutions and to China over its treat- 
ment of Hong Kong after it takes con- 


trol on 1 June, has created the impres- 
sion that the human-rights question is 
once again becoming an important in- 
gredient of US foreign polity. 

Her words, however are also point- 
ing up what some aides of the admin- 
istration see as a contradiction hi policy 

They note that when Vice-President 
A1 Gore visited rhin« recently tbe sub- 
ject of China’s observance of human 
rights was absent and China did not 
fed constrained to offer concessions, as 
it has in tbe past, by freeing any polit- 
ical prisoners. China, say the critics, be- 
cause of its size and importance to the 
US, is being judged by a more lenient 
standard than smaller less important 
countries. 


Algerian 

rebels 

kill 93 in 
village 
atrocity 


maSSaC/^J nmmrn i ■’ 


yesterday, including womcici 
and children, in the bloodiest i 


’Mamie i 


. ^ five yeartj 
ago, authorities said The mas4 
sacm was -in the village of, : 

Haouch Mqkfi,ncar Bougara^ 

who fled-.' 
ibe group as 

fcOIed villagers' 
because tHey*refased to "cot' 
laborate.” Armed groups do- 
pood for theirsurrival on the aid 
of riti&EfrS v&o provide food, 
money and other necessities 
• “"Wo have* no more to gwe. 
They’ve already taken every- 
thing,*’ said a member of the 
family which arrived in the 
capitaL 

Village massacres around 
Algiers have become a preva- 
lent form of violence since the 
start of the insurgency. The 
Haouch Mokfi massacre was the 
biggest single mass lolling since 
the birth of the insurgency af- 
ter the army cancelled 1992 leg- 
islative elections to thwart a 
victory by an Islamic funda- 
mentalist party. 

At least 60,000 people have 
been killed in the conflict. Pres- 
ident Liamine Zeroual has 
scheduled the first legislative 
vote since then for 5 June. 

The government statement, 
describing the massacre as 
“horrible”, said a gang of crim- 
inals stormed Haouch 
Boukhelcf-Khemisti fanning 
community in Bougara district, 
“They (the victims) were sav- 
agely assassinated by knives by 
a gang of terrorists,” said the 
statement, carried by state me- 
dia. “The attack showed a sav- 
agery without any precedent,” 
the government said, urgii 


people to be vigilant and on 
their guard. Officials use the 
term “terrorist” or “criminal" to 
describe fundamentalists who 
have been fighting to topple the 
government for five years. 


Starting up a business? 
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Whatever type ot business you start up, it's 
never ea$u. While gou may be very good at the 
business you’ve chosen, there are so many things 
to consider and this can be really daunting. 

If so, let NatWest lend a hand. We're the 
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Free help ond guidance from 
a NatWest Small Business Adviser. 

Free Banking for up to 18 months* 

Free Business Stort-Up Guide. 

Fre_e Help for Your Business' directory. 

Free Businessline, o telephone banking service. 
25% discount on registering o business name* 
To find out more or to open a Small Business 
Account, talk to the Small Business Adviser in your 
local high street branch. Alternatively you con coli 
us on 0800 777 888. 

It you're storting-up, there's only one choice. 
NatWest, the bonk for small businesses. 



Fish 

tah 


fta 








! 


t3> NatWest 

More than just a bonk 


.. 






* 



MW 


E 


U 


fian 
<>els 

»£*? 

•ocit, 


•iV. j 

u, t 
... -'“siin. * 


|vp it * 

at th* 



,*= ». 



Yeltsin courts new 
friend in the East 
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founder 


Kuswan outside Lenin’s mausoleum In Red Square yesterday with a portrait of the S 
r aa communists marked the 127th anniversary of the revolutionary leader's birthday Photograph: Mil 


i Soviet state's 

Michael Sstafiev 


Helen Womack 

Moscow ' 

The Qxinese leader, Jiang Zemin, ar- 
rived in Moscow yesterday for a visit 
which is intended not only to improve 
relation*: between Moscow and Peking 
but also to show the West that Rus- 
sia, unable to slop Naio expansion, is 
capable of finding friends elsewhere. 
- China, which used to compete with 
the Soviet Union for domination of the 
Communist world, is happy to play the 
game with the new Russia for economic 
reasons and because it dislikes West- 
ern criticism of its human rights record. 

The red carpet was rolled out yes- 
terday when President Jiang, accom- 
panied by his wife and by senior 
Chinese officials, arrived at vnukovo- 
% the airport for VTPs on the edge of 
Moscow. Mr Jiang will hold meetings 
with President Boris Yeltsin today. 

He was met by Prime Minister 
Minor Chernomyrdin, just back from 
Prague where he heard die Ciochs, for- 
mer subjects of the Warsaw Pact, say- 
ing politely but firmly that they 


regarded Nato membership as vital to 
their national security. 

Even after last month's Helsinki 
summit, -when President Bill Clinton 
sought to reassure Russia t ha t the Wist 
was not trying to isolate it, the Krem- 
lin has continued to object to the east- 
ward expansion of Nato and pointedly 
develop other relationships. First Mr 
Yeltsin, to the alarm of his liberal ad- 
visers, moved closer to a union with 
pQBtkaDy repressive and economically 
backward Belarus. Now he is turning 
bis attention to China. 

Long before Nato announced plans 
to expand, the then Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev healed the rift be- 
tween the two giants of the east by vis- 
iting Peking shortly before the 
Tiananmen Square massacre in 1989. 
Mr Yeltsin also travelled there last 
year, advised by his Foreign Minister, 
Yevgeny Primakov, that Russia should 
not concentrate on ties with the West 
to the exclusion of other friendships. 

The Russians and the Chinese have 
many areas of mutual interest. This 
week, Mr Yeltsin and Mr Jiang will sign 


a treaty, together with the leaders of 
three former Soviet republics - Kaza- 


khstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan - on 
the reduction of armed forces along the 
former Soviet-Orinese border. In trade 
talks, Russia win try to sell more arms 
to China and persuade the Chinese to 
raise the quality of the consumer 
goods they sen on the Russian market. 

But a political declaration which Mr 
Yeltsin and Mr Jiang plan to sign is 
clearly intended to challenge Ameri- 
ca’s dominant role in the world since 
the collapse of Soviet Coromunisru and 
the end of the Cold V&r. 

“Russia and China will express 
their vision of how to form the new in- 
ternational order in the 21st century 
and will speak out against claims by 
any country to the role of absolute 
leader,” Mr Yeltsin's spokesman, 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky, said. 

The Chinese ambassador to 
Moscow, li Fenglin, added: “This new 
type of relationship includes a refusal 
to late part in militaxy blocs, ruling out 
confrontation and any menace to 
third parties.” 


ROME DAYS 


You learn tbe strangest things 
by moving house, like the enig- 
ma of thenori-eristent Italian 
shower curtain. Or the even 
deeper enigma of the non-ex- 
istent Italian furniture. Or, 
most bizarrely, the finer points 
of fish-gutting in a public foun- 
tain. So many piercing insights 
into utter trivia. And we’ve 
only moved a few hundred 
yards down the street. 

Broadly speaking, there are 
two ways of finding a fiat in 
Rome. The first is rafi ed pot 

would be 

panoramic attic with extbnsive 
roof terraces for a cou$3e/<#.‘ 
years, all for the price of acon- 

^ TheServSre u«S route 
invokes linking up with a series 
of louche middlemen with 
greased-back hair and mobile 


nicety iBustr&les a broader issae: 
the lack of a proper consumer 
culture for household items. 
Thereare a few furniture mega- 
stores in the suburbs dial do 
endless promotions on local 
teleshopping channels. But for 
even a hint of good taste one is 
obliged to do the rounds of end- 
less snail designer sbopsand ar- 
tisans' studios. • 

The process is actually rather 
plea^t,iftimcKX?itfmming,in- 
yolving several visits, oodles of 
small talk and gallons of coffee. 

We had.vngnely enter ‘ 


tothemarfcef except forfero-' 
cehtihy, 

most of tfrat is probabtyfakt^ 

Forreasoos no doubt Connected^ 
to the Romans'’ historic inabil- 
ity to prodwee anything of val- 
ue es^t by nabbing h firim. 
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at the more pecuhanoes we no- 
ticed about Roman households. 
Like their addiction to two or 
ewefrihrec bathrooms, .even if 
thur&eons the kitchen is scarce- 
ly tng enough to strain a pot of 
pasta and the living room is 
posbedballway into the passage. 
WhylTm aD in favour of clean- 
liness, but 1 really don’t see why 

sharcU^wShmg facilities. 

We newer did get a convinc- 
ing answer to that one. But we 
diufirkLautwby there isn’t a sw- 

‘ fmJTid. 


i rung as it ready-made shower 
curtain, so the only way to have 
one boy the material, cut 
it to site* taate the loops and 
stick the whole thing on a spe- 
cially tart metal bar. Smce no- 
body ean be bothered with ajj 
that hassle, Rome ends up with 
a lot of wet bathroom floors. 

The shower curtain problem 


tysasantiiatHXpurc^toftstam 

refining. Assiduous readers of 
this column might remember 
how I got around the tortious 
rules for heavy rubbish removal 
last time we moved bybribing 
two ddfiverymen totakeWay 
our empty boxes. -This time 
around, I went me bdtter. I 




him to dear away our boxes 
nothing more than a cup erf cof- 
fee andashotaf granpaatthe 

nearest bar. I would have of- 
fered hima dice of freshly gut- 
ted pake, butstxangefybe yraax’t 
interested. 

Andrew Gumbel 
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ix& Cost Insurance for Renaults 

' Can our National Quoteffne on 

0345 123111 

AS cons Charged « Local Bate ■ ■ 

fjlHill House Hammond 

iso Bwneh« Nationwld. 
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LUCKILY, YOU CAN HAVE 
CONDITIONING AND A SUNROOF FOR 
£13,940" ON A LAGUNA RT1.8 


, /jK ■ AH the signs point do 1997 being another long hot and much stickier because you’ll have to pay at least £15,370* if you 

- • ' tIt summer. Exactly how hot and how sunny is entirely want a sunroof (even a manual one) with air conditioning. 

* m ^ 

REMMJIX up to you, thanks to an electric tilt and slide sunroof So, to make sure you’ve got everything .you need to spend this 

md air conditioning which both now come as standard equipment on summer in style and comfort 

:; j f; ■ •- 

ihdst Lagunas from the KT 1-8 hatchback right through to the top of visit your Renault dealer 

the range V6 as well as all RT and RXE estates. .or call us for details 

" :? Of course, .if-yoy’re thinking about driving anything else, a Ford of the Laguna range. 

Mondeo let’s say, your summer could be considerably less comfortable l afy na IT'S ALL WORKED OUT BEAUTIFULLY. 
a: 0800 52 51 50 
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Saddam 



tests US 


resolve on 


no-fly zone 


Patrick Cock bum 

Jerusalem 


Iraq yesterday tested the ban on 
flights over the southern half of 
the country by sending heli- 
copters into the no-fly zone to 
pick up 1,000 Iraqi pilgrims re- 
turning from the haj. the 
pilgrimage to Mecca. 

The Iraqi national news 
agency said: “A number of he- 
licopters were sent yesterday 
and this morning to the border 
area of Arar to transfer Iraqi pil- 
grims from the city of Arar to 
all the provinces of the country." 
Responding to the defiance of 
the no-fly zone imposed in 
1W. Mike McCurry, the White 
House spokesman, said: “We 
will respond appropriately, but 
we are not going to shoot down 
any helicopters’!" 

The move appears to be mo- 
tivated by disappointment that 
President Clinton's second ad- 
ministration shows no sign of re- 
habilitating Iraq. This was made 
clear in a hardline speech by 
Madeleine Albright, the incom- 
ing Secretary of State. in March. 

Babel, the Iraqi newspaper 
owned by President Saddam's 
son Uday, says: “America is the 
loser.** It notes that on 9 April 
Iraqi Airways defied sanctions 
by flying 104 pilgrims aged over 
50 to Mecca. 

A further motive may be 
that Iraq is about to celebrate 
the 60th birthday of President 
Saddam Hussein with country- 
wide parades, notably in his 
home town of Tikrit 100 miles 
north of Baghdad j4/-Qodissfyfl, 
a Baghdad newspaper, referred 
to him as “the pride of Iraq and 
the Arab nation.” 

It is doubtful if the symbolic 
defiance of the no-fly zone by 


Iraq will have much effect un- 
less it resumes regular civilian 
flights between cities like Bagh- 
dad and Basra. The purpose of 
the ban on Iraqi flights in the 
south of the country was nom- 
inally to prevent repression of 
Iraqi Shias in the marshes, but 
there is no sign that it has had 
any effect. The marshes them- 
selves have been systematical- 
ly drained by the government. 

President Saddam seemed 
to be tightening his grip on the 
country last year. Lt Gen Hus- 
sein Kamel, his son-in-law, was 
murdered after returning to 
Baghdad from exile in Amman, 
Jordan. A conspiracy to launch ; 
a military coup was crushed in 
June. 

In August Iraqi tanks re-en- 
tered Iraqi Kurdistan for the first 
time in five years to support one 
side in the Iraqi civil war. Some 
120 members of a CIA-backed 
Iraqi opposition group were ex- 
ecuted. At the end of the year 
Iraq was allowed to resume 
limited oil exports worth £l_2bn 
every six months. 

But this year has not gone so 
welL President Clinton has dis- 
appointed any expectations of 
a relaxation of the US pressure 
on Iraq. Rolf Ekeus, the UN 
arms control monitor, said last 
weekend that Iraq seems de- 
termined to keep its ability to 
make weapons of mass de- 
struction. This makes an end to 
sanctions imposed by the UN 
Security Council unlikely. 

Apart from exceptional cir- 
cumstances like the haj, it is un- 
Kkefy that Iraq can persuade any 
neighbouring coratzy to give it 
permission to land its aircraft. 
It will therefore continue to de- 
pend on the overland routes 
through Jordan and Tbrkey. 
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Display of force: A crying Chung feuk-lam is rushed away by Hong Kong immigration officials Photograph: Reuters 
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Hong Kong (Reuter) - In ah un- 
usual display of feree, Hong 

(Cnng immigration officers 
seized an eight-year-old girl 
and her mother from their fam- 
ily home yesterday and de- 
ported them to China- 

Firemen stood by ready to 
smash the door. But the girl's 
-father, who had defied orders 
to return his eldest daughter, 
fTiimp Yeuk-lam, and his wife 
to Hiina voluntarily let immi- 
gration officers in. 

Governor . Chris Patten 
turned down the' Chungs* ap- 

- peal against repatriation last 
week and the immigration de- 
partment gave the ramify until 
yesterday morning to return to 
China voluntarily. 

Chung Man-kwong's defi- 
ance of the immig ration au- 
thorities was unusual and 
attracted throngs of reporters to 
watch his handcuffed wife and 
daughter led away under rules 
that will still appfy even after the 
Hong Kong handover in July. 

Chung sneaked his China- 
bom wife and daughter into 
Hong Kong when Yeuk-lam 
was just three months old. She 
had been repatriated once be- 
fore but her father brought her 
back and she had spent most of 
her life in Hong Kong. 

- Leung Ping-kwan, a senior 
immigr ation official, said the 
deportations sent a signal that 
there would be no amnesty for 
illegal immigrants. He said his 
officers had been forced to use 
handcuffs. “We had been very 
restrained. 

But Mrs Chung was actingvi- 
olently. She even tried to kill 
herself by biting her own 
tongue,” Leung told a news con- 
ference. 

“If we gave them special 
treatment UwouM send a wrong 
signal to other parents that it is 
all right to smuggle their chil- 


dren to Hong Kong.” Mr I/nmg # 
said Yeuk-lam was one of 21 
children deported yesterday. i 
Hundreds of Hong Kong 
parents pay human smugglers, 

known as snateheads, tospir- . 

it their China-bom children 
into the British colony. 

Hong Kong operates a quo- 
ta system, allowing 150 main* 
land-born children into Hong 
Kong each day to join their 
families here. 



Chris Patten: turned down 
the Chungs’ appeal 


Hong Kong’s future leader 
Tung Chee-hwa warned on 
Monday the rules would not be 
relaxed after the handover of 
Hong Kong to China on July 1 
and that children smuggled in 
would be deported. 

He plans to visit the south- 
ern Chinese city of Guangzhou 
on Sunday to discuss the prob- 
lem with officials there. 

Social workers estimate that 
30,000 to 130,000 children liv- 
ing in China are eligible to be 
reunited with their families in 
Hong Kong. Most of them were 
fathered by Hong Kong men 
and born to mainland Chinese 
women. Both the mother and 
the children have to apply for 
residency rights to join mar hus- 
bands in Hong Kang -a process 
which can take years. 
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Clinton flies in with promises of 
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Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 

President BD1 Clinton went to the 
flood- atto fire-ravaged city of Grand 
Fbrksm North Dakota yesterday with 
promises of a Marshall-plan style re- 
truading programme and a sympathet- 
ic for residents who may never 
return to their homes. He was greeted 
a local newsmper headline, saving: 
“Welcome to Grand Forks, Mr Prejl 
.dent, Wiloome to our nightmare". 
That Mr Clinton - who has tended 


w* 


>v 


and who is still on cm Idles following 
his knee injury -made the trip himself 
is a measure of the magnitude of the 
devastation, even in a country of real- 
life disaster spectaculars, and the way 
it has gripped the American public. 

-Fee several daysnow. the scenes from 
Gifand Forks, where the Red River is 
naming almost 30ft above flood level, 
"have been apocalyptic. Main streets re- 
semble broad rivers, office blocks are 
several storeys deep in water, suburbs 
show only red and grey roofs. Older 
houses are described as looking ITlre rmy 
medieval castles with moats around 
them : the whole dty as a “ghost town 
sitting inside a vast chocolate swamp". 

Over the weekend, television news 
showed improbable sequences of dty 
streets submerged under water, while 
flames spewed from solid brick build- 
ings. First the flood, then the fire, then 
the plague? was the emotive burden 
of accompanying commentary. 

What caused the fires is not known, 
but what prevented their dowsing 
was: floodwater prevented fire engines 
reaching the dty centre, obscured the 
fire hydrants and reduced the water 
pressure, rendering hoses useless. 






i 






Bleak outlook: Howard Hoffc wading through the streets, has refused to leave his Grand Forks home in the evacuation 


Photograph: AFP 


The floods also breached the dty’s 
sewers, making evacuation a priority. 
By Monday, most of the 50.000 pop- 
ulation who remained were subject to 
“mandatory evacuation". People who 
had stood on rooftops to catdi sight 
of helicopters trying to dowse flames 
the previous evening were roundly 
scolded on local radio for their irre- 


spoosbBity. Only 10 per cent of the dty 
is unaffected. 

With die sewerage and other services 
oat of action, there are predictions that 
much of the city will have to be rebuilt 
and that it will be months before peo- 
ple ^ will be allowed to return. Estimates 
of the cost vary from a conservative 
5400m to mare than $lbn (£250m- 


£625m). The pesamistic ask. whether the 
city will ever be habitable again. 

As with other recent United States 
floods, the region of Grand Fbrks is no 
innocent in matters of flood preven- 
tion and planning. It is a threat peo- 
ple live with. Even this year, with a 
combination of late and very heavy 
snow followed by a rapid thaw, it was 


hoped that a massive volunteer effort 
to reinforce dikes and build banks of 
sandbags might save the city. At the 
end of last week, however. Grand lories 
had to concede defeat to the Red Riv- 
er. This was not just another flood, peo- 
ple said, as they abandoned their 
homes, but the sort of disaster that hap- 
pens only once in 500 years. 


Teenagers lure pizza deliverymen to their deaths 


David Wilkinson . 

Associated Press 

Franklin. New Jersey — TWo 
teenagers "looking for a victim" 
hired two pizza delivery men to 
an abandoned house and killed 
them in a random spray of bul- 
lets, blood and pizza. 

The 17- and IS-year-oldsare 
accused of phoning four pizza 
parlours before they found one 
that would deliver to the re- 
mote, rural *-±^***—*^ 


livery men drove up and low- 
ered the car window to hand out 
the pizza, the boys ambushed 
them, police said. 

“1 don’t know what they had 
on their minds,” said Police 
Chief Pete Vahaly,who is more 
used to responding to domes- 
tic violence and shoplifting 
complaints in thix usually qui- 
et north-western New Jersey 
town of about 5,000 people. 

After the men were shot ip 


placed face down on the ground 
and shot in the head. The last 
shots were described as being 
“like an execution,” though po- 
lice said that both victims were 
probably already dead. 

Georgio Gallara, 24, who 
owned Ibny’s Pizza and Pasta 
m neighbouring Hardyston, and 
his employee, Jeremy Gior- 


dano , 22, were killed. At least 
eight shots were fired. Police 
were called to the abandoned 
bouse by somebody who saw 
their car and thought there 
had been an accident. 

The teenagers were arrested 
eariy on Monday at their homes 
after calls to pizza parlours 
were traced to a phone booth 


outside a doughnut shop, where 
they were spotted by witnesses. 

At one of the other pizza 
shops, manager Tim Kiester 
said the caller had trouble an- 
swering routine questions about 
his address and phone number. 
Mr Kiester said he bad a “gut 
feeling" something was wrong 
and told his employee sot to 


make the delivery. The 18- 
year-old, Thomas J Koskovich 
was charged with two counts of 
murder and weapons viola- 
tions. The 17-year-old was held 
on juvenile charges. Both plead- 
ed not guilty and remained in 
custody. Sussex County prose- 
cutor Dennis O’Leary said rob- 
bery was not a motive. 


international 
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Whitewater prosecutors 
seek to extend inquiry 

Whitewater prosecutors said they had gathered “extensive 
evidence" of possible obstruction of justice and asked a 
judge to extend the investigating grand jury’s term by six 
months. Tbe office of counsel Kenneth Starr cited the 
obstruction inquiry and new information from James 
McDougal, the Clintons' former business partner, in 
requesting that the juiy’s term be extended to 
7 November; it is set to expire on 7 May. McDougal and 
his ex-wife Susan were convicted of fraud last year in S?m 
in loans from federally backed lenders for Whitewater, a 
real-estate development. The Clintons have not been 
charged but are under investigation in Congress. 

AP - Little Rock 

Argentina angers Falklanders 

The Argentine Foreign Minister, Guido Di Telia, angered 
Falkland Islanders by promoting his political “charm 
offensive'* on the birthday of the Queen. A letter said: “I 
would like to repeal my sincere belief that we are getting 
closer to the point where differences ought to be 
addressed. I am sure that if we do that, we will find a 
mutually acceptable solution. 1 think wc all now 
understand better our respective positions, limitations 
and possibilities ” Reuters - Port Stanley 

Japan row over mad-cow alert 

Dozens of Japanese brain-surgciy patients died from a 
rare contagion linked to “mad-cciw - disease after the 
Health and Welfare Ministry failed to act on a US 
warning, news reports said. In 1987 ministry' officials knew 
of a warning that Crcutzfcldt -Jakob disease could be 
contracted from transplants of the membrane that covers 
the brain and upper spinal column, but said the ministry 
failed (o take timely safety measures, which ils own 
research now indicates as the most likely cause of 43 cases 
of the disease since 1985. AP - Tokyo 

Saddam son’s recovery hopes 

Uday. eldest son of President Saddam Hussein of Iraq, 
said he expected frilly to recover from injuries sustained in 
a December assassination attempt and hoped to be 
walking within days following surgery on Sunday. Uday 
said doctors operated on his left leg, while officials had 
said German and Iraqi doctors were removing a bullet 
lodged near his spine. There was no explanation for the 
discrepancy. AP - Baghdad 

Bahraini children arrested 

The Bahrain Islamic Freedom Movement an opposition 
group, said 20 Shia Muslims, mostly children, had been 
arrested in the Gulf state this month in connection with 
anti-government protests. Reuters- London 

Ice-hockey chief shot dead 

Valentin Sych. head of the Russian Ice Hockey 
Federation, was shot dead in an apparent contract killing 
□ear his villa outside Moscow, police said. His wife was 
wounded in the attack but managed to summon help by 
mobile phone. Reuters - Moscow 



Looking for that 
perfect job? 

Then come along to the London Career Day on 
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Many singers enjoy rewarding 
careers in classical music but 
ii is given to few to push 
forward musical boundaries m 
the way Maty Thomas did so 

successfully. 

At ID vears old, she was en- 
tertaining Swansea audiences by 
playing the piano, and regular 
paragraphs in the local press an- 
nounced yet another exam 
passed with distinction. Her 
mother Polly, a stalwart of the 
chapel ehoir, encouraged her 
musical child to sing and dance 
and take part in all the festivals 
and eisteddfods which South 

Wales had to offer. 

After matriculating, Mary 
won a scholarship 10 the Roy- 
al Academy of Music, though 
when she began studying it had 
stQI not been decided whether 
she would become "a singer or 
a pianist. Gradually however the 
warmth and quality of her voice 
made a career as a soprano in- 
evitable. The academy award- 
ed her the coveted oral prize, 
the first time ft had been given 
to a singer, and. after a singing 
debut as a student in Mendel- 
ssohn's St Paul, she was in 
demand for oratorio before 
graduating. 

At a time when serious young 
musicians did not, or dared 
not, cross over the barriers be- 
tween classical, light music and 
jazz, Thomas happily disre- 
garded such stuffy boundaries. 
She enjoyed and actively par- 
ticipated in every kind of mu- 
sic Her mastery of her craft was 
indisputable, so when she chose 
to tour with Perry Como or Guy 
Mitchell, or when her distinc- 
tive voice was heard in jingles 
for InterCity rail and fizzy 
drinks, eyebrows may have been 
raised but it did no harm to her 
career. 

She had a wicked and some- 
what risque sense of humour and 
at the backing and jingle ses- 
sions was very much one of the 
lads. Sharing a house with her, 
I used to wait eagerly for her re- 
turn to be regaled with the lat- 
est jokes doing the rounds. In 
early days when money was 


He never cut the most athletic 
of figures on the football field, 
but that didn't stop Eddie 
Quigley becoming, for a time, 
the most expensive player in the 
history of the British game. 

In fact, the burly Lancastrian 
belied his ponderous appearance 
and misleadingly languid air to 
become one of the most profi- 
cient and sought-after goal- 
soorers of the post-war era, ar- 
guably deserving more interna- 
tional recognition than the two 
England “B" caps which went 
his way. In some ways Quigley 
was ahead of his time, a deep- 
lying. deep-thinking marksman 
blessed with subtle passing skills, 
the type of operator destined to 
become fashionable in the mid- 
1950s. when his playing days 
were drawing to a close. 

He began his career in 1941 
with his home-town dub. Bury, 
as a full-back but his destiny be- 
came clear one day at Millwall 
when, switched to centre- 
forward. he scored five goals. 
Thereafter Quigley remained 
in the front line - either as spear- 
head or, more often, as an inside- 
forward - and soon caught the 
eye of more fashionable clubs. 

In October 1947 he joined 
Sheffield Wednesday for £1 iflOO, 
going on to score freely for two 
years, but it was his next move 
which catapulted Quigley into 
the headlines. When he switched 


rather short, we formed a “sis- 
ters act” at the piano and ap- 
peared in cabaret at Rotary 
dinners where we slipped in the 
more suitable of the jokes. 

Singing the standard sopra- 
no oratorio and iieder reper- 
toire, Thomas quickly became 
a popular and frequent broad- 
caster. She sang the annu al 
BBC Messiah, appeared in the 
Proms at the Albert Hall and . 
was booked for the series Fri- 
day Night is Music Night and 
Land of Song. She often fea- 
tured as the singer with the 
Nash Ensemble and the Philip 
Jones Brass Ensemble but it was 
when she joined the avant- 
garde group the Fires of Lon- 
don and became the muse of 
their conductor Peter Maxwell 
Davies that musical frontiers 
were extended. 

Maxwell Davies became en- 
chanted by her ability. “With- 
out Mary Thomas," he said, 
“most of the music I wrote for 
the Fires just wouldn’t have 
been in existence. She was a 
wonderful inspiration and 1 will 
be for ever grateful for her 
unique lyrical and dramatic 
qualities which always excited 
me to create works for her 
special artistry." 

The first of several juicy 
works he wrote for her was Affiss 
Donnhhome's Maggot (1974), a 
solo musical version of the sad 
Australian bride’s story. Jflted 
on her wedding day, she lived 
thereafter in her wending dress 
among the disintegrating re- 
mains of the wedding feast 
The critics of the London 
broadsheets were unanimous in 
their praise. “A devastating 
singer and actress", “a superb 
soprano who is as good an 
actress”, “an extraordinary vo- 
cal, musical and histrionic 
performance 1 ’. 

The most de manding piece 
Maxwell Davies conceived for 
Thomas was The Medium 
(1981), a 45-minute unaccom- 
panied musical theatre drama 
during which the audience is 
left to decide whether the medi- 
um is bearing voices or whether 
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. Lang was educated at a Real . 
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meat Secondly, the ofl. crisis hit 
•-.a.QQuhtxy with, at that time, no 

M^eiioasg^ort^iaoductic^ 

The Larour Finance Minis- 
ter then Prime Minister Bill 

Bnwimg and Lang worked well 
together and they became life- 


ay’s extreme roontewmm - 
because it lacked htunamiy. 

He played an adto pari to 
the development of the arts m 

New Zealand. This 

bv joining the board, chaired by 
BiU Rowling, of the ambitious, 
new national museum under 

Lang's stepfather Pfi&ke was 

a renowned arefotecumflu- 

enced by the BauhaiB grte- He 

was the porter Lucie Rk^s men- 
tor, bad designed her Viennese 

home and the Lang femily were 

her dose friends. Henra Lang 
always visited her on his fre- 
quent trips to London. 

Hcwas last in London mhe^- 

teraber for the weddinaof^ 


on Sunday. Frances married 
Marie Brand in Westminster 


Ywascfimbih after foe Axischhiss- 
Sut Plisbke used personal iofln- 
ence-in Berlin to get foefamuy 
■ out' in 1938. Lang,;his mother 
Anpa and bis aepSthcr esc^jed 
4o blew Zealand; ainwmg In ' 
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.tactions. He-wps surprisedby^ 
-Quests who . caSlecLin- wearing 
their' gardening^’ clothes. “In • 
Europe cme bad a gardener to . 


long friends. But then Robert 
Muraooix swept bade to power 
■in 1975. The relationship be- 
tween Muldoon and Lang was 
stormy, and Lang stunn ed the 
country by t aking early retire- 
•ment in 1977, Always the loyal 
;'cMl servant, he refused to say 
publicly why he had retired. 
Muldoon paid him generous 
'tribute stating that he was the 
best Secretary to the Treasury 
he had ever known. 

. Tang started a new career 


Demanding; Thomas in Pater Maxwell Davies’s The Medium, 1981 


she is the mistress who mur- 
dered her child “Mazy Thomas 
raved pleaded imagined 
chanted shouted crawled and 
sang with incredible concen- 
tration and conviction ... un- 
questionably one of the great 
vocal virtuosi of the day,” wrote 
Time OuL 

On one occasion, after bring- 
ing the house down with a per- 
formance of 77i<? Medium in 
New York, Thomas went on to 
a party with Leonard Bero- 
stem who had been in the au- 
dience and he and "La 
Thomas”, as he called her. 


Eddie Quigley 



Quigley: ahead of his time 

Photograph: Hutton Getty 

to Preston North End in De- 
cember 1949, the fee was 
£26^00, a British transfer record. 

The idea was that he would 
forge a stylish partnership with 
the marvellous Tbm Finney but, 
in a foolballing sense, the two 
never gelled. Thus, after help- 
ing Preston to lift the Second 
Division title in 1951, he moved 
on again, this time to Blackburn 
Roveis - his fourth Division Two 
club - for £20,000. 

At Ewood Park, Quigley hit 
prime form, flourishing espe- 
cially under the attacking regime 
of the manager Johnny Carey, 
and netting 95 times in 166 se- 
nior outings before returning to 
Bury for his last campaign, as a 
3 5 -year-old in 1956. 


played jazz duets at the piano? 
until the small hours. 

Mary Thomas shared her 
ability and knowledge. Her 
warmth and friendliness made 
her a popular teacher. She was 
a professor at the Royal Acad- 
emy of Music but had also for 
many years taught actors and ac- 
tresses how to put across a 
□umber. She coached marry 
stars including TWiggy for the 
TheBayFriard (1971)“Efizabetb 
Seal for The Pyjama Game , 
and, more recently, Honor 
Blackman. 

The cellist Edward Holmes, 


Always a serious student of 
the game, Quigley appeared 
ideal management material and 
duly he spent six years learning 
his trade with non-League 
Mossiey. Then, in 1962, be re- 
turned to Football League 
ranks as Bray’s youth eoach and 
chief scout, unearthing such 
talents as Colin Bell and Alec 
Lindsay, both of whom would 
go on to play for England. 

Quigley's first berth as a boss 
was at Stockport, where he 
moved in April 1966, remaining 
at Edgeley Park for just six 
months during which he did 
much of the spadework to- 
wards County’s Fourth Division 
title triumph of 1966/67. How- 
ever, by the time the trophy was 
presented, he had departed to 
Blackburn, where he became 
chief coach and assistant man- 
ager to Jack Mansell, who was 
soon to resign. 

After a brief spell as caretak- 
er, during which Rovers narrowly 
missed promotion to the First Di- 
vision, Quigley was confirmed as 
fully fledged boss in April 1967. 
He had earned a reputation as 
a shrewd taetkaan and much was 
expected of him, but the next two 
terms proved frustrating, with 
promising starts followed by 
springtime fade-outs. 

Come 1970, with the team 
struggling, Quigley swapped 
jobs with the general manager 


Photograph: ^jiwile Mpbofe 

also, from Swansea,' was 
Thomas’s lifelongpaztner and 
they hadfa house m Swans&is 
well a* London. If one thing 
apart from her talent marked 
Mary Thomas out, it'wcje that 
success changed her nOha jot 
She continued to playtte organ 
in drnrdji eyeiySun da^and kept 
her 'strong Welsh acdeqj and 
sense of fun to . the 5^*1- ■ 

• . lyymten Kafe 


AveriL Mary Thomas, sitigek' 
bom Sw/msea 2 August J932;. 
married Edward Holmes; died 
London 17 April 1997. . „ 


go 'Yiszting without a tie.*; » ; 
-• Despite not speaking much 

- he *° 

the country dn^worioad tcPpay 
for his nniveraityyftutiiesJWHfc*- - 

' jp -three, years of* atfivkig b*-’ • 
zdazried Octavja.lbrtan arjeftwier , 
years Iater,m 15H4; lift gradiiat- 
;e<f from Victoria University} 
-Wellington srittf ^BaGfiKlor of . 

Arts andBacfaetor of Commerce -, 

. dt^eses. He jriannsd various to-; 

te»prisesiiK?udm^sauer ^rauf 
business which, erraed - up With 
the barrel, the jSuerkraut was* 
soaked in rotting in thejsfyad*. 

’> Lahg continued mflitify sei>- 
\ice and served Bwp years in the'_ 
Royal New 2^ealand Air Force.-’ 
Demobbed m hfe jbsqed’ 

- ‘ -l ' 


Lang: Immigrant spirit 

Abbey only to perish in the Peru 
air crash on their honeymoon. 

Henry tAng epitomised the 
spirit of a country built by im- 


as .VEHting ProfessOT of Eco- 
nomics at Victoria University. 
- He enjoyed teaching students 
because he genuinely liked 
. young people and related to 
them m a quite remarkable 
wav. He took up directorships 
imduding two ca foe eoantry*s 
largest companies,- New Zea- 
land Forest Products and 
, Challenge Corporation. 

-. Lang 1 saw the futility of thp 
protectionist pdiries ptniuedby 
Jhe Muidoon government of 
’l 1975-84. He acted as an advis- 
er tcvfoe Labour government, 
under David Lange, which 
‘ thrgw open the New Zealand 
' economy. However, he did not 
T^ v “Rogeraamics” - the coun- 


nrigratHHi. He went from refugee 
to head erf the dvfl service and 
contributed to the country’s de- 
velopment not only in econom- 
ics but alrom nurturing the arts. 

Umfsay Offer 

Henry Gepfge Lang economist, 
dvS stnmt dftd mS&te&sman: 
bom Vienna 3 Marth 1919; Eco- 
nomic Adviserto Nci* Zealand 
High Com mis& sker; London 
1955-58; Secmaryqf^easwy and 
Head of NZ CM Service 1968- 
77; CB 1977; WskjngPnfissorcf 
Economics, Victoria Unbcrntydf 
Wellington 1977-82; ONZ 1989; 
married 1942 OBriaTUmn (one 
son, three daughters, and one 
daughter deceased); died WdSng- 
ton, New Zealand 16 April 1997. 


iati’Dobles 


Carey. True, he had responsi- 
biUty for scouting and the youth - 
system but he was never happy 
in a mainJfy administrative role, ! 
preferring the day-to-day in- 
volvement with the senior side. 
At the end of 1970/71, against 
a background of severe finan- 
cial constraint, Blackburn were 
relegated to the Third Division 
for the first time in their histo- 
ry and both Carey and Quigley 
were sacked. 

The latter, who had been crit- 
icised for being over-reliant on 
blackboard theory, returned to 
foe fray as manager of Stockport 
in 1976 and derived enormous 
satisfaction when his compara- 
tively humble charges knocked 
Blackburn out of the League Gip 
at Ewood Park. Sadly, a slump 
followed and he was sacked in 
1977. Quigley went on to scout 
for Blackburn, under Howard 
Kendall, and Blackpool before 
retiring in the early 1980s. 

Iran Punting 

Edward Quigley, footballer and 
manager : bom Bury, Lancashire 
13 July 1921; played for Biay 
1941-47, Sheffield Wkdnesday 
1947-49, Preston North End 
1949-51, Blackburn Rovers 1951- 
56, Bury 1956, managed Stock- 
port County 1966 and 1976-77, * 
Blackburn Rovers 1967-70; mar- 
ried (one son, one daughter); died 
Blackpool 18 April 1997. 


FhbjSn Dobleswas<5nedf£^8- offering ■ for .,the* ■ femfly’S Sltio.de las Abms ifTht Siege 
ta- Rica's leading writers f*the . \ immunity from typhcfiL > r - ^Qf foe Qeaj^l l^and’-), which 
most prolific and foe most \ f: Thisexpcriejlce gave brn^'an . - has so far bee^foEgugn. 10 edi- 

- - 1 * _ j V 1,1, firino . T* M I'M dc fh, nmKlAm nf 


and article^. JTt is m tts.storifts &} elabotate in woricaHe - ^ion of thejand and tb e camp- 

and novels thatlfemademfcg- " .left foe CJnpta-an^entte'un^.* ' etfops by ruthless land-owners, 
jor- confribution^rfdcusing on 1 versity m San Jose to st#Jy L®w, M J A' left-wing intellectual, 


mg, and expressing an m tinjate rwkrfiias' '(“Tro utited ’Waters")#- Bticaldrange. He fellibul of foe 
knowledge and lgqp df Cbsta written is the vernacular, rep- . - authorities throughins social re- 
Rica, its people and language. - jesented Costa. Rica‘ i^'the . alism’and political alignment 
Most ^ peopfe- in Erigjaip! Latin American (Spmpefitioafijr ;»(]9Qs dramatic 1967 novel En el 
know little about Casta Ra cal It ;. : -NoveJ^.ThB^d bfoi^^ . Scat Juan hay 1 Tburdn, “In the 

rarely hits the' ■foteraat^ol’ Rories establi&ed him asanao-y San Juan River are Sharks”, for 
headlines. Dobles regarded fcomplished writer dating with ' example, depicts the bravery 
himseffa5“abigfifom-asm^[Il , - maljeraofsodaldgnificanceih of .Costa Rican guerrilla fight- 
pond”, but did see sonie'of his setting. hxl?50 wow Ids ers wfoo joined forces with Nic- 

stories published in aiffhdlbgies ' best-known 'ifbv^rto' aate,-:E2 araguan rebels against the 


.stories published in amhdto^es best-known 'ribvdTto' a 
abrdad alongside those 'of oth- ' 
er Latin Aiperican writers such . 
as Marquez, Borges, FauiknC\ 

Ouiroga ind Asnmas.-Howev- 
er his novels were not jmbhshed 
in .translatidn unti^'. his.* last, 

Years dkg' Brief Days, wa& p rib - . 
fished in English in 1996. *■ 

, Fabian was born ‘in 1918 in . 
the ■ siriall country town of . 

San Antonio de Belftn.foe'js&v,- 
enfo child of the local doctor. - 
Some of the details pf his child- 
hood and youth afe telated in 
his -finrfl v .noyeI, a pseudo-' 
autobiography, telling how he ; 
was forced to become a semf^‘ _ 
narist by his father as a tt&nlk:- - Jttteiies: ik* k^al colbur 



pf .Costa Rican guerrilla fight- 
ers who joined forces with Nic- 
araguan rebels against the 
'Sapdinista regime.) So he 
.‘was obliged to support bis grow- 
ing faxnfly by do mg a variety 
01 other jote including work 
^in industry, commerce and 
ajgriculture. . 

This wide experience deep- 
ened his, understanding, and 
appreciation of popular tradi- 
tiops and language, and led in 
1956 to Htsfoirias deJbtdMun- 
; do CThe Stories of Tbxa Mun- 
do”) I for which , he is most 
celebrated nationally. The rich- 
ness of local colour, lively ctia- 
. Itaue and perceptive portrayaf 
ofeharacter bear witness to nis 
sense of humour, love of lan- 


guage and above all, love of his 
country and people. 

He was to receive many pres- 
tigious awards during his fife, 
both national and internation- 
al, but-confessed that what he 
prized most of all was the af- 
fection and respect of his fellow 
countrymen who saw in his work 
a national pride together with a 
faithful account of their way of 
life, their language and their 
aspirations. But although his 
work is centred on Costa Rica 
it is universal in its sentiments. 

His Obras Completas in five 
volumes were published in 1993 
by the University of Costa Rica 
and the National University 
Press jointly, and are now in 
their second edition. A few 
months before his death, which 
was hastened by a struggle 
against emphysema, he was ho- 
noured publicly by what turned 
out to be a final official tribute 
by the State following the pub- 
lication in English of his last nov- 
el - Los Arias Pequerios Dias 
(1989) under the tide Years Eke 
Brief Days - by Peter Owen in as- 
. sodation with Unesco. His sur- 
prise and joy were unbounded. 

Joan Henry 

Fabidn Dobles, writer bom San 
Antonio deBelen, Costa Rica 17 
January 1918 ; monied Cecilia 
Tejos tfive daughters); died 22 
March 1997. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

HARRISON: W;LS. I Leslie), on 
IV 4 VT. of HcwalL. Mencjiside. Wid- 
ower ol Gwen 1 nee Francis), father 
of Ruth and Hilaiy. Funeral private. 

Aanmmewnents tor Gazette BERTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS i Births. 
Adoptions. Marriages. Deaths, Memo- 

rU smkes: Wrddfaqtannhmailes In 

Mcaortam) should be sent is writfng 
to the Gazette EdkocTbc Independent. 
1 C^naita SqpoK. Canon- WhnL Lon- 
don E14 SDL Idephooal to 0171 J93 
2012 or tuxd to 0171093 2910, ond an 
dnni^ or 030 alb* (VAT extra). 
OTHER Gazette unouDcoacitfs must 
be satmitted in wrlUof; for fated) and 
S* ch f*? 1 “ «0 > Um VAT extra. 
TB<y sbookl bt arompankd ty a day « 
me tdcpbooc Dumbcv: 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

S^SBHSes 

ssSSssasaS 

UsklM tu Macro AlaaaSra ncoda a it. 

r^adotioii * Si. lim'i “* 

Changing of the Guard 

haad rrfeiM te nfe VklA U 


Birthdays 

Mrs Shirley Temple Block, former 
child actress and US ambassador, 69; 
The Most Rev Michael Bowen, Ro- 
man Catholic Archbishop of South- 
wark. 67; Mr Bill Cotton, chairman, 
Noel Cay Television, 69; Mr Antony 
Craxton, television producer, 79; 
Mr JJ* Danleavy, author, 71; Mr Bar- 
ry Douglas, concert pianist, 37; Sir 
Diormuid Downs, automotive engi- 
neer. 75; Mr Harold French, actor, 
theatre and dm director, 100; Mr 
Leslie French, actor, singer and di- 
rector, 93; Air Marshal Sir Timothy 
Garden, Director, Royal Institute of 
huemational Affairs 53; The Hon 
Victoria Gtendinmng, author, 60; Mr 
William Hagerty, former Editor, the 
People, 58; Sir Arnold Hall, former 
foairman, Hawker Siddeley Group, 
S2; Sr Russell HtUhouse, Permanent 
Under-Secretary, Scottish Office, 
59; Mr Kevin Jarvis, cricketer, 44; Mr 
James Kirkup, author ami play- 
74: Dr Richard Laws, former 

Master. St Edmund’s College, Cam- 
britJge, 71; Mr Tbry Miles, chess play* 
er. 42; Mr Ronald Neame, film 
producer and direotor, 86; Mr Mike 
S mith, disc jockey, 42; Professor 
George Steiner, Eitraordmary Fd- 
kw. Churchill College, Cambridge, 
68; Mr Ed Stewart, former disc jock- 
ey, 56; Sr Hetbert^ "fettey, actuary, 89; 
M iss^ “fe ssa Wyatt, actress, 49; Sir Eric 
Yarrow, former chairman, CSvdesdale 
Bank. 77. 

Anniversaries 

Births: William Shakespeare, play- 
wright and poet, 1564; Maarten 
Haipenszoon "Gxunp, naval com- 
znanckr, 1598; George, Baron Anson, 
admiral and explorer, 1697; Samuel 


Willis, navigator and discoverer of 
Wallis island, 1728; Joseph Mallard 
WnHam TUnier, pointer, 1775; James 
Buchanan, 15th US president, 1791; 
Maria Thglioni, ballerina. 1804; 
Thomas Weight, historian and anti- 
quary, 1810; Lou is- Antoine Julies 
(Juflien), conductor, 1812; James 
Anthony Froude, historian. 1818; 
Pierre Dupont, songwriter, 1821; 
Max Ludwig Planck, physicist, 1858; 
Dame Ethel Mazy Smyth, compos- 
er, 1858; Frank Barrage, film direc- 
tor, 1893; Margaret Kennedy, 
novelist, 1896; Lester Bowies Pear- 
son, statesman, 1897; Dame Edith 
Ngoio Marsh, novelist, 1899; Vlad- 
imir Vladimirovich Nabokov, an- 
tbor and Iepidopterist, l899.Deadre: 
William Shakespeare, playwright 
and poet, 1616; Miguel de Cer- 
vantes Saavedra, author, 1616; Mau- 
rice of Nassau, Prince of Orange. 
1625; Henry Vaughan ("The S0- 
urist"), poet, 1695; Thomas Tickdl, 
poet, 1740: Christian WUhdm Ernst 
Dietrich, painter, 1774; Joseph 
Nollekens, sculptor, 1823; Erik 
Gustaf Geijer, poet and historian, 
1847; W illiam Wbrdswoxth, poet, 
1850; Auguste Laurent, eheousL 
1853; Friedrich Preller; landscape 
painter, 1878; Maria Thgliom, balle- 
rina, 1884; Karl Friedrich Wilhelm 
Ludwig, physiologist. 1895; Rupert 
Chasmer Brooke, poet, 1915; Joseph 
Pennell, artist and author, 1926; Lt- 
Csr Percy Thomson Dean VC killed 
at Zeebrugge 1918; Elisabeth Schu- 
mann, singer, 1952; Larry "Buster' 
Crabbe (Clarence Lin don Crabbe), 
swimmer and actor, 1983; Kent 
Smith, actor, 1985; Harold Aden 
(Hyman Ariuck), composer, 1986; 
Otto Preminger, Rim direc tor. 1986; 
Arthur Michael, Lord Ramsey, for- 


raer Archbishop of Gunerbuxy, 1988. 
On this day: King Brian Bom of Ire- 
land bear back the Danes ar the Bat- 
tle of Qantarf, 1014; the Order of the 
Garter was founded by King Edward 
III, 049; Connecticut .was cfaar- 
tered as an English colony, 1662; 'Bar- 
ren Hastings was acquitted of higjb. 
treason, 1795; Ntosolbngfai was cap- 
tured by foe Tuifcs, 1826; plans for a 
Channel Hmnel were turned down 
by Queen Victoria and Emperor 
Napoleon in of France, 1867; Gilbert 
and Suffivan’s opera JPtiknce was {fast 
produced, London 1881; foe Bank: 
of Zeebrugge ended. 1918; the 
British Empire Exhibition was 
opened at Wembley, 1924; the 
Shakespeare Memorial Theatre was 
opened at Stratfcnd-on-Avon, 1932; 
Allied forces in Italy reached foe riv- 
er Po, 1945; the oS pipeline from 
Kirkuk to Banias was completed, 
1952; the first heliport in Britain was 
opened in London on Thames-side, 
1959; the Erst decimal coins were is- 
sued in Britain (5p and 10p), but were 
used as one-shilling and two-shflHng 
pieces until decimalisation, 1968; 
the republics of the Soviet Union 

were granted the right to secede un- 
der certain conditions, 199L Today : 
is St George’s Day and the Ffeast Day 
of St Adalbert (Vbiiech) of PragSe, 
Saints Felix, Fomnatus and Ach- 
illeus, St Gerard ofUbtii and St Iben _ 

Lectures 

Thie GeDcry: Kurt Panzer Uscture, 
Sam Smiles, “Turner’s Narratives; 
tales of mystery and imagination", 
630pm. 

Briti^MuseuimDcmtinicMdnlte 1 ' 

ral, “Mummy ftxtmis: their uses and 
subsequent abuses”, 630pm. • 1 


Regina v Secretary hf State for the 
. Home Department, ex parte OS; * 

Outers Bench Division Crown 
Office List (Mp J ustice Sedley) - 
18 April 1997 . . : 

A person seeking* to «nter foe 
United Kingdom ffischarged 
tbe burden of proving BririSh- 
citizenship, established'' by ■ 
section 3(8) pf the Iirunigratifoi: 
Act 1971, by prodaong agen- 
qine passport describing him 
as a British dtizoL Therelwas 
-no farther burden upon foe 
entrant fo -prove his idefo%.-' 
The Quoin’s BcudiDb^m ■ 
quashed foe; deteariix^scrfi^ 
the Home Secretary tjiat the 
a^dicanrwas an fllegalenttaiL 
The ^rpficant had entered 
the UnitedKingdom qel 15 July 


. .1^ AW REPORT 

* " 23 April 3997* 


J pprfcdpalquerototobdderaded Section 33(1) of foe Immi- 
■ was oije of pure law: #asft.fer gration Act 1971 piovibed that' 
the Home Seovtfoy toisati&y T an illegal entrant was a person 
foe court that titearoLkafif was ’ ' who unlawfully entered, sought 


, an fllegal CDfrant,*ffl:ftir tM m>-; to enter or had entered the 
“ pBcantto satisfy Lbe’COurt font- . United. Kingdom in breach of 
;. he was not? y .immigration laws. A person 

; While it bad .rightly 'been - ‘■■ with the right of abode in the 
L conceded foait oo the ejddcncti;- United Kingctom was not an D- 
any .onus' which- tolgHt test oh *legal entrant. Section 3(8) ‘of 
foe Home Secretary coiddnot ■ the 1971 Act provided that it 
be discfaai^^ riidfisaih e was was for a-person asserting that 
■ true of foe applicant if in lair tfeWasamtifodtizen.teprove 
the onus was oq -tinh. had that he was, and by section 3(9) 

•produced - to dfe Passport a person daiming to have the 


for a six-month -p^po^vin the-, 
name of Chukwwii Obi Pp'17 
. October.1995, when ftp applied 
for renewal of foe passport; he' 
was arrested and sfexvcfl with 
a notice directed to ^irnhs -aja 
. illegal entrant •' r ‘-‘- " 
SiefttAie HarriSM ( Edwards Frias 
Ahnhamson, Lrverpooi} for the ep - ; 
pUcant;' Steven Kovaa" (Treasury 
SaUdun) firr the Home Secretary 

Mr JusticeSedley saM'Katffoe 


Agency rnateri^suf&kiitto s©^ * right of abode should prove it 
Oh© foe lawfrti issue torhim qf_ “by means of . . . (a)-a United 
^ fefl British ipa«»oit in the' Kingdom passport describing 
m m nafee -of CTAkwnfo but ' himas a British dtizen . - 
vfoere was ^tptJ3b\ibi foat ho . The applicant contended 
'hi&jhfec* jffd» that he had satined both sub- 

•onus was on him tefprcOT-hjs ' seaibns (8) and (9). The Home 
---identify in prdftr.te.prpv^rlft^-. -.Secretary accepted that 'the 
• .hewasintanillegarattrant,lie' r ^^^ de- 

; ' had not dMiai^'foailjiwden .scribed MrObi as a British dt- 


- proof Iay ? but WHfeiHhai ques- ■ not come- wi th m subsection 
tioh-was. anoprer ; jjroof ' Of ? * (9). He-submitted tiiat, once 
■:.what? ; The tefifo^e-qaebtforr identify had been queried, it 
’ - Was whether the- apg uynt Was was up to the entrant to prove 
or was hot anaKegM 1 ejtranL the further feet that he was 


the Mr Obi described by foe 
passport as a British citizen. 

In foe factual situation de- 
scribed, his Lordship had 
reached foe conclusion that no 
such farther burden rested 
upon an entrant. He remained 
open to all the sanctions of foe 
law if it could be proved that 
he had secured foe passport by 
fraud. Until that point was 
reached, however, the pro- 
duction of a genuine passport 
which described as a British cit- 
izen a person who was un- 
doubtedly foe person seeking 
to enter, discharged the burden 
of proof of British citizenship 
established by section 3(8). 

Although the authorities di- 
ed to the court contained rel- 
evant pointers/foe real answer 
to the question posed was in a 
strai^tforward reading and 
application of section 3(9) in its 
legal and historical context. 
Any other approach redu ce d 
the section to a shadow^ 
Parliament's evident intention 
and placed the executive in al- 
most unchallengeable com- 
ma nd of a liberty which, section 
3(8) apart, was in our law one 
of the individual’s most prized 

protections. - - 

Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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French voters have Britain in their hands 


JaHSKSSSSS: 

fejOoD I of the National Assembly 
the Breach president is putting his 
authority c® the line, along with the fete 
of the centre-right majority. He puts 
Europe at risk, too. Or rather, he may 
beje^ardismg the “project" ofmonl 
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campaign, short as 
it is, a Gallic brand of Euro-sceptkasm 
(not to be confused with the oflsbore 
species; may seize its hour 

“Europe is peac^" M Chirac said in 
his televisKm address to the Frendb peo- 
ple Monday. But what if significant 
numbers of electors prefer war -war on 
the unemployment they may (wrongly) 
blame cm preparation for the singft* cur- 
rency, war on the cute in social spend- 
ing they (half-correctty) blame on the 
euro, war on the fishermen and beef- 
farmers of Britain and the freedom of 
trade which has allowed their produce 
into France? On present ari thm etic the 
Gauliist-liberal majority in the assembly 
wffl lose seats but retain power Rutwhat 
if — this is not a contradictory proposi- 
tion - the elections result in an assembly 
in which European nay-sayers have the 
edge (for example if the National Front 
makes big gains or the Gaullists in the 
RPR stiffen their stance)? 

In such circumstances, French par- 
ticipation in the Amsterdam intergov- 
ernmental conference in June becomes 


problematic ... a lamed president and 
an uncertain prime minister would be 
unlikely to offer strong leadership. In 
turn, German attitudes would be 
affected, for the French would surely 
be pressing to soften the Maastricht 

criteria and pohtkase the conduct of the 
European bank. And soon. 

This then is an election to watch. 
Without France — meaning the assent 
of French people in the main - there 
can be no monetary union. Without 
fiance - me aning a French govern- 
ment confirmed mpcwCT- institutional 
reformation within the European 
Union cannot happen. Thus on France 
. and French electors depends the Very 
opportunity for a British prime minis- 
ter to display the macho attitudes 
espoused so ostentatiously in recent 
days by Messrs Major and Blair. 

The constitutional power under 
which President Chirac has acted saw 
service in 1968 when Charles de Gaulle 
faced a crisis of state. M Chirac’s posi- 
tion is hardly comparable. The Gauliist- 
liberal coalition has a handsome 
majority of seats which did not have to 
be vacated till next year- allowing more 
than enough time to enact the savings 
needed if France is to meet the Maas- 
tricht criteria. Dissolution now, as ibe 
socialist leader Lionel Jospin observed, 
looks suspiciously like a request for a 
blank cheque, hot just to make spend- 
ing cuts but to accept the euro on more 
or less Germany’s terms. To that extent. 
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this will be a European election, a 
chance for the French people to revisit 
the territory they voted on m that close 
referendum in 1992. 

Of course there are other factors in 
play, among them the corruption 
charges pending against a number of 
the President’s henchmen (and in the 
case of the mayor of Paris, Jean Ttb- 
erti, their wives too), for many French- 
men and women, Europe may bulk 
considerably less large than their 
resentment at unemployment or immi- 
gration. There is in France (as in Ger- 
many) a note of that fa talism about the 
European “project” - Jacques San ter. 


president of the European Commis- 
sion, was using the language of histor- 
ical inevitability again the other day - 
which grates so on British ears. Yet it 
seems unlikely that Europe will not 
feature in this French election. A key 
figure is ' M Jospin. He resolutely 
opposes further “austerity” for the 
sake of meeting the Maastricht crite- 
ria. If he makes Europe the issue this 
contest can only be viewed - here in the 
United Kingdom - as most welcome. 

Here is an opportunity to test the 
water, to consult, to seek to bring the 
costs and opportunities of closer union 
home to people. Europe cannot be 


built by policy Elites; that surely was the 
lesson of the Maastricht referendums 
five yearn ago. M Samer recognised the 
fact in his controversial speech, though 
he offered few thoughts on the remedy. 
M Jospin has spoken about offering a 
referendum - another means of secur- 
ing the people's assent (or their rejec- 
tion) of momentous actions taken by 
governments in their name. 

Another reason for attending these 
elections closely is to learn something 
about the ideology of British Euro- 
sceptkasm. In France, M Jospin wants 
to make an issue of the Juppd govern- 
ment's economic liberalism by identi- 
fying the enemy of France as that 
“ capitaSsme dur * which the Anglo- 
Saxons have clasped to their bosoms 
and which he does not want to see built 
into the European Union. Thus his 
demand for as “economic govern- 
ment ” to parallel the European Cen- 
tral Bank. M Jospin is being pushed to 
take an even tougher line on the euro 
by the Communists. But, inevitably, the 
anti-Brussels banner wifi be waved 
most energetically by Jean-Marie Le 
Pen, whose latest bon mot is that the 
Holocaust was an “historical detail”. 

Across the Continent, intelligent 
Euro-scepticism is starting to be heard 
from the left-of-centre, for example in 
Germany from Gerhard Schroder, the 
prime minister of Lower Saxony. 
Atavistic, hard-nationalist Europhobia, 
a territory inhabited here by certain 


Tbry MPs and their one-time 
paymaster Sir James Goldsmith, is in 
France and Germany the prerogative 
of the far right. 

The French election campaign will 
begin in earnest next month, leading to 
a first round of votes on 25 May. By 
then many British people will be pant- 
ing; “enough elections!” But the 
contest is worth following. It is not 
much exaggeration to say that upon its 
outcome the fate of the next British 
government bangs. 

A Union of 
debatable value 

I n all universities, student politics is 
at a low ebb. That is regrettable if it 
leads on to graduates avoiding engage- 
ment with civic life. But it is hard to see 
modem students regaining their inter- 
est in politics by taking part in fiiU-fig 
debating, with proposers in blade tie and 
all the rest Debating is an anachronism 
which hangs on only in such places as 
the House of Commons and the Oxford 
and Cambridge Unions. Perhaps, with- 
out the latter, the former might be a bet- 
ter place. Given the qualities in office 
of so many of the politicians these 
Unions have bequeathed to the nation, 
it is hard to panic at the news that the 
Oxford Union is in financial difficulty. 
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Critical battle 
for European 
aerospace 

Sin Michael Harrison's article (18 
April) concerning British 
Aerospace Airbus's repayments of 
launch aid ontbe A320 raised the 
vexed question of subsidy and 
political support in civil aircraft 
manufacture and the dispute 
between the US and EU on this 
issue. 

Europe’s response to US 
dominance in the civil aeronautics 
field brought forth the Airbus 
consortium in the late Sixties. The 
consortium was the benefipiary of . 
state aid, precisely becausettins was 1 , 
the only way that Europe could 
hope tocompete with the pant 
American corporations which were 
the recipients of largesse from the 
Department of Defense andNasa. 
US supremacy in rivfl aeronautics 
arose because the civil industry was 
embedded in a massive research , 
and development mid 
manufacturing infrastructure 
created by Cold War military 
policy; which placed airpower at 
the centre of defence strategy. 

The successful manufacturers 
were helped through lean times on 
the civil side by guaranteed military 
orders done on a cost-plus bass. At 
the same time, US precision of 
global security linked sales of both 
military and civil aircraft to 
continued American leadership of 
organisations such as Nato. After 
all, who in their right mind would 
have freely chosen to buy an 
aircraft such as the Lockheed 
Starfighter? 

Bearing in mind these points we 
in Europe need to see US claims 
about the role of the market and 
free trade in civil aeronautics as a 
smoke screen. Further, dual-use 

technologies in aerospace, 

originally developed on the military 
side, may have a number of civil 
applications, for example, where 
did the Integrated Modular 
Avionics on the 777 come from . 

Europe needs to see aerospace 
more clearly as a strategic industry 
with important externalities to be 
considered in addition to simple 
models of profitability. Aerospace 
is a prime medium for systems 
integration across diverse leaaing- 
edge technologies. The industry is 
also a major source of export 
earnings tor Europe. Aerospace 
jobs arc hi ghl y skilled and add 
enormous value through the 
production stage. . . . 

Finally, aerospace b critical to 
Europe's security- It should not be 
assumed that the US will always 
backupEurope’s airlift capacity, or 
that US airpower will always be 
avaOahle when European interests 
are threatened. 

■today fa the US the aerospace 
defence and c MI sectors move ever 

doser together, with benefit to 

both sides. Airbus’s US rival 

Boeing has an enormous defence 

portfolio and is at the centre of a 
strategy to use aerospace high 
technology as a springboardfor a 
new assertiveness in US trade 

policy. Europe needs to be awrare 

that while the US talks free trade it 
is practising mercantifem. 

Professor PHILIP UVWRENCE 
AerosMeltesean:?i Group 
...Unb^qfiheW^of Errand 

Bristol 

Sin A Jtony seeks an explanation 
for John Major's free vote mystery 

2S5E3Sffi!SEl- 

quite dear - the vote in Parliament 
wffl be on whether ornono 

eBdosretteGowrnn^ts. 
rccommendatk®- Only utne. 
Government backs entering the 



euro, and Parliament subsequently 
this, will there then be a 


Under these circumstances it is 
vital that MPs have a free vote. 
Otherwise, if both government and 
opposition support entry, any 
debate in Parliament will be a 
nonsense. On an issue so 
important, MPs mustbe given the ; 
freedom to argue theirowncase . 
and to represent the views of their 
constituents— both in Parliament 
and onthe doorsteps during a 
referendum campaign. Onfy then 
will this country get the senous 
debate it deserves. 

During this election campaign we 
should be encouraging candidates 
to discuss the single currency 

openly with constituents; we need 
to know where our MP stands. It 
ptems that Tony Blair wants only to 
stifle debate -%piUotymg'toiy 
MPS who speak their mind, and by 
making it dear that Labour MPs 
will be expected to follow the whip 
in any Commons vote. 

Democracy is best served by a 
free and open vote, whether in 
Pa yme nt or in the country, 
MARCUS YOUNG 
Ely, Cambridgeshire 

Sir; As a Spaniard living herefor 
many years, I have of course been 
deeply depressed by the recent 
sight of super-patnooc bulldogs- 
mid Gennan-baitmgposiers in the 
election campaj^Thereis. 
however, a very different Bntam, 
which for us foreigners is far more 

^{reCCTUy wentto the Victoria & 
Albert Museum to see once more 
what isfor me the nwstbeauofal 
object there - Nmo Pisano s Angel 

it was badly lit, 

I werUtothe front desk, where a 


charming lady volunteer 
encouraged me to flU in a 
comments form, lb my surprise and 
delight, I received within a week a 
personal letter back from the 
curator informing me that changes 
had been made in the lighting and 
hqprag that they would meet with 
my approval on my next visit. 

I doubt whether any other 
museum m Europe would have 
paid any attention to my 
comments, let alone taken any 
action. Hus kind of personal 
attention is to us in Europe far 
more important than the jingoistic 
rhetoric of your politicians. 

LUIS CANtZARHS 
London SW3 


Purple and 
privileged 

Sir: Some have suspected it for a 
long time. New Labour is now to _ 
tfcie right of the tones. Purple, their 
new.oolour, is of royalty, privilege, 
that of the highest in rank, of 
moneyed cardinals and bishops, 
tye know that New Labour is a 
“broad church’’ but surely not in 
this sense. It may be appropriate, 
however, for those who send their 
children to fee-paying schools. 

Red on the other hand stands for 
Old Labour virtues, the colour of 
tragic, magnanimity and fortitude. 
Still a colour ofiprivflege, adopted 
by huntsmen after Henry n 
declared fox-hunting a royal sport, - 
it is red which is the colour of 
passion. Women's magazroes agree 
that red is the colour of seduction. 


intensity and adoration, the colour 
to bring about changes. 

But purple may have been 
adopted as a subconscious linking 
with its classical use as the colour of 
death. Homer wrote, “purple death 
fell over him” - certainly Tony 
Blair* s fate if Labour is defeated on 
1 May. And in Italy it is still a most 
unlucky colour, one never worn by 
surgeons in the operating theatre. 

Colour symbolism, particularly 
change of a colour symbol, is not to 
be undertaken tightly or by those 
not well versed in die subject A 
piece of advice: forget purple. 
JOHN HUTCHINGS 
Colour and Appearance Consultant 
Bedford 

Sin Tie image of tony Blair and 
Chancellor Kohl has an older 
history than you might think. The 
12th-century historian William of 
Malmesbury records that in 1121 
Pope Calixtus II ridiculed the 
antipope Gregory VIII, whose 
election had been engineered by 
the German Emperor Henry V, as 
“that puppet of the long of 
Germany*. 

Tories will be gratified to learn 
that the English commentator 
considered the jibe “an exquisite 
and refined piece of wit”. As their 
fortunes continue to languish, they 
may also find comfort in the fate of 
the antipope, who was arrested bv 
the church authorities and forced 
to end his days in a remote 
monastery pressed into service as 
an ecclesiastical high-security 
prison. 

ALANMacCOLL 
St Leonards, Fife 


Ignore IRA’s 
bomb warnings 

Sin I would tike to support Roy 
Jenkins’ suggestion, which I heard 
on the television, that it is time we 
stopped taking responsibility for 
the outcome of IRA action. 

In the last war, when tram travel 
became unreliable, I bought a 
bicycle to travel the daily seven 
miles to work between Lee Green 
and Blackfriars. When notices 
notified unexploded bombs, we just 
walked care rally round them and 
continued on our way. The war 
certainly would have been lost if 
we’d waited for them to be cleared 
away. It is quite ridiculous to allow 
a few telephone calls to disrupt the 
whole business of any area. 

The Government should first 
state that the IRA is entirely 
responsible for any destruction or 
casualties arising from IRA 
activities, then give warnings of 
telephone calls of possible danger 
and let ordinary citizens get on with 
whatever business they wish. Tm 
sure present-day workers have as 
much determination as their 
forebears not to be beaten into 
submission by an enemy. 

MreB ML PERKY 
Chelmsford Essex 


Byron’s ‘bulldog’ 

Sin Anthony Thornton (“A softie, 
and no bull: Labour's choice wins a 
pat”, 19 April), refers to Lord 
Byron's endorsement of the 
bulldog and quotes the poet's 
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epitaph to his pet dog Boatswain. 
Mr Thornton bas got the right 
quote, but the wrong dog. 
Boatswain was a Newfoundland 
dog. 

My reference book describes 
this breed as “originally brought 
from the country of winch they 
bear the name, where their great 
strength and docility render them 
extremely useful to the settlers”. In 
contrast, “the Bull-Dog always 
makes his attack without barking: 
it is very dangerous to approach 
him alone, without the greatest 
precaution”. 

Who made the right choice, 

Lord Byron or New Labour? 
ANTHONY FENLEY 
Oxford 


Sainted actors 

Sin If your correspondents 
(Letters, 19 and 21 April) are going 
to discuss such important matters 
as the number of actors who have 
portrayed Simon tomplar. they (or 
you) should perhaps invest in some 
baric reference material such as 
David Pringle's admirable 

Imaginary Peopk- 

This mentions films featuring 
Louis Hayward, George Sanders, 
Hugh Sindairand Jean Marais (in 
French). There have also been 
radio dramatisations starring Brian 
Aherae, Vincent Price and tom 
Conway (in the US) and Terence 
De Marney (in the UK). Add 
Moore and Ogihy from the 
television, and now Val Kilmer on 
film, and this seems to add up to at 
least 1 1: as Pringle does not claim 
to be completely comprehensive, 
there may well be more. 

PJ MASTERS 

Baldock, 

Hertfordshire 

i ._ .. « 


Magpies found 
not guilty 

Sin The British Thist for 
Ornithology has not failed to 
address the possible link between 
the decline of many familiar 
songbirds and the increase in magpie 
numbers (Letters. 19 April). Our 
data, based on the work of tensof 
thousands of birdwatchers over 
many years, provide more detailed 
information than just the gross 
population trends. 

We use oar data both to 
investigate various potential causes 
of reductions in bird numbers and to 
focus more detailed studies on the 
most likely of them. So far, the 
evidence is that magpies, while they 
may affect the numbers of some 
other species on a local scale, are not 
responsible for the observed 
widespread declines of many other 
species. In contrast, there is 
extensive evidence that many species • 
have been adversely affected by 
developments in farming practices. 

Modem farming appears to 
represent the greatest threat to 
birds in Western Europe today. 

This is a problem for society at 
laige, which determines the 
policies and economic conditions 
under which farmers operate. 
Finding a solution will not be easy . 
and will not be helped by blaming 
eveiything on one factor, be it 
magpies or anything else. 

Should our work ever suggest 
that magpies are. indeed, 
responsible for reducing the 
populations of other birds, then we 
shall draw that conclusion dearly to 
the attention of those responsible 
for wildlife policy. It is not for BTO 
to campaign for culls but to urge 
that the management of the 
countryside is based on sound 
evidence, not prejudice. 

JEREMY J D GREENWOOD 
British Trust for Ornithology 
Thetford, Norfolk 

Sir. There seems to be only one way 
of reducing magpie numbers 
without harming other birds - the 
Larsen trap, invented in Denmark 
and more recently promoted by the 
Game Conservancy Trust at 
Fordingbridge - which will supply 
plans and essential components. ' 

My Larsen trap caught 78 magpies 
in two seasons (March to July). 1 
dispatched them humanely with a 
high-powered air rifle. 

Each trap requires a decoy bird, 
a live magpie, readily available at 
the beginning of the season from 
nearby farmers, and replaced by 
trapped birds to keep the captivity 
short. It needs to be fed and 
watered, of course. 

The reduction in magpie 
numbers in my garden has been 
matched by the increase in the 
songbird population. I now shoot 
the rare visiting magpie, with a 12- 
bore high-energy cartridge and No 
4 shot, from cover - they are wary 
birds. I am reluctant to fail them, 
but more reluctant to see them 
tearing songbird parents to pieces. 
PETER HILL 

Tanworth-in-Arden, Warwickshire 


Gaelic voters 

Sir My sympathies to Stephen 
Goodwin ( “Nationalists pity for 
real in battle for Isles", 31 April), 
who felt "frozen out" by the 
quixotic decision of Anne Lome 
Gillies, herself a Gaelic speaker, to 
talk to the voters of South Uist and 
Eriskay in their native language. 
Such signs of individuality should 
be stamped out wherever they are 
encountered - they’ll be wanting 
their own country nexL 
PENNY ROBINSON 
Sub-Dean 
Unri'ersity of Leeds 
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Activists, old 
and young feel 
voiceless in the 
new political 
climate, but is 
that a reason 
for not voting? 
Paul Vallely 
listens to 
two veterans 


I t is, more than ever 
before, the Election of 
the Disenfranchised. 
The Can't Be Bothered 
Party will, psephologists 
are predicting, make an unusu- 
ally good showing this time. 
The turn-out at the poll, they 
speculate, mil be poor. 

In addition to the usual 
quota of the apathetic and dis- 
engaged, there are still those 
who removed themselves from 
the electoral register in poll tax 
days. Add to that those in what 
is pejoratively termed the 
“underclass", whose economic 
alienation spills over into the 
electoral sphere. 

But this time there are also 
the radicals, those who no 
longer feel at home in a dera- 
cinated Labour Party, who feel 
that on a whole range of issues 
- increased taxation, law and 
order, the poverty gap, nuclear 

R ower, Trident and even the 
[ational Lottery - they have 
no vehicle for voicing their 
opposition to the main party 
consensus. Such radicalism 
exists at both ends of the age 
spectrum, as I discovered when 
I brought 26-year-old roads 
activist Jai Redman together 
with 87-year-old Spanish Crvfl 
War veteran Bill Alexander. 
Despite the age gap there are 
striking parallels in their back- 
ground. political formation, 
activism and disenchantment . 

Bill was born in 1910. The 
son of a rural carpenter, he was 
brought up in Hampshire by a 
mother whom he describes as “a 
free-thinker"; though they were 
a poor family there was always 
a newspaper in the house. After 
passing the scholarship he pro- 
gressed to Reading University, 
where he read chemistry. It was 
at the height of the Depression, 
and when the Welsh hunger 
marchers came through the 
town. Bill and his fellow stu- 
dents went down and listened. 



We shall overcome: roads protester Jai Redman (left) and Spanish Cfvfl War veteran BtB Alexander have much in conanon despite the age effference Photograph: Pater Macdrarmid 



After graduating he worked in 
a paper mill, where he j oined 
the National Union of Printers, 
Bookbinders and Paperworkers 
and, at the age of 22. became a 
member of the Communist 
Party. 

Jai was bom sbt decades later 
just down the road in 
Southampton. After an 
upbringing in the “sterile envi- 
ronment" of a new housing 
estate with parents who 
“aspired to middle-class con- 
sumer comfort", he also went to 
university in Reading, to read 
Fine Art- But it was politics 
rather than his chosen subject 
which fired him too. “There 
was no real politics on the cam- 
pus: just the old groups. The 
Tories were the biggest, 
opposed by the Socialist Work- 
ers’ Party.” But then came ani- 
mal rights protests and cam- 
paigns a gainst student loans 
and the poll tax. “It taught me 
the importance of individual 
action, of people taking control 
of their lives." 

The defining moment for Jai 
came with the plan to cut a 
motorway through Twyford 
Down. “I had passed it every 
weekend as a child on the way 



Can the Newbury bypass campaigners (left) draw any lessons from the fight against fascism in Spain (right)? 


to my grandparents and I had 
always thought that this totally 
circular hill was something 
romantic, other-worldly, mag- 
ical." He got on the next tram 
there and finished his degree 
from the protest camp, 
switching from sculpture to 
photography to document the 
fight against the road . 

Bill Alexander's righteous- 
ness was roused by something 
which was more immediately 
menacing - fascism. “The 
essence of fascism is that there 
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are superior nations, races and 
religions and that the superior 
can use power to maintain that 
position." Bill heard of the per- 
secution of Jews, communists 
and trade unionists -and feared 
for the same thing in Britain if 
Oswald Mosley and his Black- 
shirts triumphal “We all turned 
out to stop him at the Battle of 
Cable Street But when in Spain 
the people stood up to stem the 
tide. I decided the natural thing 
for me was to go and help stop 
it there before it reached my 
home and my family.” 

He fought for 18 months, 
becoming a Commander in the 
British Battalion of the Inter- 
national Brigade, before be was 
wounded and invalided out. 
“Frrmco was badeedty an expe- 
rienced Italian army fresh from 
its war in Abyssinia and by the 
lull might of Germany, which 
wanted to practise its Blitzkrieg 
and dive-bombing techniques. 
The Republicans bad no supply 
of arms and the British govern- 
ment pursued a policy of ‘non- 
intervention’, which meant we 
would not supply the arms. 
Bravery and conviction win take 
you a long way, but in the end 


the bomb and the bullet wfll win 
out So all the time we were 
doing what we could to influ- 
ence public opinion bade here 
to change the Government’s 
non-intervention policy. We 
sent postcards home and wrote 
to local papers hammering away 
and saying: Tor God's sake, 
change the policy*. 

“There was also a big move- 
ment to collect money and 
medical aid. The aim was to 
cany public opinion. That was 
the big lesson we learned in 
Spain, and have followed ever 
since. You’ve got to combine 
what you do with winning more Spain 
people to your point of view, three 
That’s what we did when we 
came home.” 


I t was a lesson which Jai and 
his contemporaries bad 
absorbed from the start of 
their direct action. “Public opin- 
ion has always been the be-all- 
and-end-al] to us. You can stage 
direct confrontations but in the 
end you have to make your 
point to the general population. 
All we can do is be an example 
to other people to say to them: 
This tide of tarmac and 


destruction goes no further than 
us. But you have to come in 
behind US’" We never felt that 
as a group of 20 or 30 people in 
a field we could affect the thing 
decisively. But if we were in the 
papers and on TV we could per- 
haps make a difference." 

BflJ’s battles were at Jarama, 
Brunete, Aragon, Ternel, 
Segura and de las Banos. Jai’s 
were at Twyford Down, Jes- 
mond Dene, Salisbury HflL the 
Ml 1 and the Newbury by-pass. 
At the erxj of fee day, of coarse, 
in each case they failed. ' 

T disagree," says BflL “In 
Spain we were defeated after 

e years, but the world 

learned from the resistance that 
fascism was not invandWe or 
inevitable. So when the Second 
World War began more people 
were ready. We weren’t 
defeased, we juk went to fight cm 
a different front That’s a com- 
fortfiMyou,Jaiyoum^notwm 
every time, but you can lose the 
first round yet win the war." 

“You can’t say people like 
Bill lost when there are people 
like me fighting today," Jai 
>onds. “BQl is absolutely 
it. It is about teTlihg people 


pie prepared to make ! 

-not heioicsor mElyrdom like 
Bill’s generation - but sacrifices 
for a better future." _ 

Tb such an agenda the forth- 
coming general election is, he 
insists,, largely irrelevant. Bill 
agrees, and see the problem in 
terms of method as much as 
modem electoral style.. “When I 
came out of the Army I stood as 
a Communist in 1945 in Coven- 
try East against Dick Crossmaa 
I went round in a dapped-out 
Austin Seven speaking to the 
people - oo fee streets, in the 
canteens, at the factory gates." 
That approach was partly dic- 
tated by lade of finances, but also 
by ideology: it was important to 
get to the people so that dialogue 
could be two-way. 

“Tbday there is no attempt to 
do that," Bill laments. “There 
are large numbers of the unem- 
ployed, homeless, the low-paid 
and the poor. But there is no 
attempt to canvass their views.” 
Their agenda would not sit eas- 
ily with the TV soundbites. 
Mention of such things might 
frighten off the legendary Mid- 
dle En gland voter. 

New Labour's strategy to 
concentrate all its efforts on the 


views of key. voters 

fill of marginal seats i & Bdl 
believes, wrong “polmratyaod 
morally”. He explains: U fee 
aim is only to get a parliamen- 
tary majority, regardless ot 
what you have to do to achieve 
it, sooner or later you’ll come 
up against the opposition, 
indignation and anger of par- 
ents, patients, trade unionists, 
environmentajists." If the mam 
political parties persist with 
such a strategy - and if New 
Labour continues its attempt to 
stultify any questioning minor- 
nnth an ntmoKnhere of dlC- 



that the enemy can be defeated. 
Environmental destruction is 
not inevitable. Multinational 
corporate fascism - with its 
cultural cleansing!, its chemical 
waste, pollution, violence -and 
the Armani suit it wears instead 
of jackboots - is notirvinrible. 
Individual bypasses may go 
through, but we believe we are 
winning the war and malting 
people realise that building 
more £pd more roads is a Six- 
ties altitude to infrastructure 
which offers no long-term solu- 
tioatj really believe that in the 
future people wfif took back 
and say They were right’ and 


‘Ask the Voter’, the new political phone-in 


T oday we have some- 
thing totally new in the 
election. Not another 
dreary phone-in programme 
wife a politician giving 
guarded answers, but a 
chance for politicians to put 
their questions to the ordinary 
voterl In the studio we have 
an ordinary voter. At fee 
other end of the line we have 
leading politicians of the day 
dlying to put their questions to 
an ordinary voter. And the 
first call is from ... ? 

Clarke: Kenneth Clarke. 
Vote: And what is your 
question, Mr Clarke? 

Clarice: 1 just want to put it 
to you feat as, under fee Tory 
stewardship, this country’s - 
economy is now booming ... 
Voter Excuse me one 
moment This is not a 
question you are asking. This 
is the usual political mefc of 
dk gnismg propaganda as a 
question. If you have a 
question to ask fee voter, ask 
it If not get off fee line. - 
Clarke: Point taken. May I 
first ask what kind of voter 
you are? A party faithful? A 
floating voter? A first-time 
voter? 

Voter: I am a last-time voter. 
Clarke: Good heavens. May 
I ask you to expand on feat? 


Voter: I am not particularly 
old, so 1 do not expect this to 
be my last election. But 1 do 
expect it to be the last time I 
vote if I feel my vote is 
wasted. 

Clarke: And how do you feel 
your vote would be wasted? 
Vbten I feel that it is only at 
election time that politicians 
pay any attention to fee voter. 
For five years in between 
elections we are ignored. 
Suddenly, at election time, we 
are courted, like a bank 
manager agreeing an over- 
draft Then we are ignored 
again. There have been plain 
signs in fee polls for two years 
now feat we are side to death 
of your government, but you 
paid no attention. You never 
admitted to being unpopular 
- at most you said it was mid- 
term blues, or that your 
message was not gating 
through. What you should 
have done was go to fee 
country then.' 

Clarice: You think a govern- . 
mem should call an election 
every time it is down in fee 
polls? 

Voter. No. But nor do I think' 
that the right people to 
decide on a vote of con- 
fidence are the parliamentary 
majority. Do you, Mr Clarke? 



Miles 

Kington 


Oaxke: I am here to ask 
questions, not answer them. 
You said so yourself. 

"Voten 1 did. Good point. 
Next please! 

Howard: Michael Howard. 
Given that fee level of crime 
has now gone down for five . 
years in a row ... . 

Voter: Next, please! 

DorreD; Stephen DorrelL 
Voten Next, please! 

Blair: Tbny Blair. Before I 
come to my question, may I 
ask why you refused to listen 
to DorreU and Howard? 
Voten To give them a tiny 
touch of their own medicine. 


And your question, Mr Blair? 
Blair: My question is this. 
Given that the government 
of the country is in fee hands 
of tired, dapped-out and 
corrupt politicians, is it not 
time for a change? 

Voten Tb put it into the 
hands of inexperienced, 
idealistic innocents? 

Blain No, I am not talking 
about the Liberal Democrats. 
I am talking about Labour. 
Voter: Nice try. But do not 
the Liberal Democrats have 
more recent experience of 
governing, at least at local 
level than Labour? 

Blain AH right. Twill 
rephrase the question. Come 
1 May, will you please please 
please please vote Labour? 
Voten No. 

Blain Why not? 

Voten Because Lab our is 
lying a bad third in my 
constituency and I would 
rather vote Lib Dem to get 
fee Tory MP ouL Because in 
this country we tend to vote 
against people rather than for 
them, and I shall be voting 
against Toiy, not for Labour. 
Blain Even if it means 
putting Labour in? 

Voten res. We don't trust 
Labour any more than fee 
Tories, but we haven’t had a 


good chance to mist rust you 
yet. Because politics, if it is 
anything, is a soap opera, 
and fee British public are 
dying to see what would 
happen in the next episode if 
Labour were put in power. 
Ashdown: Paddy Ashdown 
here. Then why in heaven’s 
name did you vote the Tories 
back in at the last election? 
Voter Because we are voters, 
and voters are not very clever 
people. 7/as it not H L 
Mencken who said “Demo- 
cracy is the theory feat the 
common people know what 
they want and deserve to get 
it good and hard”? 

Ashdown: Was he American* 
Voter: Yes. 

Ashdown: Then his remarks 
are not relevant are they’ 
Voten No. Whatever else fee 
Americans’ faults, they do at 
least think big. Even when 
they are complaining they 
think big, Americans worry 
about fee budget deficit and 
fee national debt to Japan. 
We worry about VAT on 
heating and the price of 
prescriptions. The British 
electorate is petty and 
deserves petty politicians. It 
gets them good and hard. 
Ashdowm Yes. but ... 

Voter Sony, time’s up. 





™ politio . - 
on a new form wife single- 
issues direct action, like that of 
Jai as fee new norm. 

The young activist agrees. 

“Politics is defined by people. 

All these disenfranchised 
groups - feat’s where fee real 
politics is, not with hollow fig- 
ures wrestling wife each other 
for power and a Prime Minis- 
ter who looks like an alternative 
comedian impersonating a 
prime minister.” 

T his is why the imperatives 
of real politics have so lit- 
tle interface with the 
election agenda. “Look what is 
happening in Central Africa 
today,” says BQl. “Who in this 
election campaign has men- 
tioned that?" He lists the other 
issues which have gone missing 
from this Marie Celeste of 
British politics - the increasing . 

poverty gap. the insecurity of 
those m work as well as the 
frustration of those without it, 
transport issues, pensions, 
genetically engineered food, 
a nr? sustamable development in 
what he calls “the majority 
world” in which two-thirds of 
the globe's population exists in 
serious insufficiency. 

There is, responds Jai no 
politics on the street now - “It 
aD comes out of The Bax.” That 
is why he did not bother to vote 
last time and why he will not 
vote on 1 May. 

Bill is unhappy at fee sug- 
gestion. “I can’t bring myself to 
canvass for Labour, as I* always 
have in fee past. I have vciy lit- 
tle heart for what’s happening in 
fee new Labour Party." But he 
will vote, for the lesser of evils. 

“In struggle you’ve got to go 
step by step," he says, address- 
ing Jai directly. “The old radi- 
calism was built over generations _ 

- building trade unions, the " 
Tolpuddle Martyrs, fee forma- 
tion of the Labour Party. It took 
yeais to assemble. History has 
never been a straight upward 
curve, it's all ups and downs; 
after 17 years of Thaicherite 
individualism we have a lot to 
rebuild. So the first thing is to get 
Labour elected, and the next is 
to press for change within New 
Labour. Absenteeism doesn't 
recognise feat struggle is a step- 
by-step process.” 

Jai looks momentarily chas- 
tened by fee authority of age and 
experience. “1 don’t know 
whether my landlord has regis- 
tered me," he says. “If so I may 
vote Green, or 1 may go in and 
spoD my paper. What we need A 
is a box to tick which says ‘None 
of the Above’. But I wfll vote if 
lean. You’ve shamed me intn it." 

The old radical laughs at fee 
young one. La lucha comimia. 

The fight goes on. 
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co-operative? 


England and The Surf 


1 /^i o-operaiion. It is 
I .a nice word - the 
V-/ idea that people 
do thing; together, help- 
ing each other and 
thereby improving the 
lives of everyone. So dif- 
ferent from competition, 
suggesting a fight for 
supremacy. You never 
hear of “cut-throat co- 
operation ", do you? 

But co-operation, as 
far as. UK economic __ 

endeavour is concerned, Hal 

is in rapid retreat. You ■>_ 

can see that retreat this 1*IC 

week in the battle for 
the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, the Tin 

sprawling business con- x AU 

glomerate that runs the - 

Co-op supermarkets, ' 

the bank and (an inspi- 
ration for countless bad nm 

jokes) the funeral par- , , 
lours. A young entre- "til© ^ 
preneur called Andrew 
Regan is trying to nf 

launch a £3-2bn bid for 
the group. This has led CfV 

to accusations of indus- 
trial espionage, pay- _ j 

ments to companies in U J 

the Cayman Islands, 
threats to cal] in the ma 

Serious Fraud Office 
and other excitements. 

The bid may or may 
not succeed - it looks a bit flaky to me 
- but it would not be credible at all 
were it not for the Co-op's poor 
record. The bank does well, having 
cleverly used its non-mainstream sta- 
tus to attract customers sensitive to 
ethical issues. In the Fifties the Co-op 
completely dominated the retail gro- 
cery trade; nowit occupies a small cor- 
ner. Maybe the bid will succeed and 
the CcMJp will face sudden death; even 
if it fails, the alternative looks more 
like death by a thousand cuts. . 

But it is not just in the Coop itself 
that the co-operative dream is fading. 


How do 
we 

nurture 
the values 
ofthe 
Co-op in 
a free 
market? 


Building societies are co-operatives, 
founded so that people could save for 


founded so that people could save for 
their own homes, and, in saving, help 
othera to buy them. Yet in the space 
of 10 years almost that whole sector 
will have changed to shareholder con- 
trol. Just this week Alliance & Leices- 
ter shares hit the stock market. Abbey 
National converted some yeanfago; 
thc’Halifax (the largest bfatf) and Ore* 
Woohvicb are about to follow: •. ; ^ p 
Even that other group of mutually- 
owned financial institutions, the life 
assurance companies, is now beg®-' 
ning to abandon co-operative status. 

It is not a bad rule to judge people 
on what they do rather tbanwhat they 
say. At the height of 19th-century cap- 
italism people were busy formingeo- 
operative institutions - they deliber- 
ately rejected the stock market as a 
form of ownership in favour of self- 
help . Now, at a time when it has 
become fashionable to criticise the 
supposedly harsh values of the stock 
market, and praise the “stakeholder” 
virtues of co-opcration, exactly the 
opposite is happening. Institutions 
which have taken 100 years or more 
to build up in co-operative form are 
being converted to shareholder 
ownership, because people are voting 
for it. Meanwhile, no significant new 
cooperatives are being formed 
That last point is surely the killer. 
The commercial world is extra- 
ordinarity fluid You would expect 
companies to rise and fall, to change 
their shape and their ownership. But 
you would also expect similar activity 
among new enterprises. Yet white 
there are enormous numbers of new 


businesses being cre- 
ated, there does hot 
seem to be the same 
energy in the co-opera- 
tive sector. Why not? 
There are several pos- 
. able reasons. One is that, 
the commercial sector, 
spurred by competition, 
bas lifted, its game. The . 
G>op stores are finding 
it tough because Tesco 
and Sainsbtuy are much. 
Hamich better than they were 25 
i iciiiiiaii years ago, and they are 

McRae better because tb e lidless 

eyes of the financial mar- 
kets are driving them to 
. be better. One or (in the 

>w GO case of the life assur- 

ance groups) two cen- 
nn-p * tunes ago people 

needed new co-opera- 

rflTFVi tive ventures because 

L vl«v .• the totality of the com- ■ 

' i mercial alternatives was 

VaiucS .* at- best uneven, and at 
,,, ... worst dreadfuL Now any 

! the new consumer desire 

' will quickly be spotted 
-ODin and met. 

“• . . That leads to a sec- 
fVpp • °° d change: the need 
• for professional, spe- 
cialised, driven man- 
TlScvl agemenL It was a fairly , 

straightforward business 
■ running a retail group 
or a financial institu- 
tion two or three generations ago, and 
[ it was not difficult to attract quality 
management. Now management has 
; become intensely specialised, and 
organisations without clear ownership 
i seem to find it difficult to attract and 
i retain these skills. Good people who 
might start co-ops seem to prefer to 
start their own businesses instead. 

There is a practical example of the 
failure of co-operative management in 
the famed Meriden co-op which, 
backed by the then Labour govern- 
ment, took over Triumph motorcycles 
It collapsed. But now, as The tnde- 
, pendent reported last Saturday, the 
business has revived under a single, 
gifted owner and is successfully push-; 
ing back the frontiers of Japanese, 
domination at the top of the market . 

A rather different reason may be 
the growth of the state since the $ec- 

- ond World Yfer. The sett-bqte&tbos 
■i which founded the*19tb-oeng^M^^ 

6 tittibnsgr&x up m a period 
: < '^nopreSiin^tiQDltiathw953e5off^ 

- . of govennnem to take responsibility 
for encouraging home ownership or 

- pension provision. So co-ops bap- 
pened because if they didn't, nothing 
got done. Now it may still not get 
done, but there is a state to blame. 

Will this change? I think it may. The 
idea of the co-operative is too good, 

- too long-established, too attractive a 
concept to disappear for ever. There 
are small-scale co-op enterprises being 
founded now that never hit the head- 
lines. A tiny number may grow into 
substantial businesses. They will be 
helped by other structural changes 
taking place in the economy; the abil- 
ity of the Internet to link like-minded 
people together; the fall in the unit 
size needed to be successful in a busi- 
ness; maybe even the spur of the 
retreat of the state. 

But if the movement is to revive, it 
will have to do so from the bottom up. - 
It will happen because people want to 
co-operate, not because they are told 
to by some politician. What govern- 
ment can perhaps do is to remove 
roadblocks. Somewhere out there, 
maybe some future Co-operative Soci- 
ety is being created. We just haven't 
beard of it. 


Europe or the tabloid, which will the Labour leader betray? His nationalistic tirade panders 
to Euro-sceptic prejudice and undermines our best interests, argues Andrew Marr 


. 1 

f / 'V n the day we 
Wwm ■remember the 

' I ■legend that St 

l . . ■ W George stayed a 

dragon to protect . 
.' England, some will argue that there 
is another dragon to be stayed: 
Europe.**. 

There is a weasel phrase there 
- “some wiD argue” - but in tone 
it. is indistinguishable from any- 
thing by John Redwood, Norman 
TebWt, B31 Cash or Michael Por- 
tillo. In the relentlessly nationalis- 
tic tirade that follows, the author 
promises to slay any European fedr 
eralist dragon, so that England can 
be strong, building a Europe “on 
Britain’s terms”. It comes from an 
article is yesterday’s Sun and the 
author was Hmy Blair. 

It goes much further than 
“reclaiming the enemy’s tunes”. 

. The impression given is the fash- 
"ionable one that Europe is ail 
threat. Nowhere was there a miti- 
gating word of praise, however 
feint, for the European Union. 

.. That, 1 suppose, would be 
“inappropriate" for the audience 
of Sun readers. Blair has often 
founded more pro-European, but 
when speaking to different audi- 
ences. One message for one 
group of readers on Europe, 
another for another. Does mis 
ring any bells? 

Alarm bells, obviously - but 
there’s also a faint chime rever- 
berating over the years. I remem- 
ber, in particular, a Conservative 
Party conference. 

In a seaside hotel, I bumped into 
one of the most pro-European 
Tory MPs in the party, and then 
later had a drink with a fiercely 
Euro-sceptic right-winger from the 
L TVo Turning Back” group. Coin- 
kaden tally, both had seen the same 
jrising^ little-known minister that 
4day and both were impressed. 
•Wny? Because he had given both 
iof.them the impression that be 
parsed* 200 per cent with their 
tviewS. He was then Chief Secretary 
.to the Treasury, and his name was 


Tomorrow is 
St George’s Day, 
the day when 
the English 
celebrate the 
pride we have 
in our nation.’ 



‘I will have no 
truck with a 
European 
superstate. 

If there are 
moves to create 
that dragon 
I will slay it.’ 


Wrapped in the flag Tony Blair and his dragon-slaying message to ‘Sun’ readers yesterday 


Thereat difference £s that most 
qEtebours Euro-sceptics are age- 
ideologically fair removed 
from the Blairprqeetiwhercas the 
Tbry Euro- sceptics are often 
young, including many new candi- 


sflenrty. The Labour pro-Euro- 
peans keep their mouths shut too. 


peans keep their mouths shut too. 
And so the tide flows over both, 
leaving only bubbles to mark 
where they stood. 

You don't need to be an enthu- 


bototosbns and 
3bdsy,lbffly Blair* 
This weak leader- 


j -apd are dofo jto tie. ideor - siast for the single 


snip, nis taitures or party manage- 
ment, and the whole country 
knows what be means. But bow did 
Major come to seem weak? 

It was because he thought the 
best way of dealing with a divided 
party was to tell the different fac- 
tions that, deep down, he was on 
their tide. He was agreeable to the 
bastards. That was why they 
became disruptive bastards. He 
was winningly pally and reassuring 
with the pro-Europeans. That is 
why they feel betrayed. 

By failing to make his own views 
sufficiently clear, the Prime Min- 
ister thus made it inevitable that he 
would have to take special account 
of whichever Tbry faction won the 
Struggle for hearts and minds. You 
may say that the argument about 
nationality and power ^ was good for 
the country as a whole, however 
damaging it was for the Tbry party. 
But in brief, that is the short story 


of how Major the leader became 
Major the follower. 


No one is suggesting that the 
Labour Party today is in anything 
like the same state as the Tories 
were when Major became leader. 


were heartened by the social pro- 
gramme ofthe EU. Quite a few of 
therm served in the Strasbourg par- 
liament, as MEPs or aides. And 
anyway, they don’t tend to have the 
rhinoceros-faced angst about 
national destiny that is ingrained in 
every proper Tbry. 

But if Blair can igpore, at least 
for the time being, the likelihood 
of a serious party split on Europe, 
there is the rather larger question 
of the direction of the country. Yes- 
terday’s press conferences by 
Labour and the Conservatives con- 
firmed a general impression of a 
desperate "more-sceptic-than- 
tbou” competition - a headlong 
flight away from Europe. 

Doubtless this was fuelled by 
messages from target voters. This 
week, soft Labour voters and soft 
Tory voters are thought to be 
winnable by the party which offers 
most nationalist-patriotic reassur- 
ance. Apart from the liberal 
Democrats, no one has the 
courage to stand against the tide 
and speak up for what used to be 
thought plain common sense. Ken- 
neth Clarke is obliged to fume 


federal ist, to be worried. 

*t2relflu a 

danger which needs to be stood up 
to, then we cannot, as a country, 
stay in it forever. 

That is worth pausing over. 
Without better, more balanced 
and wiser political leadership than 
we are seeing in this campaign, we 
cannot stay fully within the bloc 
that takes 57 per cent of our 
exports and provides 55 per cent of 


our imports; which was directly 
responsible for 30 per cent of our 


responsible for 30 per cent of our 
inward investment last year (more 
than Japan, and securing or creat- 
ing 32.000 jobs). Business is over- 
whelmingly in favour of the EU, 
however irritated companies are 
about some of its bureaucrat. 

But politicians, cowed by a 
handful of millionaires and xeno- 
phobic newspapers, haven’t the 
guts to stand up for it. Instead of 
mimicking the Tbry rhetoric. 
Labour could have been champi- 
oning an alternative democratic 
agenda for the EU. speaking loudly 
about opening up the Council of 
Ministers, reforming the Commis- 
sion and reassessing the role of the 
Parliament. 

Many of us are genuinely scepti- 


Euno- cal about the single currency and see 
1 too. the need for some clear and final 
both, definition of the “ever-closer 
mark union". We understand the fear of 
being politically swamped, and the 
nthu- need for vibrant national and local 
, .or a * .. democracy. Where true radicals 
wyfg- . differ from the Euro-sceptics is that 
don't only want to defend 
at. a : national politics; we tram to make 
xiup British democracy really worth 
intty, defending, by taking it away from 
the hands of focus group organisers 
over, and late-night cabals in the whips’ 
need offices of the House of Commons. 

> than “Europe” cannot be separated 
n,we from these domestic concerns; 
bloc flinch from Europe and you start 
; our retreating back from reform into 
mt of nostalgic, flag-waving Gormeng- 
lectly hast politics. It's no coincidence 
f our that the fiercest British enemies of 
more the EU have been those on the 
real- right who uncritically and onhis- 
over- torically worship Westminster 


absolutism and the self-congratu- 
latory, incompetent old establish- 
ment that goes with it. 

Whatever his other views, 1 had 
always thought that Tony Blau- 
wanted to lead us away from all 
that 1 thought I knew that much. 
No. I said to friends, in the end he 
will turn out to be a radical not a 
conservative. Hell be brave. He'll 
lead, not simply follow the fashion. 
Now, writing this in anger and 
bemusement, 1 no longer feel sure. 
How can modernity and pro-Euro- 
peanism be compatible with sen- 
tences like the one which opened 
Blair's article and which stands at 
the head of this one? How? 

Yes, this is an election campaign. 
In power, it might be very differ- 
ent. But it seems to me that Blair 
will have to choose between 
betraying the whole emotional 
tone of his Sun article; and betray- 
ing our nation’s better future. 


Seven out of ten 
in the UK die 
without a Will 

F ew people expect to pass divorce, any provision made 
away in the near future for your previous spouse is 
- most of us have every cancelled. The birth of a child 


Why I will vote for the Lib Dems 


T wo conditions characterise litis 
general election; the poverty and 
deprivation in which a growing 
number of children, families and single 
men and women live: and the law^jo 

which bach Conservative and La Dour 
parties are committed, which, m tneir 
scope and implications, surpass evenme 
i>nv>n>i»nni rvwvL>r5 of the national cov 


scope and implications. 

iKsasjg 

~ As Thp- Economist has saw- itie 


emmem aurwg me awjiiw "ry“ r: 

~ As Vie Economist has said: Tne 
kgti vowers of the British 
.now extend far beyond whiti other 
establfehcd democracies consider ioi- 
erable ... public officials have hems 
granted brerthtakingty 

These powers are: the Cnrruo^Ju^ 
rice Act, the Criminal 
Investigations Act, the Crime (Sc - 
dices) Act, the Asylum and Immigra- 
tion Acts and the Police Act. 

During this general election the pns- 
nre mitoter, Ann \VMd«mnhe- 
banned Emma Nicholson, the pbcrai 
Democrat MP, from returning to 
Cflmpsfiisld House, a notorious deun- 
t»n centre for asylum seekers, and from 
visiting any detention centre- inmiigra- 
tion centre or prison service estaMsn- 
menu indud^g Dartmoor m herowi 
constituency. Ms Nicholson is oppos- 
ition spokesman for prison-related sub- 
jects andfor human right* ^ and the Lat- 
eral Democrats are commuted to 
opposition -and repeal of the Asylum 
and JihmaratiOT Acts. _ 

* iWc voted Labof r -^ 

htstoiy of the Lafiour Party still moves 
my instinefe ti> vote Labour. Tnai 
Labour Party has ceased to exist- wit n 
The of she .Police BilL UK ciu- 


zens and asylum seekers have lost all. 
the civil/tniman rights fundamental to « 
democracy, with the exception of trial 
by jury. The Labour Baity supports all 
this’ legislation. Labour further pro- . • 
raises to reduce the statutory age by 
which a child can be tried on criminal 
charges. Both parties are committed 
to locking up into secure training . 
units (tobe managed by Group 4 Secu- 
rity) youngsters who have committed • 
three offences. 

The European Court of Human 
Rights has found the British govern- • 
ment in breach of its convention 43 
times, more than any other govern-; 
ment. Never have so many, human - 
rights organisations, charities, law-lords, 
soliritozs, church commissions and even 
government-appointed commissioned 
protested and reported so emphatically 
against the conditions and the tews 
passed since the last election. 

*Tbe Conservative Party proclaims 
“Britain is booming”. On 6 April the 



(Prance, 8.8 per cent, Germany, 8.4 per 
cent). Research for Lhe 1997 report The 
Hunger Within shows that 233 million 
schoolchildren (four to 19 years old, 
please note, Mr Blair) in families on 
income support are deprived. Figures for 
Family Credit Show 13 million more 
children are only marginally better off. 


and their documents purloined. They 


have no right of appeal, and the judi- 
ciary are deprived of their powers to 
control or authorise such activities. 

It is for these reasons that the Char- 
ter for Basic Rights was started. I am 
proud to campaign for this charter, 
alone with Harold Pinter, Edward 
Bond, Helena Kennedy QC and Gareth 


There is no national screening pro 
amme for malnutrition, so children 


by Vanessa 

. Redgrave 


nikUUil id uw ’— 'o - — , r 

Sunday Tones named 1997 a "Vintage 
Year for Wealth”. • . 


Year for Wealth”. • ■ 

Fhcts and figures tell the other side 
of this story- child poverty and mal- 
nutrition; loss of health and homes; 

Sc cells; imp^onment and emu- 
nafcation of those seekrogrefage from 
££ famine and dictatorship. • 

"xhbEurostar Labour Bircejairvey . 
shows 20.6 per cent of housebotowitb 
SnmKuKta«no™g«=OT- 
Ss! the hishest percentage in the EU 


All my life 
I have 
voted 
Labour. 
Butthat 
Labour 
Party has 
ceased to 
: exist 


gramme for malnntrition, so children 
under four cannot even be readied. Cal- 
cium, vitamin D and iron deficiencies 
have brought back TB and rickets. 

There is a causal connection between 
poverty and deprivation, “soaring asset 
values”, and the laws that have deprived 
UK citizens of their fundamental rights, 
lean tell it simply with the stoiy of the 
British-Asan HDlmgdon Hospital work- 
ers. Six months after the hospital con- 
tracted out cleaning services to Pall 
Mall, these women were ordered to 
accept a 20 per cent wage cut with loss 
of sick pay. There was nothing they or 
their trade union could do within the 
law,' to prevent other workers being 
employed at Hillingdon at lower wages 
and/or as part-time workers. 

- The Criminal Justice Act together 
with the Pblicc Act make “aggravated 
trespass” out of peaceful pickets, and 
marches or demonstrations into crim- 
inal offences. There is a new definition 
of serious crime: “conduct by a large 
number of persons in pursuit of a com- 
mon cause*. 

There is to be a National Crime 
Squad (NCS Service Authority) and a 
National Criminal intelligence Service. 
Citizens can be bugged in foeir homes, 
then offices or their solicitors' offices. 


Peirce, the courageous solicitor, among 
others. The charter is not a political 


F ew people expect to pass 
away in the near future 
- most of us have every 
expectation of going on for 
years. Perhaps this is the 
reason seven out of ten people 
is this country die without 
ever making a Will. 

There are other reasons of 
course. WiU making is often 
thought to be tame-consuming 
and complicated - this is not 
always the case. Sometimes 
there are issues which are 
difficult to Hiamw with family 
members. 

Others assume that, even 
without a Will, when they die, 
their wife or husband will 
automatically inherit all their 


others. The charter is not a political 
party - we wiD continue to campaign for 
repeal of all the Acts of Parliament 
already mentioned, along with the anti- 
trade union laws, and the Prevention of 
Te r r ori sm AcL We call for unconditional 
all-party talks for an end to the war in 
Northern Ireland and for the release of 
political prisoners on both sides, as hap- 
pened in the Middle East peace accord. 

I shall vote Liberal Democrat in the 
constituency where I five, because of 
their opposition to the Asylum and 
Immigration Acts and the Criminal 
Justice Act, which in my view are the 
cornerstone of the present police state 
powers. Odrar S chindl er and \feri an Fry, 
the two anti-Naas who saved the lives 
of Jews and opponents of the Nazis by 
giving jobs and false documents to 
escape the Gestapo, would be criminals 
today in Britain. 

I do not consider a vote for the Lib- | 
eral Democrats as “lost", nor should it 1 
be renounced for tactical reasons. In the 
'coming months we all need every 
Schindler and TW there is, in or outside 
theEU. 


Not true. 

"akis£ a Will - and 


M teepfng Tt 

date - is ess 


it up to 
essential to 


The Charter for Basic Rights is at 112 
Upper Tooting Road, London SW177EN. 


safeguard your loved ones. 

If you are married, your 
property may not necessarily 
pass in its entirety to your 
husband or wife, unless you 
make a Will leaving him or 
her everything. 

If yon are unmarried, 
none of your property wiD 
pass to your Surviving 
partner unless you make 
aWHL 

If you die without leaving a 
Will, the law provides that 
certain relatives, including 
brothers, sisters, parents, 
cousins, aunts and uncles 
might be entitled to your 
estate. It leaves a horrible 
mess - at a time when the 
people you leave behind, and 
hoped to be able to support, 
are least able to cope. 

When you many, any Will 
you -mads previously may 
become null and void. If you 


divorce, any provision made 
for your previous spouse is 
canoelled. The birth of a child 
or a death in the family could 
mean you should amend an 
existing Will. A significant 
increase or reduction in the 
value of your personal assets 
could require an amendment 
to any existing W3L If you die 
without leaving a Will and 
you have no relatives, your 
entire estate will go to the 
government 

Making a Will - and 
keeping it up to date - is 
absolutely vital if you want to 
ensure that the needs of your 
loved ones are catered for in 
the event of your death. 

Have you made a WIU? 
Is your WUI up to date? 

WWF have published a free 
guide to WIU making which 
outlines, clearly, the issues 
you need to bear in mind 
when preparing a Will and 
explains some of the more 
confusing jargon associated 
with Wills and bequests. 

It also describes how you 
can go about making a 
bequest to ch arity - in 
particular WWF-UK, 

Remember, having an out- 
of-date Will is little better 
than having no Will at all. 
'This free booklet is essential 
reading if you care about your 
family and friends - it’s, also 
important for your own peace 
of mind. 

So. send for your free guide 
today, which you can request 
by calling 01483 426445 or 
writing to Sally Burrowes, 
Legacies Officer, WWF-UK, 
FREEPOST, Panda House, 
God aiming, Surrey GU7 1BR. 
Please also remember to 
quote reference 1N26. 




TL2 










• . -f . . HIM ■ 


•«<-.—.-3 ^ 


* f-l» j 




22 



r»t»TT ion? • THE INDEPENDENT 

WEDNESDAYS? ApRIL W ‘ — ! 

p^^MnAL Journal 
of tiie Year 


B usiness news ffcsk: tel 0171-293 2636 fax 0171-293 2098 
BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 



Scandal-ridden Nomura says ‘sayonara’ to its entire board 



Michael Harrison 

The president of the scandal-ridden 
Japanese securities house, Nomura, 
resigned yesterday along with the rest 
of the 16-strong board in themost dra- 
matic and sweeping deaiuut ever wit- 
nessed by Japan's financial comm unity. 

Masashi Suzuki, who only took up 
the post a month ago following the 
forced departure ofhis predecessor, 
said he too had to accept responsi- 
bility for the racketeering scandal that 
has wrecked the reputation of Japan's 
biggest securities fim“NomirniJsex- 


j the worst crisis anoe it was 
led," Mr Suzuki said darkly as 
he announced his resignation. 

The scandal broke two months ago 
after it emerged that Nomura had 
been paying sums into accounts 
linked with a racketeering organi- 
sation, collectively known as sofazgaz, 
to avoid its annual shareholders' 
meeting being disrupted. 

Yesterday Nomura’s former pres- 
ident disclosed that it had paid more 
than ¥70m in stocks into accounts 
linked with the racketeer. Testifying 
before a committee of Japan's Up- 


per House of Parliament. Hideo 
.Sakamaki, who Stepped dOWD last 
winnth, said invesigaiois had discov- 
ered five irregular stock deals 
thro ugh which the money was rout- 
ed, one of which involved the trans- 
fer of shares in a commercial bank. 

Meanwhile, there were. Japanese 
press reports yesterday that the 

Minis try of Finance will suspend 
some of Nomura’s operations, in- 
cluding the ability to deal in shares 
on its own account, for three months 
as punishment The developing scan- 
dal has already prompted the de- 


fection of some of Nomura’s clients, 
robbing it of large broking fees and 
further tarnishing its reputation. 

The 15 board members who 
stepped down yesterday alongside 
Mr. -Suzuki included five executive 
vice-presidents and four senior man- 
aging directors. Two directors have 
already, been dismissed ; for their 
involvement in the payoffs. 

Speakingat a news conference, Mr 
Suzuki said he had hoped totakeNo- 


eration after regaining public trust. 
But he said thecurrent situation was 


so serious that more sweeping action 
was needed, hence his resignation. 

The firm’s new president will be 
jnnidii Uiiie, a managing director ol 
Nomura who holds a doctorate in 
economics from the University or 
Chicago af> d ran the firm s New 
Ybrk-based Nomura Securities In- 
ternational from 1992 u ntil 1996. He. 
said his task would be to reshape the 
culture of Nomura. “It is important 
to a management system 

which is transparent and feciutates 
open discussion. " he said. Mr Ujiie 
added that there was an atmos- 


Japanese bank backs 
£L5bn Regan Co-op bid 


Nigel Cope 

and Chris Hughes 

The battle for control of the Co- 
Op took a fresh turn yesterday 
when it emerged that Nomura 
International, the Japanese 
bank, had agreed to frilly un- 
derwrite £I-2bnofdebt funding 
to back Andrew Regan's auda- 
cious break-up bid. 

News of the funding came as 
the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society carried out its threat of 
contacting the Serious Fraud 
Office regarding a £2m payment 
made by Mr Regan to a Cayman 
Islandscornpany two yeans ago. 

As accusations flew regarding 
a continued surveillance oper- 
ation including phone tapping, 
the filming of private meetings 
and tailing of key personnel one 
industry commentator said: 
”The Co-op is now in play. If 
Andrew Regan doesn't get it. 
someone else will. It is a pretty 
obvious target." 

Mr Regan's bid plan, which 
is being conducted through an 
offshoot of his quoted vehicle 
Lanica Trust, would be worth 
around £1.5bn in total. This 
would indude a £1,000 payment 
to the 500,000 members of the 
Co-Operative Wholesale Soci- 
ety. It would also include a one- 
off £10m payment to the 
Co-operative Union, the CWS 
administrative centre, to use for 
funding “good causes". 

Nomura was putting the fin- 
ishing touches to its financing 
deal last Friday when it heard 
of the High Court injunction 


h arming the use of confidential 
documents. The bank said yes- 
terday it did not have any such 
information in its possession. It 
is thought Nomura is keen to go 
ahead if the injunction is lifted 
at a court hearing on Friday. 

CWS representatives visited 
the SFO yesterday regarding a 
payment made by Hobson, 
a food company that was for- 
merly controlled by Regan, to a 
Cayman Isles middle man. The 
payment was made to Ronald 
Zimet in re torn for negotiating 
an extension to a supply agree- 
ment between Hobson and the 
CWS. The CWS contacted the 
SFO after assurances from Mr 
Regan failed to satisfy the Co- 
op's legal advisers. 

In a letter explaining the 
payment to Graham Melmoth, 
chief executive of the CWS, Mr 
Regan said: “Ronald Zimet of 
Trellis International acted on 



Payment: Ronald Zimet got 
£2m for his negotiations 


behalf of Hobson in assisting 
with and conducting negotia- 
tions with the CWS commenc- 
ing some weeks before the 
extension [to supply the CWS] 
was finally agreed. Hobson had 
not succeeded in negotiating an 
extension without assistance. 
Hobson took the view that to 
help avoid jeopardising its po- 
sition with the CWS by further 
efforts to work without assis- 
tance, it could usefully involve 
Mr Zimet” 

Regarding the involvement of 
Allan Green, the CWS retailing 
controller who was suspended 
last week. Mr Regan said: “Mr 
Green attended at least one 
meeting with Mr Zimet at which 
I was present The meeting took 
place on 11 January 1995." Mr 
Green bas said the negotiations 
were held direct with Mr Regan 
and denies ary knowledge of 
Trellis or Mr Zimet 

Mr Regan closes by saying he 
was given legal advice that it was 
not necessary to disclose the 
payment to the CWS. 

In a caustic response. Mr 
Melmoth said: “The facts are 
these: On 19 January [1995] you 
were still negotiating directly 
with Mr Green. The deal was 
done on 24 January, the docu- 
ments were signed on 25 Janu- 
ary and the payments were 
made on 26 January. Mr Zimet 
got his infliuctioiis from you late 
on 19 January. Then miracu- 
lously. only three days later, Mr 
Zimet announces that he has 
overcome the intractable nego- 
tiating problem you say you 


faced. The deal was done with- 
in hours and you pay him £2.4m. 
1 find that extraordinary.” 

In a separate development 
yesterday, the Regan camp won 
an extension to the deadline re- 
quiring it to file affidavits in the 
High Court detailing what con- 
fidential information it had ob- 
tained on the CWS and the use 
to which it would be put. The 
initial deadline was set for 4pm . 
yesterday. However after a brief 
hearing in court Justice Timo- 
thy Lloyd granted an extension 
to 10am today. The CWS op- 
posed the extension. 

Mr Regan’s counsel said the 
extension was required to com- 
plete and check work under- 
taken to comply with the order. 

The CWS yesterday denied it 
still had a anvefllanoe operation 
on the Regan camp. It repeat- 
ed that it had called off securi- 
ty experts. Control Risks, last 

Mr Regan still has to satisfy 
the Bank of England’s strict cri- 
teria on bank ownership in or- 
der to buy the whole of the 
CWS, including the Co-opera- 
tive Bank. Under the Banking 
Act it is required that all parties 
who have even a 10 per cent con- 
trolling interest in a bank must 
be passed “fit and proper”. 
Even though Mr Regan would 
effectively be warehousing the 
bank before selling it on he 
would still have to pass this test 

However, the Bank of Eng- 
land is required to have solid 
grounds for a refusal: 

Comment, page 23 



Hd plan: Mr Ragan’s strategy noted tadude a £1^)00 payment to the 500,000 CWS members and a 
one-off flflm payment to Co-operaHve Union, the CWS ateten fe UiaU ve centre, to fond < gPod causes’ 


British businessman who has interests around the world 


Ronald Zimet, the business- 
man who received a £2m “neg- 
otiation fee” from Andrew 
Regan in 1995. has a web of busi- 
ness interests across the world. 
nriics Xigcl Copt\ 

Though he is described as 
British his address is listed as 
Tel Aviv and he was understood 
to be in Israel yesterday. 


Aged 51, he is a director of 
Investment Management and 
Finance, an asset management 
company based in Geneva, a 
□on-executive director of In- 
vented!, an industrial venture 
capital company based in Israel, 
and a director of Wrapco, a 
Dutch company. Trellis In- 
ternational, the company to 


which the payment from Mr 
Regan was made, is registered 
in the Cayman Islands. 

His one UK directorship is as 
non-executive chairman of 
Freepages. a provider of tele- 
phone information services 
which is listed on the Alterna- 
tive Investment Market. 

The company came to the 


market in February 1996 
through a £30m reverse 
takeover of Blagg, the building 
materials group. Priced at 12p 
tiie shares have almost quadru- 
pled and Freepages is now 
worth £220m. Mr Zimet is one 
of the largest individual share- 
holders with a 15 per cent 
stake worth £33 m. 


Owen Oyston, the Blackpool 
entrepreneur who was con- 
victed of rape last year, nsed to 
have a near 10 per cent stake 
in Bla gg and a small holding 
in Freepages. However, the 
company says be no longer 
appearson the shareholder 
register. 

No one at Freepages’ Ox- 


fordshire offices was able to 
supply any additional infor- 
mation on Mr Zimet yesterday 
The company’s public relations 
advisers also had no details 
beyond a brief biographical 
statement . 

However, it is expected that 
he will soon give his version of 
events that led to the £2m pay- 


ment in return for helping to ne- 
gotiate an extension to a con- 
tract between the CWS and 
Hobson, Mr Regan's former 
food company. 

As a Freepages spokesman 
said: "His name has been 
dragged through the mod on 
this so I would dunk be would 
like to say something." 


phere within the linn that dang 
aced managers from talking 
ag ^sbe»wn Japanese company 
and JDtoftu have long been a prob- 
lem but Nomura has thj. 

most spectacular victim of link* with 

'^Nomura employs UJM 
around the world and is -kP/jM 
biggest brokerage, dominating both 
store and bond trading. It has its 
foundation in a Osaka monev ehang. 
irtgshopsei up in 187- bv Tokushichi 
^mUhoispn u^thebusme^ 
and incorporated it as a hank in 19- . 


Labour 
holds no 
fears 
forDFS ' 

Terry Macatister 

Sir Graham Kirkham. whose 
family is one of the biggest fi- 
nancial backers of the Conser- 
vative Party, yesterday gave a 
qualified thumbs-up to Labour. 

He believed his DFS Furniture 
business would prosper which- 
ever government was in power. 

Sir Graham, accused last 
year by Labour's deputy leader. 

John Prescott, of “buying" a 
knigh thood with donations to 
the Tories, said he had no fear 
of discrimination under Labour. 

The DFS boss, who became 
a multi-millionaire after leaving 
school with no O-levels. said: “I 
have never met John Prescott Ji- 
buti don't think it [what he said) 
was personal." 

Announcing the latest set of 
DFS interim results. Sir Graham 
revealed that his senior man- 
agement believed retailers pros- 
pered more under Labour 
governments. Sir Graham said 
he supported the Conservatives 
but explained: “We have traded 
under both [Labour and Con- 
servative] and we haw to max- 
imise our profits under both.” 

Sir Graham believed the in- 
troduction of a minimum w age 
by Labour would not affect his 
business. Jon Massey, chief op- 
erating officer at DFS. down- 
played aov potential impact 
from Labour adopting the Eu- 
ropean Union's Social Chapter. 

He said any such legislation 
would affect all companies in 
Britain equally and not disad- 
vantage just DFS. 

There have been no corpo- 
rate donations from DFS to the , 
Tories. But there was a loan of f-' 
£4m from Sir Graham's son. 
whose wealth was created by the 
Doncaster-based sofa business. 

The company reported a 24 
per cent increase in pre-tax 
profits to £ 1 8.7m while sales 
soared 44 per cent to £ 126.3m. 

The figures were buoyed by the 
opening of stores. Like-for-like 
sales from comparable stores 
were up 33 per cent. 

Investment column, page 24 
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Halifax float nears completion 
as trading set to start in June 


Nic Cicutti 


Halifax Building Society yes- 
terday mined into the final 
furlong nf its lengthy flotation 
process us it announced that 
trading in its shares will begin 
on Monday ’ June. 

More than 8 million individ- 
ual members of the society will 
receive letters over the next two 
weeks telling them how many 
free shares they stand to receive, 
with those eligible in line for a 
minimum or 200 shares worth 
un estimated £900. 

Members wilt he sent detailed 
instructions outlining how thev 
should claim their shares and 
the choices they have for keep- 
ing or selling them. 


Mike Blackburn, the society's 
chief executive, urged prospec- 
tive shareholders to all in the 
forms needed to claim their 
shares and send them back: “We 
cannot allocate free shares to 
any member until we receive 
their claim form confirming 
that they are entitled to [them].” 

Analysts yesterday suggested 
that in the wake of the surge in 
the price of Alliance <& Leices- 
ter shares on Monday, well 
above estimates a few months 
ago. Halifax shares could easily 
rise above earlier predictions. 

The extent to which (his might 
happen would depend on the 
availability of shares at flotation, 
with low numbers of sellers 
potentially forcing prices up. 


Kathryn Newton, banking 
analyst ’at UBS, the Swiss 
banking group, said: “The value 
of Halifax shares will depend a 
lot on the auction process. If 
there were fewer ‘carpetbaggers’ 
[more likely to sell qrocktyj/that 
could put prices up." 

But she added that Halifax 
shares might equally trade far 
closer to their fundamental val- 
ue, depending on the number 
of people indicating that they 
wish to offload their free enti- 
tlement immediately. 

Unlike A&Ts flotation, Mer- 
rill Lynch and Cazenove, joint 
brokers for Halifax, will set a 
public price below which no 
share will be sold. 

The mechanism for selling the 


shares will differ from A&Ls 
three-stage auction. The book- 
building process will take place 
once, on the Friday prior to 
flotation, and once a day the re- 
after for as long as necessary. 

Next week; Halifax aims to 
publish the minimum price it ex- 
pects its shares to be sold at 
Earlier estimates by the society 
have ranged from 390p to 450p. 

In the run-up to conversion, 
the society will invite institu- 
tional investors to make bids for 
parcels of shares. The prices 
then paid to members will rep- 
resent the weighted average of 
the price bid by the institutions. 

A spokeswoman said: “We 
believe that selling shares in this 
way ensures all members are 



Mike Blackburn: Reminding 
members to claim shares 

treated foiriy and equally and re- 
ceive the best price available at 
the time their shares are sold.” 
Halifax said yesterday, it 
would attempt to obtain ■ at 
least the minimum price, which 
it will publish on Monday, on 
behalf of a member selling his 
or her shares. If that amount is 
not . available on conversion, 
the shares will not be sold. 


Alliance shares retreat 
but auction price rises * 


Clifford German 


The price of Alliance & Leices- 
ter shares fell 233p to S33p yes- 
terday, but the average price 
paid in the second auction of 
unwanted shares on Monday 
rose to551p, up 29p on the price 
in the first auction last Friday. 
After tbe first two auctions the 
naming average price received 
is 536p, with the result of the fi- 
nal auction, which took place 
last night, to come. 

The top bid in the second 
auction was 575p, and the low- 
est 534p, but unlike the first auc- 
tion when only 36 bids were 
received there were 147 sepa- 
i^bkfe- the largest for 8.5 mil- 
lion shares at 568p. 
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Cazenove, broker to the 
share issue, declined to reveal 
whether lower bids were re- 
ceived but did confirm that all 
tbe 523 million shares in the 
second auction were sold. 

The 640,000 investors who 
decided to sell their shares at 
auction will know this morning 
the average of all three auction 
prices which will determine the 
price they receive. 

The result of the third auc- 
tion will give the new bank a 
clearer idea of whether any 
significant stakes have been ac- 
cumulated which could indicate 
the early presence of a paten- - 
tial bidder. 

Although institutions were - 
free to make multiple bkis at efifr ; 


price 

is no clear evidence that the 
shares sold so for have fallen 
into the hands of a single de- 
termined buyer. 

Excluding the 52 million 
shares from ibe auction, the 
number of. A&L shares traded 
yesterday fell to around 7 mil- 
lion, although this included 
many -thousands of small deals. 

Inexperience of Alliance & 
Leicester noil be dosely studied 
by Halifax,. Northern Rock, 
Vy'bqhvicb, and the insurer Nur- 
have yet to de- 
ode Whether to follow suit and 
aflew snail shareholders to pre- 
^fitocafiobs when they float on 
-die stock market later this year. 

Comment page 25 


United wins power 
contract in Argentina 


United Utilities has. wop its - 
first large avwseas electricity 
privatisation cofftfac^tbe North . 
West-based group announced 
yesterday, as. part of* consor- : 

tiumW<»perat e P c,wer supplies 
in Buenos AireS in Argentina, 
-writes Chris Godsmarit 
‘ The -consortium: is paying 

$40<tfn (£252m) to take over one- 
of three power companies in 
Buenos Arres for a concession 
lasting 95 years. United Utilities 
basa 45 per dent stake m the con- 
sortium, alongside Camuzzi, an - 
Italian gas distribution company 
and Xoma Negra, Argentina’s 
biggest cement producer. 


The’ consortium put in bids 
for all three areas to be 
privatised after the single state 

electricity concern. Eseha, was 

split up. 

The Atlantic concession 
serves about 390.000 cus- 
tomers. United said the infra- 
■ structure taken over was i n 
good condition, although there 
was “considerable scope" for ef- 
ficiency improvements. 

United’s overseas ambition* 

came unstuck last month when 
it announced.it would set 
aside -£83m to cover extra 
costs from a sewerage contra 
in Thailand. 
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This payment is not a 
sideshow, ft is 
-symbolic of what this 
break-up bid is all 
about. It is not right 
mat the CWS riches 
should be plundered 
for the benefit of a 
small group of asset 
.stripping insiders’ 


The City will not profit from backing Regan 


A ndrew Regan’s attempts to launch a 
^breakup bid for the Cooperative Whole- 
sale Society have gone for enough. Hambros, 
bchroders and other lop drawer City back- 
ers lor this avaricious endeavour would be 
well advised to withdraw their support new 
before it is too late. Already they have rfnn *» 
themselves not insignificant reputational 
harm by lending their names to this at- 
tempted act of piracy. If they might rea- 
sonably have foiled to anticipate the extent 
of public distaste for what they are doing, 
mey must by now be very aware of it lb per- 
sist would be to pfoy fost and loose with their 

i good names. 

This is a disreputable enterprise pursued . 
for disreputable purposes. It may be th ough t 
common enough for City folk 10 earn £2. 4m 
for three days work {though if the truth be 
knowi. iris actually extremely uncommon 
even within die confines of the Square Mile), 
but nobody is going to believe outside the 
world of high finance that lottery style win- 
nings like this can be legitimately earnL Gra- 
ham Mebnoth, the Co-op’s chief executive, 
speaks the language of the ordinary in 
his letter expressing incredulity at Mr 


The matter is not, as the Regan camp 
would like us to believe, a sideshow and a 
distraction from the wider debate over the 
Co-op's future. It goes to the heart of mat- 
ter and it is indicative of why so marry peo- 
ple feel such a strong sense of revulsion for 
this escapade. The legitimacy or otherwise 


of the payment is beside the point, though 
1 Mr Regan's explanation of it does bear a 
quite uncanny similarity to the explanation 

g ' ren by Ernest Saunders of his payment of 
in to Tom Whrd in the Guinness affair . 
The Guinness payment was found to be 
an illegal payment and there is no sugges- 
tion of that here. However, then as now the 
justification advanced was for invaluable 
advice and assistance in a commercial 
endeavour. Then as now the overriding ques- 
tion is how anyone, however brilliant and 
accomplished, could possible be worth such 


little work. It makes "excess" in executive 
I paw look positively reasonable. 

[ No, this payment is not a sideshow. It is 

r bolic of what this breakup bid is all 
uL The CWS has no doubt been a very 
1 poortynm company for a very long time. But 
i it contains withm it assets and reserves buflt 
up over generations through honest to3 and 
1 endeavour. It is not right that such riches 
i should be so easily plundered for the ben- 
efit of such a small group of asset stripping 
insiders. A m3 here, a m3 there for a few 
hours easy work - such will be the division 
of spoils rf the Trellis payment is anything 
to go by. Don’t let him do it. 

P rivatisation issues do funny things to in- 
vestors but building society flotations, 
where it really is a case of money for noth- 
ing, provoke even odder behaviour. Yester- 


day among the cascade of bargains being 
done in Alliance & Leicester stock were a 
smattering of trades involving fewer than 50 
shares and one that involved just eight. Even 
at £5.66 a share that is hardly worth getting 
out of bed and going down to the local share 
shop for. 

Much better to have ticked the box say- 
ing you want your windfall in green folding 
stum nowand let Cazenove get on with it. 

The sharp rise in the A & Es share price 
in first day dealings gave the fleeting impres- 
sion that those who held onto their 250 free 
shares would do rather better than those 
who chose to take part in the great Caz auc- 
tion. Yesterday's equally sharp drop in the 
price suggests otherwise. 

Unless the last of the three share auctions 
has gone teiribty wrong then those who sold 
out look Like having done so at pretty much 
the market price. A smart investor might 
have made a killing by selling in the mar- 
ket on M chi day but even then it would have 
been mighty small- £70 at most, after deal- 
ing costs, on a windfall worth more than 
£2,309. ' 

The interesting question is whether the 
A&Es experience, where 27 per cent of 
shareholders opted to sell immediately, wDl 
set the trend for all the other societies tak- 
ing the demutualisation route this summer. 
There is already a frisson in the air. The Hal- 
ifax, the daddy of them all with &5m mem- 
bers against the A&Ls 23m, is writing to all 
qualifying customers warning them that 


they will lose their chance to benefit from 
the issue altogether if their forms are not in 
by 26 May. 

Based on the A&L experience, there 
seems little incentive to do anything other 
than take the money and run. The theory 
was t h at prices would ineviiaWv rise under 
the law of supply and demand. Since the big 
pension funds and other investment insti- 
tutions would need to buy to adjust their 
weightings, there would be heavy demand 
for the shares. Thus for this doesn't seem to 
be happening, or if it is there is not much 
effect on the share price. 


Tt's in the nature of financial markets, polm- 
JLdans and commentators alike to get so tan- 
gled up in minutiae that they lose sight of 
tne broader picture. The budget deficit 
trees are once again obscuring the Emu 

wood. The obsession with whether or not var- 
ious countries’ 1 997 government deficits wfli 
be just below or just above 3 per cent, the 
magic Maastricht number, is distracting at- 
tention from the important question, which 
is whether or not the single currency w3) 
work. 

The targets for economic convergence, 
which include the 3 per cent deficit ceiling, 
were deliberately set out with some flexi- 
bility. It would be madness to pin a coun- 
try’s chances of joining the single currency 
on the bogus precision of one year's figures. 
Nothing in the economy is that precise. 


A budget deficit is the difference between 
two extremely large and variable numbers, 
lax revenues and government spending. 
Hiking it as a ratio of GDP means dividing 
it by a third veiv large number which will, 
with certainty, be revised substantially as the 
months go by. There is no essential differ- 
ence between 2.9 per cent and 32 per cent 
in this case. 

And though the markets ebb and flow to 
the tiniest movements in these numbers, the 
big economic picture has not changed. The 
core countries. France and Germany, are 
struggling to get their economics into shape 
fora sustainable monetary' union. They can 
manage it if they really want to. The politi- 
cal will to do so on the part of their gov- 
ernments remains. 

What has changed, perhaps, is the degree 
of political opposition to the necessary eco- 
nomic medicine within both France and Ger- 
many. This is why President Chirac wants 
early elections and why Chancellor Kohl 
might struggle to gel tax reforms through 
parliament. 

When Britain underwent a combination 
of fiscal retrenchment and structural eco- 
nomic reform in the 1980s, there were vio- 
lent strikes and regular inner city riots. A 
government has to be sure about where it 
wants to end up to set off down this path. 
This debate is what the fretting about tiny 
differences in deficit forecasts is really 
about - the degree of pain between here and 
1 January 1999. 


Kohl pushes for 
tax reforms to cut 
deficit for EMU 


Cordiant may opt for Zenith poison pill 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor ■ 

The German government re- 
mained confident yesterday 
that it could reduce its budget 
deficit by enough to quality for 
the single European currency, 
despite the prospect that talks 
on tax reform plans with op- 
position politicians due today 
would break down. 

The political manoeuvres 
came as the country's ax leading 
economic institutes urged the 
government to clarify its tax and 
spending plans, predicting^ 
Germany would just miss the^t 
per cent Kmh 'without 'forth 
moves. . . ■ 

the Maastricht criteriaao^ 
doubts about the consis t en ci es 
of fiscal policies have in fact led 
(o misunderstandings that have 
consi derably burdened the eco- 
nomic climate," the report said. 

Theo Whigei, the Finance 
Minister, reacted by saying: 
“The government will do every- 
thing necesary to reach this tar- 
get^ Decisions would be taken 
after the latest figures for tax re- 
ceipts in mid-May, he said. 

The economic institutes have 
cut their forecast for growth this 
year to 2.25 per cent from Z5 
per cent previously, mainly due 
to higher-ihan-expected unem- 
ployment. They continue to ex- 
pect a pick-up later in this year 
but see little sign of a reduction 
in joblessness until 1998. 

Their forecast for unemploy- 
ment in 1997, at 42S million, is 
about 80000 higher than the gw- 
crnment's own prediction. This 
alone accounts for an extra 
DM2bn (£700m) in public 


Terry MacaBster 

Cordiant, the advertising group 
which announced a three-way 
split of its operations on Mon- 
day, has admitted it might place 
pre-emption rights over snares 
m its Zenith Media 'Worldwide 
subsidiary. 

Bob Seelert, Cordiant’s chief 
executive, said no decision had 
been taken about pre-emption 
rights which could be used a is a 
“poison pal” defence against 
predators. 

CordLanfs position on the is- 


sue would be outlined in the de- 
meiger prospectus which would 
be launched ahead of a special 
shareholder meeting in Octo- 
ber, said Mr Seelert. 

The company is looking for a 
partner for Zenith. However, if 
no partner is found then, under 
current proposals, Zenith wiD be 
owned equally by Cordiant's 
other two businesses that are be- 
ing demerged - the Saatchi & 
Saatchi advertising agency and 
the Bates marketing group. 

Zenith has offices in 22 coun- 
tries but is considered too small 


to compete in the media buy- 
ing sector, a business that en- 
tails an agency buying 
advertising space for clients. 

Regardless of any poison pill 
some industry experts question 
how attractive Zenith would be 
to a buyer. Ooe said: “Zenith is 
interesting because of the ac- 
counts it holds. But what would 
stop those accounts moving back 
to its former parent company in 
the event of a takeover?'’ 

The Cordiant demerger, 
which could formally take effect 
in December with the stock list- 


ing of Saatchi & Saatchi and 
Bates in both London and New 
York, has put all three group- 
ings into play as potential 
takeover targets. 

One rival media services 
group said it would certainly 
take a look at the individual 
businesses. A senior executive 
said: “Everyone in the industry 
will be putting the [acquisi- 
tion] slick rule over all these 
new companies." 

Lorna TDbian, media analyst 
with Panmure Gordon, said: 
“Both [Saatchi and Bates] could 


go in takeovers, ft seems likely 
that a partner will he brought in 
to Zenith so it can be floated off." 

But speculation about 
Saatchi & Saatchi and Bates as 
takeover targets was brushed 
aside by Mr Seelert. He said: 
“Frankly we do not see it thai 
way. Both are robust companies 
that arc perfectly capable of 
standing on their own." 

Young & Rubicun, one of the 
US advertising groups linked by 
analysis as a possible future 
partner for Zenith, ruled itself 
out of the running yesterday. 
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Taxing times: The SPD could hold up Kohl’s reforms 


spending. The institutes reckon 
the government budget deficit 
wiD 6e between 3 and 32 per cent 
of GDP this year, the decisive 
year for qualifying for the angle . 
crummcy at its launch in 1999. T 
he government’s own forecast is 
of a 2.9 per cent deficit. 

Predictions from the Euro- 
pean Commission today are 
expected to share the govern- 
ment’s view that it will scrape 
under the ceflin& but separate 
forecasts from the International 
Monetary Fund will be more 
critical about the lack of 
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progress on deficit reduction in 
Germany. France and Italy. 

Chancellor Kohl plans to in- 
troduce a tax reform this sum- 
mer, cutting income taxes by 
DM30bn, but financing this 
and raising additional revenues 
through higher taxes on spend- 
ing. The cabinet approved the 
plan yesterday, but the opposi- 
tion SPD could hold up the tax 
reform in the upper house of the 
parliament. 

Yet other economists shared 
the government’s underlying 
confidence. “It is technically still 
possible to meet the 3 per cent 
target. The question is what 
policies will be adopted," said 
Holger Fahrinkrug, at invest- 
ment bank UBS in Frankfurt. 

Chris Golden at Nomura is 
London said the government 
bad enough scope to meet the 
target, but doing so by raising 
taxes would be problematic. 
“It would be ridiculous to rule 
oat EMU on the bass of being 
0.2 per cent outride the target. 



“Hie Internet can 
mean the f^st lane 
for your business or 
the highway to hell. 

Don't even think 
about it, call DIGITAL/ 


Jeff Bezos 

cto renown? 

' a muon- com 
7t.« > M o'e*' 



More powerfully technical than ever, 
incorporating a variety of refinements 
suggest^ Jby demanding professionals, 
Breitling's 1997 chronographs feature 
novel developments and even include a 
world first 




Chronomat 

If set new styling standards right from its launch 
m 1964. Now a recognized classic among mechani- 
cal chronographs, the Chronomat is available in a 
choice of two innovative styles that demonstrate the 
vast potential of one of the world's favorite httru- 
ments. 



Premier 

The Nav (timer Premier chronograph traces its 
roots bade to the late 1930s when Breitling first 
began supplying chronographs to the Royal Air 
Force. 

With its sleekly technical good looks, fitted with a 
cambered dial featuring oversized hour figures and 
providing instant legibility, it measures and dis- 
plays short time spans on its 10-mitt, and 3-hr 
totalizers. 






Following their initial attempt at flying 
around the world in a balloon, Bertrand 
Piccard and Wlm Verstraeten will lift off 
again early next year aboard the Breitling 
Orbiter 2, an all-new and even larger 
roziere-type balloon with a slighly modi- 
fied capsule. 


TwinSixty 


A mechanical chronograph that disfthiys the total 
minute count in tw different zcaits ranks ns a 
uvrhl first. The T»vwS/.\ti '$ ueir Caliber 39 mozv- 
mail silent's the chronograph minutes cither by a 
standard watch hand rotating around the dial 
(selective readings) or with the hours on a siibdhl 
(global readings). Wiltr-»vsisfflii/ k» 30m (aJwi/f 
100 ft), this mat' Navitimer design also shows time 
military style l24-hr cycle). 


US. AIR FORCE 


At the Fairford Air Tattoo in the U.K. this 
summer, Breitling will host a competi- 
tion unlike any other : hundreds of figh- 
ter pilots from all over the world will be 
vying for the first Breitling Fighter 
Challenge trophy, to be awarded to the 
most gifted "Top Gun" in simulated air 
combat 


Chrono Jetstream 


1947-1997 


With 1997 definitely a banner year for 
aeronautics, Breitling will be on hand for 
the USAF'S 50th anniversary celebra- 
tions, not least at the International Air 
Tattoo at Fairford, in the U.K., on July 19 
and 20. 





can 0800 393! 200 or 
p-pmP ns at moreinff68dfcfltal.com 
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Direct approach benefits St Ives 

The Investment Column 


S i Ives, the printing group, believes 
in manuring its businesses, rather 
i ban doing endless deals, which 
is a bit surprising since its chairman. 
Miles Emlev. is a former deal-maker 
at the Rothschilds merchant bank. By 
sticking to its last, the group has built 
market-leading positions in printing 
markets ranging from Bibles to the 
sleeves for CD-Rom discs by running 
a tight and well-invested ship. 

That formula continued to deliver 
the woods in the latest half year to Jan- 
uary when profits jumped by a fifth to 
£23 5m. more than the group made in 
the whole of 1992. The figures were 
muddied by exchange factors and a 
El.bSm maiden contribution from 
Ptrlmuier. the US direct response 
and commercial printer acquired in 
September, but underlying growth was 
still probably into double figures. 

As ever, some of Si Ives' cylinders 
fired belter than otbere. Books was a 
flat market, with Bible exports hit by 
the strong pound and paperbacks 
showing little sign that Lhe end of the 
net book agreement is boosting sales. 
Work printing the reams of doc- 
umentation associated with City bids 
and deals has also gone quiet in the run- 
up to the general election, even if St 
Ives did pick up the massive Halifax 
Building Society conversion and the 
British Gas demerger. It is warning that 
the hiatus could continue for a while 
after May. 

However, the cuts in pagination 
and delayed launch of titles which hit 
last year's results from the magazines 
division have reversed in the wake the 
20 per cent cut in paper prices over the 
past year. The Christmas decision by 
RR Donnelley of the US to close its 
York plant, one of the top five or six 
magazine printers in the UK, also 
brought a windfall in the shape of con- 
tracts for 1 ogtic. Top Gear and in-house 
mags for Marks & Spencer and Salis- 
bury's Homebase. The troublesome 
new presses at the Caerphilly works are 
now nearly fixed - some two years after 
the first was commissioned. 

But the real growth areas, where St 
Ives is concentrating its sales efforts, 
are in direct response, multimedia 
such as CD-Roms and so-called 
international corporate finance. It also 
continues actively to look abroad to 
extend all its interests. Perlmuter, 
picked up last year in the US, and 
Johler Druck of Germany, in for a full 
six months this time after its acquisi- 
tion in 1995, are both in direct mar- 
keting. The former seems to be 
dovetailing well with St Ives’ Florida 
operation, while plans to increase ca- 
pacity tty up to 115 per cent in Johler 
is indicative of the health of the Ger- 
man company and its markets. 

Prodigious cash flow, equivalent to 
ufler-tax profits in the half year, should 
leave the company with net cash at the 
year-end. Profits of £47 .5m would put 
ihe shares, up 3.5p to 545p, on a 
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forward multiple of 17. Booming 
consumer expenditure looks set to 
make up for thinner times in financial 
markets, but Mr Emley may need to 

work up another foreign deal to get the 

shares on the move again. 

DFS depends 
on new stores 


T here is only one problem with 
DFS Furniture according to Sir 
Graham Kirkham, the founder 
and executive chairman of this retail- 
ing phenomenon: it is too {good to be 
true. Like all good jokes, tins one car- 
ries the germ of truth within it. 

Yesterday's interim figures to Janu- 
ary, showing pre-tax profits up 24 per 
cent to £18.7m, were as excellent as Sir 
Graham believed and higher than City 
expectations. But most of the increase 
in sales, which soared 44 per cent to 
£126m, was propelled by new stores. 
Like- for- like growth through compa- 
rable stores grew by a meagre 33 per 
cent and Sir Graham said he had seen 
no sign of any great upturn in overall 
consumer spending. 


This underlying figure may prove a 
cause for concern, especially with con- 
sumers almost certain to face higher 
interest rates immediately after the gen- 
eral election. But DFS is detennined 
to protect itself by increasing its store 
openings in the South-east of the 
country. 

It has created a Greater London 
bridgehead with three stores in New 
Malden, Sidcup and Croydon. It will 
supplement those by opening in Mil- 
ton Keynes in August and Reading in 
October. 

DFS had promised to open 15 to 20 
stores in the three years from April 
199S. It is now saying it will almost cer- 
tainly exceed this figure. 

Sir Graham insists that he operates 
a well-sprung machine that is built to 
withstand any prevailing commercial 
environment. 

“DFS has never relied on a buoyant 
economy or a housing boom for its 
growth. Our success comes from win- 
ning market share,” be booms. 

That market share is currently 10 per 
cent, which leaves plenty of scope for 
expansion. 

With strong cash flow to support ex- 
pansion plans, there is room for both 
investment and more special divi- 


dends, such as the lOp a share paid last 
year. 

Sir Graham is not ruling out further 
payments, even if the interim has 
been lifted a chunky 26 percent to 3Sp. 

Graville Davies, the stockbrokers, 
are pencilling in profits of £38m for this 
year. That would put the shares, up 17p 
to 549.5p, on a forward multiple of 23, 
which looks high enough for Don- 
caster's finest furniture retailer. 


McCarthy & 
Stone a good bet 


Ms 


cCarthy & Stone, the special- 
ist builder of retirement 


j St. Ives: at a glance 


Marital value:' E547bfvstnra tries 545p - V /. 
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lines, has had a long climb 
back from the low point of 1991-92 
when the group lost £20m and the 
shares hit 18p. 

They are still a long way short of the 
glory days of 1987, when the shares 
were nudging 6Q0p. but pre-tax prof- 
its in the six months to the end of Feb- 
ruary have tripled to £6m. Even after 
stripping out one-off exceptional prof- 
its on disposals, the operating profit 
more than doubled to £5 .5m. 

The group sold 443 one or two-bed 
fiats in the latest six-month period, 24 
per cent more than at the same stage 
a year ago, and average selling prices 
lose by 8 per cent. 

The stock of finished fiats also rose 
from 945 in February last year to 1,200 
a year later, but that is seen as a strong 
point ahead of the peak selling season 
in spring and summer, when two- 
thirds of sales take place. 

It leaves the group well placed to 
cope with the increasingly visible re 
covery in the housing market, which will 
make it easier for reared couples to sell 
their family homes at a satisfactory 
price and move into specialised ac- 
commodation. 

A modest rise in interest rates is no 
real threat because most buyers will not 
need a new mortgage, while it should 
help the company which currently has 
£5m in the bank. 

The biggest problem is planning per- 
mission, but the group prides itself on 
its high success rate in reversing refusals 
at the appeal stage. Equally, the busi- 
ness should be largely election-? 
since most local authorities are ; 
either Labour or Liberal. 

Reservations in the past few months 
are 35 per cent upon a year ago, and 
the medium-term prospects look good. 
Analysts have upped their forecasts for 
the year to September from £13 Jm to 
£15.5m, excluding exceptional of 
£l-5m, or a clean 9p of earnings, and 
from £17m to £19m or 10.9p of earn- 
ings in 1997-98. 

The shares rose 9-5p to 129p yes- 
terday, putting them on a forward p/e 
of 12. One pf the safer bets in the cur- 
rent market. 



Continental bonuses on 
the menu at Warburg 


People & Business 


The heat is on for Allan Thistieton, ayoun£ 
chef who does the in-house catering for otsy 
Warburg. Allan has been selected as one of sec 
finalists for the annual Row Diners Club 
Scholarship. If he wins the “awk-ofr next 
month he will win three months' training, at a 
Michelin three-star restaurant of ms choice on 
the Continent, plus all sorts of other goodies. 

Allan works for Sutcliffe Catering, who m 
turn do the grab for SBC Warburg. So what 
do the bankers think of young Allan’s efforts. 

“I think the standard’s excellent," said one 
culinary insider yesterday. “Sometimes the 
menus are a bit indecipherable, becaus e they 
use so many French words to describe com- 
paratively simple food.’' . 

“The genera] standard of international 
cooking definitely improved since the old 
daysof SG Warburg, with its old English 
food,” the banker adds, controversially. 

Does Andrew Regan of Laiuca Trust wear eye 
liner? I only ask because an esteemed female 
colleague of mine is convinced he does, hav- 
ing seen numerous pictures of the young en- 
trepreneur in recent days. A spokeswoman for 
the Regan camp firmly denies that Mr Regan 
wears any such eye adornment “It Would 
worry me if he did,” she says. “He must have 
dark eyelashes where you would normally 
wear eye liner.” Hmm. Perhaps we should get 
some private detectives on to this.... 

Ken Bates’ Chelsea Village has bought the 
title and bade catalogue of Football Monthly 
for an “undisclosed but modest sum”. It's all 
part of Chelsea’s ambitious plans for a media 
empire, ex plains Alan Shaw, Chelsea Village’s 
company secretary. 

“It will join our TV station, radio station 
and Internet coverage,” says Mr Shaw. The 
magazine has been going since the Sixties at 
least, he says, and they’ve hired its current edi- 
tor Paul Hawksbee from IPC Magazines where 
he was editor-in-chief of their five footy titles. 

Mr Shaw is at pains to point out that Chelsea 
Village is a quite separate business from the 
dub. The new stand at Stamford Bridge will be 
open in time for the new season, and there will 
also be anew shop, a hotel and 38 flats. 

This independence is important, since Mr 
Shaw says Mr Hawksbee will have free rein to 
criticise whoever he chooses in print - includ- 
ing Chelsea. 

There's another potential conflict of interest 
Mr Hawksbee is - horror of horrors - a lifelong 
Spurs fen. Again Mr Shaw is unfezed. “It’ll be 
interesting to see if he slags offSpurs.” 

We’ve had Electoral Rolls from Tesco (Blue 
and Red etc). Now the Royal Motor Industry 
Federation has produced research showing 
that red cars are bought by Labour supporters 
and blue cars by Tory voters. 

“This is definitive proof that people’s 
loyalty to political parties is deeply rooted in 
. their subconscious, says the Federation. 

For instance, in Tory held Kensington and 


Creating a stir: The Roux brothers’ 
scholarship could benefit bankers lunches 

Chelsea there are 9 per cent more blue rare 
than red, a pattern which is reversed m .the 
safe Labour seat of Barnsley East and Mex- 
bo rough, which has 6 per cent more red cars. 

Turning to the marginal seal of Stevenage, 
there are only 3 per cent more red rare, the 
narrowest margin of the three constituencies _ 
which the Federation studied. If Labour win it 
the Federation says this will prove their theory. 

More worrying news for Mr Major is that 
sales of new cars in Stevenage were 4- per 
cent down last year on 1 9S9’s high. The feel 
good” factor obviously isn’t overwhelming 
Stevenage's car salesman. 

Unsurprisingly, there are 32 times the 
number of Poreches in Chelsea as there arc m 
Barnsley. Obviously there aren't that many 
City bonuses reaching their way north. 

Congratulations to Abbey National's new 
head spokesman Nick Chaloner who arrives 
from pr agency Hill & Knowlton on 9 May. 

Mr Chaloner succeeds Jane Ageros, who has 
been poached by US investment banking giant 
Merrill Lynch for a rumoured £2tHUXX)-plus. 

Mr Chaloner, 41, will be trousering a more 
modest sum. He once served in the Queen’s 
Own Hussars and also managed Hill & 
Knowiton's Athens office for a spell. 

While I hate the change of names of British 
pubs, perhaps Allied Domecq isn't getting it so 
wrong. A former Halifax Building Society in 
Birmingham has been redone at £lJ2m and be- 
comes The Factotum mid Firkin. A converted 
post office in Bromley is reborn as the Philate- 
list and Firkin; unused courts in Leeds are now 
the Felon and Firkin. But what will they call a 
disused oourt in Muswell Hill, north London? 

" John Willcock 


rTTTT" 


I.U P r; I N T E r> ! 


COLOUR 3 C A M H S a ! 
IOPI = SS 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 



'T : •*' 















rrV\> 

pjsgf. ;■ ' *ty : - 


■r' 


The challenge of the Year 

from the Machine of the Year 


Wr. believe cur CF 900 ciicjital full colour co^cr/printer 
represents the best image quality and value (rjr mcncy in its 
ciass. But it s not our opinion that matters, nor the opinion of 
the judges wno have heaped a-.v-.rds on to the CF gOC*. 
!t’» your opinion alone. 

That 5 why we're asking you to decide, in the Minolta 
Challenge. Wore inviting graphics professionals to 

experience CF 900's amazing print quality, by sending 
in onn of their Sy Guest or iris'' o^.kr, ter us to print. 


Minolta's CS Warranty 
Programme 


Wa'ii bn proving its exitcpbnnal copy quality by irivli. 
corpora! users to send us thoir originals. 

And v/uli be proving the i:nr.nc.i::i case for tk: CF 900 
Finance Directors and purchasers through; i:.i! me UK 
If you re considering colour tor your business, take up d 
Minolta Chuiionqi: arid let us prove wo re Not 


0800 374481 






replace it (me cl cbnrgr 


MINOLTA 


What \r. Buy for fnismess - 2<:-:l buy 
Business Equir.-s:. i! Users Associ :»!•!>■! 
iBFUAi - Mnolrn.' of the Year It-'W a v. err I 




Fuel clean-up plan would 
cost £35bn, say oil firms 


The oD industry yesterday 
warned of dire consequences for 
investment and jobs, along with 
higher petrol prices, if tougher 
motor fuel standards drawn by 
green party Euro-MPs in Brus- 
sels, were adopted by ministers 
in two months time. 

The latest in a series of furi- 
ous arguments between the en- 
vironmental lobby and the big 
international oil groups could 
threaten to engulf the next UK 
government in a complex row 
m the immediate aftermath of 
the general election. 

The Euro-MPs' standards to 
dean up harmful chemicals in 
petrol and diesel fuels would, ac- 
cording to the oO industry, cost 
some Ecu50bn (£35bn) to im- 
plement across the European 
Union and force British oil re- 
fineries to invest an extra £700m 
a year for the next 15 years. 

Worse still the companies 
claim, they come at a time 
when profit margins have been 
pared to the bone in the face of 
intense petrol price wars. Ac- 
cording to the UK Petroleum 
Industry Association, the entire 
oil refining and marketing in- 
dustry made profits in 1995 of 
just £l00m. 

Privately, oil companies 
blame the debacle on a failure 
of communication between the 
European Commission and the 
European Parliament in Stras- 
bourg. Back in 1994 the Par- 
liament and council of ministers 
issued a directive mandating the 
Commission to draw up new 
fuel standards from 2000. 

For three years the Com- 
mission worked with the oil and 
motor industries to develop 
fuel standards which are, they 
claim, the toughest in the world 
They would reduce sulphur in 
petrol and especially diesel by 
a third from the year 2000, with 
ier rules from 2005 if air 
ity targets were not met. 
Yet a fortnight ago the strat- 
egy collapsed dramatically when 
Euro-MS’s tabled an amend- 
ment proposing their - own, 
much higher standards. The 
embarrassment for the oil com- 
panies and the Co mmissi on 
was compounded by the fact 
that the alternative plans were 
.unanunously supported by the 
European Parliament Some 
80 per cent of Euro-MPs voted 


The latest twist in Europe’s green 
politics has left the industry 
fuming, writes Chris Godsmark 


in favour of the Green plan, with 
just 50 rejecting it 

The vote astonished the oil in- 
dustry. Steve Theede, chief ex- 
ecutive of Conoco’s refining 

the earher^kn represented a 
substantial breakthrough. "Now 
afi that work- which took three 
years and cost millions - has ef- 
fectively been thrown away by 
the European Parliament in re- 
turn for negligible benefits which 
seem wholly out of proportion 
to the cost,” he said. 

The stiff new emissions pro- 
posals are the work of Noel 
Manere, a French Green Party 
Euro-MP and mayor of Bejles 
□ear Bordeaux. IBs proposals 
would cut sulphur emissions to 
just a tenth of their current lev- 
els by 2005. From 2000 to 2005 
they would require garages to 
offer two varieties of diesel 
fuel one with the lowest levels 
of sulphur and another “dirty” 
diesel with a higher content. 

Mike Frend, director gener- 


al of the Petroleum Industry As- 
sociation, said this would mean 
huge investment in a com- 
pletely different form of refin- 
ing process to “crack’’ or break 
down the crude oil into differ- 
ent by-products. He estimated 
this would mean raising invest- 
ment on environmental mea- 
sures from £300m a year in the 
UK to £lbn. Over a 15-year in- 
vestment cycle the industry 
would have to find an extra 
£10bn, money that would in- 
evitably be passed on to drivers 
in higher pump prices. 

“The companies will also be 
hit because some wfll probably 
not be able to find the money 
for the investment. There could 
be a further shake-out,” he 
added, on top of the recent 
merger of BP and Mobil’s 
garage chains and the proposed 
merger of Gulf and Elfs mar- 
keting operations. 

Mr Manere insisted that the 
oD companies’ figures were 
hugely inflated. “The oil in- 
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dustry is a pressure group like 
any other. They are crying wolf 
over this." Ironically, both sides 
are using the same research, 
commissioned by the EC and 
drawn up by the industry con- 
sultants Arthur D Little, to 
back up their case. 

The next stage in the 
labyrinthine workings of Euro- 
decision making is for ministers 
from national governments to de- 
bate the new proposals on 19 and 
20 June. However, the European 
Parliament's view is no longer of 
mainly symbolic importance. ^ 

New rules introduced in the ™ 

Maastricht Treaty mean the min- 
isters have to take into account 
the view of the Parliament. 

Because the Parliament’s 
vote was so decisive, the Com- 
mission wfll almost certainly 
have to raise its own emissions 
proposals. “The answer will 
have to be some way in the mid- 
dle," said Mr Frend. 

With little time left, frustrat- 
ed oil executives are regrouping 
for another lobbying effort but 
admit to having been out- 
manoeuvred. The economics of 
improved air quality may be 
complex, but inevitably con- 
sumers will end up paying the bilL 
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EMI thrust into the takeover spotlight once again 


SJS? tfle showbiz group em- 
™>s such ta iems £, the 
Beatles and Spice Girls, is 
hajk m the takeover spotlit. 

Suggestions that talkswith 
Seagraxuj the Canadian dam, 
had broken down came as 
something of a surprise -there 
had been no indication the two 
^re planning any alliance. 

Still, if nothing else, the 
aea 5 ra ® report re -alerted the 


shares started a timeless de- 
scent from a L,486p peak to 
l,097.5p last month. They have 
since edged forward, largely on 
the view they were oversold, 
but with bid stories resurfacing 
jumped 26p to 1^202J5p. 

Seagram, the sprawling 
drinks group which has moved 
into entertainment, is not the 
market's first choice as EMI 
nredator. Dfsnev,hj« that Hie. 
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MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


rumours. Its powerful post- stead of the printed fiSnuBion). 
don in the music industry The shares failed to repeat 
makes it an obvious target their opening heady display, 

a nr? if is thruinhf fn timrn haM .t A . — 44 s. 


best-performing blue chip and 
(Raso WeHcome gained 12p to 
1,1 625p with Credit Lyonnais 
Lamg positive. Other drug 
shares were ruffled ty the fail- 
ure of phase three trials lay a 
little-known US group for a 
multiple sclerosis treatment, 
edited*, which also had tocon- 
tend with cautious co m ment, 
fell 25p to 557.5p and Scotia, 
despite buying by Apax Part- 


16p to S23.5p on BZW sup- 
port 

On the property pitch 
ME3PC, recently linked with 
Hammeiscm, rose 13p to 470p 
seemingly on its debt restruc- 
turing; Cbdsfield was lip 
higher to 352p on its yearly re- 
port Figures lifted DFS 37p to 
549.5p and expectations Laura 
Ashley wfll top the £15 ,5m 
profit many predict when h re- 


Taking Stock 


OAlpha Airports, the in- 
flight caterer and airport ser- 
vices group, climbed 9p to 

113ip. Year’s figures are now 
expected on Friday and there 
is speculation Mohamed A1 
Fayed, bead of Barrods, is 
p lanning to increase his 2S 
per cent stake, which cost 
I25p a share in November, 

He Is free to bid nod month 
and with the intense activity 
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Barclays chiefs 
defend £2.8m paid 
toBZWhead 


Directors of Barclays, the high 
street bank, yesterday had to de- 
fend against some sharp ques- 
tions from shareholders at the 
annual general meeting over the 
£l.S5m paid to Bill Harrison, 
head of its BZW investment 
banking business. 

“How is Harrison worth 
£2.K5ra for three months' 
work?" asked Robert Muriel to 
the applause of other share- 
holders. "Is he going to get 
£2.$5m for every three months 
he works, plus a long-term 
bonus package?" 

Andrew Buxton, chairman, 
and Martin Taylor, chief exec- 
utive. defended the payment by 
replvrng that an investment 
bank had to be run by the best 
people, and Lhey were expen- 
sive. Most of Mr Harrison's 
199b payment was buying out 
the bonus he would have re- 
ceived from hisprevious em- 
ployer. Robert Fleming. 

There was also criticism from 
one shareholder over the recent 
appearance of Lord Lawson, 
the former Chancellor of the 


Exchequer and a director, in 
television commercials for a 
competitor, the M&G Croup. 
Lord Lawson narrates and ap- 
pears in the commercials for 
M&G’s personal equity plans. 

Philip Reid, a shareholder, 
claimed that his work for M&G 
exposed double standards, in 
that employees could not make 
deposits with other banks, yet 
a director was able to advertise 
for other financial institutions. 

Drawing on a previous state- 
ment over the issue, Mr Buxton 
said he would rather that Lord 
Lawson had not done the com- 
mercials and that he had in- 
formed the bank beforehand. He 
also recommended to the meet- 
ing that Lord Lawson should be 
re-elected to the board because 
of his value to the bank. 

Despite the criticisms, Mr 
Harrison, who joined the group 
last October, and Lord Lawson 
were re-elected to the board. 
Four other directors, who were 
also up for re-election, were vot- 
ed back on to the board. 

Barclays shares rose 6.5p to 


£1035 yesterday, largely re- 
flecting a reasonably upbeat 
trading statement by Mr Bux- 
ton. He said Barclays bad be- 
gun the year well, with personal 
and business banking continu- 
ing the strong performance of 
1996. He added that provisions 
in business banking remained at 
a low level, “a reflection of eco- 
nomic conditions and the pru- 
dent management of our book”. 
BZW was having an encourag- 
ing first quarter. 

Barclays’ profits in 1996 in- 
creased by 13 per cent, even 
though BZW’s contribution 
dropped 29 per cent. 

Mr Buxton said the bank's 
branch network remained a 
key part of strategy for the fu- 
ture, but customers were look- 
ing for convenience and choice 
in how, when and where they 
could do their banking, through 
such means as telephone bank- 
ing and PC h anking The tele- 
phone banking service for 
personal customers, BardaycaS, 
had 330,000 users and would 
continue to grow, he added. 



Under attack: Chairman Andrew Buxton (left) and chief executive Martin Taylor had to answer shareholder critics 


Noble joins biotech fledgling 


Magnus Grimond 

James Noble, who in February 
unexpectedly quit his job as 
finance director of British 
Biotech leaving behind share op- 
tion profits of £23 m. is to be- 
come a non-executive director at 
Innovative Technologies Group. 

He will help the fledgling 
medical technology group de- 
velop a corporate strategy to see 
it through its development 
phase and arrange deals with in- 
ternational drugs groups. 

Mr Noble said yesterday he 
was looking at other non-exec- 
utive positions in biotech groups 
and had also taken on a part- 
time executive role at a small 
start-up company in the sector. 

He and fellow directors of 
British Biotech, the UK’s lead- 
ing group in the biotechnology - 
sector, courted controversy 
when in December 1995 they 
exercised options after the 



New job: Ex-British Biotech 
director James Noble 

shares had soared on the back 
of very early stage resulis’far the 
company's Marimastar~anti- 
cancer drug. 

After the original £1.7m prof- 


it from that deal, Mr Noble ex- 
ercised further options which 
netted him £2.5 m after walking 
away from British Biotech ear- 
lier this year. Even so his sud- 
den departure from the 
company caused surprise in 
some quarters, given the large 
amount of potential option 
profits he was leaving behind. 

The former City merchant 
banker with Kleinwort Benson 
said yesterday: “It was a bit of 
a brave thing to do, but every- 
one said I was crazy when I left 
Kleinworts.” 

He said he now believed his 
job was complete at British 
Biotech after last July’s £143xn 
rights issue, the proceeds of 
which are expected to see the 
group through until first sales 
of Marimastat. although he 
added that he had wanted to 
complete the marketing deal 
with Thnabe of Japan, finally 
sealed at the end of last year. 


Mr Noble will pick up 
£2Q#M a year from his post with 
Innovative Technology. As a 
non-executive director, he is 
banned by the Greenbury code 
on corporate pay from picking 
up any more share options, but 
Keith Gilding, chief executive, 
said he would probably “work 
out a way of giving him some 
sort of success-related fee”. 

The company, which m 
March raised £4.1m in a plac- 
ing, has developed what it 
cl aims are new cost-effective 
ways of dressing wounds. The 
three main products include a 
leg ulcer bandage based on 
alginate derived from seaweed 
and a polyurethane film which 
it is claimed will allow wounds 
to breathe more effectively . 

The group announced that 
losses deepened from £2.7m to 
£3 .9 9m in the year to Decem- 
ber, on turnover raised from 
£190.000 to £1.44m. 
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‘Vote Quality’ 


MIN. the UK's award winning PC manufacturer continues to come 

out top in the poBs with it's systems consistently voted “The Best" for quafity, 

performance and value by the leading PC publications. 
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MJN's new range of h*Ji performance systems provide even more funcdonaWy 
and are upgradeable to or based on Intel Perakim* processors with 
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MMX™ Technology 


RUN 166+ 

■ 6<S6 PR- 166+ processor 
manufactured IBM 

• UPOadeaUe to tnas PErtwnr 
2G0H*fc processor with MMX" 

• XMbEDOMM 

• 12 speed CD-ROM drive 

■ 33.6 V3J + voce modem 

• 2.1Gb harp ask 

■ 15' SVGA 0^8£%i screen 

• 25GK cqjetme bust cache 

• Fast 6-l b* eaphKS uang 2Mb 
system RAM 

■ 16-ta stereo sound, joystick, 
om pramum mans powered 
AiKahcra 


MJN 166M 

■ Intel Pentium’ 166ft*fc processor 
wth MMX" Technology 

• Upgradeabteto Intel Pentium ' 
200MH: processor wth MMX* 

• 33Mb EDO RAM 

• 12 speed CD-ROM drive 

• 33.6 V34+ voice modem 

• 2JjGbhadosk 

• 15* SVGA 0_28dp screen 

■ 256Kprpa6ne burst cache 

- Fast 64-btt gophes using 2hfc 
system RAM 

• 16-bit stereo sound, joystick and 
premum mans powered 
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MJN 200+ 

- 6x86 PR-20Q+ processor 
manufactured by IBM 

• Upgadeable to Intel Rermum* 
200MHz processor with RAAX" 

• 512Kpfpefr»e burst cache 

- 32Mb 5X3 RAM 

- 3.2Gb hard dsk 

• 33.6 V34+ voce modem 

- 18 Ms CD-ROM dnve 

- 15* SVGA 028dp screen 
<17~aptman 

■ ATI Rage H 3D gaptics with 4WK> 
SGRAM 

■ SourxBastor 32 hardware 
Wawtabte sotnd card, joystick & 
premium mains powered speakers 


MJN200M 

- Intel Pentnm' 200MHz processor 
with MMX* technology 

- 512K pipefine bust cache 

• 32Vt> EDO RAM 

• 3.2Gb hard cte* 

• 33.6 V34+ voice modem 

- 16 Max CD-ROM dnve 

- IS* SVGA O^Sdp screen 
<17"optronan 

■ ATI Rags II 3D papntes with 4MD 
SGRAM 

■ SoundBaster 32 hartfcrare 
Wauetette sort cant, joystick & 
premium mains powered speakers 
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Ordnance workers fear 
job cuts in French link 


RSchael Harrison 

Royal Ordnance workers plan 
to picket the Defence Secretary 
Michael Portillo tonight in 
protest at the threat to jobs if 
the company proceeds with a 
joint venture with a French 
munitions supplier. 

Unions fear that if tbe joint 
venture with the Reach company 
Sodete NationaJe Poudres el Ex- 
plosifc (SNPE) goes ahead then 
Royal Ordnance’s Bridgwater 
plant in Somerset may close 
with the loss of hundreds of jobs. 

Mr Portillo will be greeted by 
workers from the factory bear- 
ing placards attacking the Gov- 
ernment's failure to intervene 
when he arrives to deliver a 
speech at the Royal United 
Services Institute m London. 


The placards wOl read “Ou est 
Portnio?" and “Nous soxnroes 
les Mise rabies". 

Royal Ordnance is now part 
of British Aerospace, which has 
been pursuing a series of joint 
ventures with European part- 
ners in defence and aerospace. 

The Bridgwater plant is the 
country’s only manufacturer of 
TNT-based explosives and cer- 
tain other explosives used in ar- 
tillery shells. The plant also 
makes explosives for large air- 
drop weapons such as the 
1,0001b bomb, and polymer 
bonded explosives which are 
safer to handle and store. 

Jack Dromey, national sec- 
retary of the Transport and 
General Workers Union and 
ran for BAe’s five in- 
unions, said: “We sup- 


port European collaboration to 
prevent American domination 
of our continent’s defence man- 
ufacturing base. But no previous 
joint venture has surrendered vi- 
tal strategic capacity. The 
French government is actively 
involved and is determined to 
defence French national inter- 
ests. Michael Portillo is silent." 

A spokesman for Royal Ord- 
nance said: “There is over- 
capacity in the industry and that 
is one of the reasons we are 
looking at doing this joint ven- 
ture. But no decisions have yet 
been taken." 

Tbe Bridgwater plant is one 
of three that make up Royal 
Ordnance's explosives and pro- 
pellants division. The other two 
are at Bishopton in Scotland 
and in Holland. 


NatWest 1 
board 
grilled 
on losses 

Lord Alexander, chairman of 
NatWest Bank, told sharehold- 
ers at a stormy annual meeting 
yesterday that a full report into 
the recent £77m loss on inter- 
est rate options would be rcacwk . 

within a month, but admitted h™ 
could not say whether the whole 
report would be made public. 

The board of NatWest re- 
jected calls for tbe resignation 
of Martin Owen, chief executive 
of NatWest Markets where the 
losses took {dace, and the bank's 
auditors, KPMG. The critidsrns 

S shareholders hit sentiment in 
e bank's shares, whicb closed 
down 3.5p at693.5p. 

Shareholders grilled the 
board over the losses and where 
the blame should lie. Lord 
Alexander said that although it 
was unlikely the whole repot 
would be made public, “what i r v 

can promise you is that share- £ 
holders will be kepi informed of w 
any significant developments". 
The report is being prepared by 
Coopers & Lybrand, chartered 
accountants, and Linklaters & 
Paines, the law firm. 

Lord Alexander was also 
forced to defend the bank's au- 
ditors, KPMG, against sugges- 
tions that they should share 
blame for the options debacle. 
Lord Alexander said KPMG de- 
served “fair treatment" until the 
report was produced. 

Despite shareholders’ re- 
quests. Lord Alexander said he 
was not willing to change the 
term of office of the auditors. 
The resolution at the meeting 
to reappoint the auditors was 
passed on a poll vote after fail- 
ing on a show of hands. A 
shareholder said: “They [the au- 
ditors] have been paid as experts 4 
and they are not acting as ex- 
perts.” 

Lord Alexander faced further 
opposition when it came to re- 
electing six directors to the 
board, normally a routine mat- 
ter. Rory Murphy, general sec- 
retary of the NatWest Staff 
Association, presented himself 
as a seventh candidate and said 
shareholders should block the 
re-election of Mr Owen. 

Mr Murphy derided the 
£200,000 cut Mr Owen look in 
his bonus due to the options 
trading losses. Lord Alexander 
rejected Mr Murphy’s ap- 
pointment and instead backed 
Mr Owen, who won the vote. 
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In Brief 


Jobs boost for the West and Wales 

Up to 355 jobs could be created in the West and Wales follow- 
ing announcements yesterday that Matsushita, the Japanese elec- 
tronics company, was investing a further £13m in Port Talbot arid 
that Direct Line, the motor insurance group, was setting up a tele- 
sales operation in Bristol. Matsushita will build a factory to make 
car audio speakers. The project will create 285 posts over tbe next 
four years. Meanwhile, m Bristol the telesales centre planned by 
Direct Line will lead to the creation of 70 jobs. A company 
spokesman said the number of telesales jobs could double, de- 
pending on the operation’s sales success. Separately, more than 
100 jobs are under threat following the appointment yesterday 
of receivers to CUffe Construction in Kent. The receivers from 
KPMG, the chartered accountancy firm, have put the company 
up for sale. 

Property group buys nursing homes 

Nursing Home Properties has bought seven nursing homes for 
£12.6m. Tbe deal takes the amount invested in a total of 62 nurs- 
ing and residential homes to more than £116m since the com- 
pany began trading in February 1995. The company also 
announced tbe completion of a JElOOm property securitisation, 
which it said would allow it to increase its portfolio of proper- 
ties by a further £50m to around £170m. However, a related re- 
structuring of debt will lead to a charge of around £7m against 
earnings and restrict the group’s ability to pay dividends. Tbe pay- 
ment of a dividend for the three months to 31 March could be 
delayed by a month until early August. 

Spring surprise for Flying Rowers 

Shares in Flying Flowers soared 44p to a all-time high of 327-5p 
after the company said its sales this spring for Gardening Direct, 
the group’s mail order bedding plant business, were £5-5m, sig- 
nificantly up from £l-5m in the same period last year. The com- 
pany said this would boost foil-year pre-tax profits “well in excess" 
of current market forecasts. Its other businesses are performing 
in line with expectations. 

Ferraris ahead at half time 


Strong sterling 
scars SmithKline 


4>. 


Magnus Grimond 

SmithKline Beecham, the drugs 
to healthcare giant, yesterday 
became the latest big UK com- 
pany to reveal the hammering 
It had received at the hands of 
the resurgent pound. Unveiling 
ficst-qnarter figures to March, 
the group said currency factors 
had shaved £41m off pre-tax 
profits, slashing growth from 19 
to just 8 percent. 

But the group said it expect- 
ed these figures to bear the 
worst scars of sterling's strength 
and for the comparisons to im- 
prove as the year progresses, 
with the final outcome some- 
where between £90m and 
£100m if current rates hold. 

Jan LeschJy, chief executive, 
brushed aside the currency fac- 
tors, describing the group's per- 
formance as “excellent" in spite 
of tbe “dramatic impact ofex- 
ebange rate fluctuations". He 
said sales in the pharmaceutical 
and healthcare businesses re- 
mained strong, driven by the 
contribution of new products 
such as the anti-depressant 
Seroxat, new children's vac- 
cines and the Nicorette and 
Nicoderm smoking-cessation 
products. “With a continued 
now of new products, we are 


confident that we will meet our 
objectives for the year." he said. 

Pre-tax profits came in at 
£418ra. up from £387m before. 
The company announced a first 
quarter dividend raised 10 per 
cent to 4.4 Ip, payable from 
earnings per share up 7 per cent 
to 102p. 

Sales were hit by a change in 
the method of reimbursement 
from customers of Diversified 
Pharmaceutical Services, which 
manages drug buying for big US 
insurance companies and the 
like. SmithKline said this re- 
duced risk without cutting 
profits. Along with tbe currency 
impact, tbe 64 per cent slump 
at DPS meant overall turnover 
slipped 2 per cent to £l.S4hn. 
There were mixed responses 
from analysts to the 7 per cent 
underlying growth rate after 
stripping out exchange factors. 
Some compared it unfavourably 
with the double-digit rises re- 
ported recently by US groups, 
others said SmitnKline's sales 
on the Continent had outpaced 
most of its peers. 

Excluding DPS. drug sales 
grew 12 per cent at comparable 
exchange rates, driven by a 
good performance from new 
products introduced in the past 
five years. 


to 12p- Ken Baker, chairm an, said high levels of orders and effi- 
ciency improvements at the Metakraft and the Rotary Actuator 
divisions, togetherwith the benefits of the product rationalisation 
at PK Morgan and Case, should ensure a successful year. 

Lifejacket hitch for Cosalt 

Cosalt’s first-half profits increased from £ 1.1 lm to £1.65m, and 
the interim dividend was raised from 3.6p to 4.1p: However, the 
results of Crewsaver, the inflatable lifejacket manufacturing busi- 
ness purchased last year, were behind budget-fbr the first halt 
having been hh by a reduction m margins m export markets affected 
by the strength of sterling. 
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“Information professionals rank 
Financial Times Infor ma tion as the most 
important UK business in fo rma tion provider" 


Annual BosmegMatnatifiiSmv^ 1996, 
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Finaixial Times Informaticm provides online infonnationfrom 
over 5,000 business sources comprising 43 mfllioa documents, as 
wefl as a database of 35 miffioo securities and fundamental data 
. on quoted companies. 
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Instant fame 
for Cracknel I 
and Foster 

Mike Rowbottom witnesses the public 
unveiling of the new foursome formed by 
Steve Redgrave and Matthew Pinsent 
to take them into the next Olympics 


F our men in a boat pro- 
voked a frenzied flicker- 
ing of camera shutters 
here yesterday as they took to 
the water for the first rime. 

Two of the occupants, Steven 
Redgrave and Matthew Pinsent, 
were used to the media glare, 
having put together a four-year 
unbeaten run in the coxless 
pairs event which earned them 
three world and two Olympic ri- 
des. culminating in Atlanta last 
summer. 


was said at ihe time to have been 
prompted by the chaotic 
Olympic transport arrangements. 

“I knew I wasn't fit to com- 
pete,” Cracknel] said. “Walking 
to have lunch in the village put 
my pulse rate over 120. By the 
time I got back, all the other 
guys in my apartment had gone. 
It was like the Marie Celeste.” 
Now he is back in the fold - 
although things might have been 
different had he not escaped in- 
jury when writ- 


ing off his be- 
loved ZR 1000 
motorbike in 
Putney two 
months ago. 

“It's not a 

dream come 


a new way of . . 

life as compo- ul3t 15 
ncnl parts of a 

high-profile VV6 C3 

coxless four 

which will be 

expected to bring further worjd 
and Olympic glory to Britain in 
the coming years. 

“I didn't really know what to 
expect today.” said Cracknel], 
a 24-year-old from Sutton who 
is qualified as a geography 
teacher. “I was pretty surprised 
at how many people came. 1 
think I have suddenly realised 
what I have got myself into.” 

Cracknel!, it transpired yes- 
terday. was the real reasoa 
Britain's leading rowers made a 
hasty exit from the Olympic vil- 
lage before competition got un- 
der way last summer. When he 
was discovered to be suffering 
from a debilitating virus, those 
with whom he was sharing ac- 
commodation - including Red- 
grave and Pinsent -were shipped 
out at short notice, a mow? which 


that is where 
we can leam’ 


For the two , mg off his be- 

men sitting be- ot6VG 3110 loved ZR 1000 
tween them. , . motorbike in 

however. Tim MSttllGW 3IW3VS Pumey two 
Foster and , .. . . . * months ago. 

James Crack- get it light OO the not a 

ncli this was an . dream come 

introduction to Dig 0CC3SI0H 3110 true for me yet, 
a new way of ° . but hopefully it 

life as compo- tilSt IS Where will be later on. 

ncnl parts of a . Steve and 

high-profile W 0 C3H l63m Matthew al- 

coxless four ways get it right 

which will be on the big oc- 

expected to bring further world casions, and that is where Tim 
and Olympic glory to Britain in and I can leam. That makes 
the coming years. them unique in the sport, and 

“I didn't really know what to probably British sport because 
expect today.” said Cracknel], they get it right all the time. I 
a 24-year-old from Sutton who think 1 will leam a lot more about 
is qualified as a geography them when we race. That's when 
teacher. “I was pretty surprised I will see the psychology they 
at how many people came. 1 have of racing under pressure.” 
think 1 have suddenly realised Although both have ear- 
wha 1 1 have got myself into.” rings, Foster and Cracknel! pre- 
Crac knell, it transpired yes- sent veiy different appearances, 
terday. was the real reason Cracknel! is more reserved, 
Britain's leading rowers made a Foster - with a Kurt Cobain 
hasty exit from the Olympic vil- hairstyle, multi-colour laced 
lage before competition got un- Doc Martens and tartan 
der way last summer. When he trousers - is a more obviously 
was discovered to be suffering flamboyant character, 
from a debilitating virus, those Last mouth he stroked the 
with whom he was sharing ac- Oxford crew which narrowly lost 
commodation - including Red- the Boat Race. He has com- 
grave and Pinsent -were shipped pleted a one-year special diplo- 
out at short notice, a move which ma in social studies. Cracknell, 
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Matthew Pinsent (front) and Steve Redgrave (rear) bracket their new partners, James CrackneJI and Tim Foster yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


sitting beside him, smiles at this 
point, and suggests that social- 
ising rather than social studies 
was the core component. 

Foster acknowledged that 
there were some potential dif- 
ficulties in working with house- 
hold names. “It's always going to 
be Steve and Matthew in a 
four,” he said. “That’s part of the 
deaL It’s something that could 
become a contentious issue if you 
let it. But if you get on top of it 
and understand it, we all know 
we have an equal part to play.” 


After trials in the winter, this 
final group of four should have 
got into raring mode within the 
last fortnight at a training camp 
in Belgium -but Redgrave could 
not go because he required an 
emergency appendix operation 
two weeks ago. Thus it was that 
yesterday's outing on the 
Thames for the benefit of the 
trailing press launch and pho- 
tographers gathered like expec- 
tant clucks on the bank was the 
first for Britain's fab foursome. 

The four-times Olympic 


champion did admit that he had 
found it hard to return to train- 
ing after taking a four-month 
post-Olympic break. “Half-way 
through my first endurance cir- 
cuit, I thought to myself. “What 
the hell am I doing here?' ” But 
overall, I think the break has giv- 
en me new vigour.” 

It may come as a surprise to 
those who have followed Red- 
grave's prodigious career that he 
did not perform the operation 
himself with the aid ofamirror, 
knife and medical textbook. 


“The consultant said I was not 
supposed to do anything for 
three weeks,” he said. 

Advice which, by and large, 
he has followed - if you discount 
the cycling he did earlier this 
week, and the weight training 
session he had undertaken ear- 
ly yesterday morning. And of 
course, going out in a boat. And 
of course, the previous day’s golf 
game against Pinsent. 

“I gave him a th rashing yes- 
terday," Pinsent announced, his 
cherubic face breaking into an- 


other broad grim The thought oc- 
curred that he was speaking of a 
man who bad undergone surgery 
only a fortnight earlier. Then 
again, this is no ordinary man. 

The joshing, the camaraderie 
is bull ding already. It is under- 
pinned by the knowledge that 
each of these men would spit 
blood for the common cause. 
Even though Redgrave is un- 
likely to be fully fit, their first 
race - at the World Cup event 
in Munich on 31 May tol June 
-will be something to see. 


Rugby Union 

FWJL STEPHENS 


1 


West. Hartlepool have parted 
company with their player- 
coach, Mark Ring, following 
last Saturday’s heavy home deAy. • 
feat by Northampton, which 1 
consigned the North-east dub to 
; relegation. In the West Country 
yesterday, the news was happi- 
er as Gloucester announced 
their firs important signing in the 
professional era: Philippe Saint- 
AndrS, the former France cap- 
tain and Montferrand wing. 

After the decision to release 
. Ring from bis contract, which 
still has a year to run, the chair- 
man, Andy Hindis, said: “I'm 
Sony the experiment with Mark 
Ring failed He’s an honourable 
man who worked hard and 
brought on a lot of our talent- 
ed youngsters, but ultimately, a * ' 
coach is judged by his results. t . 

“However, we're determined 
to be up there with the best, and 
within the next few days, I hope 
to announce the signing of a 
world-class coaduwho will take 
West back to the Fust Division. " 

Promoted along with Sale at 
the . end of the 1993-94 cam- 
paign. West have endured three 
seasons which have brought 
them a paltry nine victories in 
56 League One matches. Since 
promotion. West have dismissed 
three coaches. The Australian 
Barry Thylorwas sacked just five 

months after his appointment, 
ending a controversial reign 
which saw the departure of the 
No S Dave Watson and the 
hooker Simon Mitchell to Har- 
lequins. When the Yorkshire- 
man Barry Forster failed to 
improve West’s lot, the Welsh- - J 

man Ring was handed control 9V' 
in January 1996. 

A series of injuries has pre- 
vented Ring, an outside-half or 
centre, from playing a lull part 
on the field. Off it, his decision 
to recruit seven Welsh pliers, 
including West's captain, Kevin 
Moseley, and to dispense with 
the services of locally bom play- 
ers like Alan Brown has not bear 
a success. Ring has now paid the 
inevitable price of failure. 


... -nfc. 

. ■,**&*> 

'h-L, V ■wjto 


.. .. r -•••r™ - 




.... * 
•-..isrV.'H 

•• -V-rW» 


r^CHESl 0 *" 


2.40 :>-• 


***** 


.^wmW * 
. ***#• 4 J*j 


» Independent 

FANTASY 

FOOTBALL 

Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 

Top Fifty League Table 

CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 13 APRIL 


THE EWEPENBENT INDEPENDENT ON SUNBAY 

T oday we publish the latest results in our tasy Football managers and their teams for matches on Sunday. The overall Top 50 League table will 
Independent Fantasy Football game, played between Saturday 17 August - Sunday 13 April, be printed every Wednesday and again on Sunday, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver Terms and conditions as previously published 

Light Bulbs. Results will be published every Wednesday in The PRIZES 




| FANTASY 


MR PETER FRANKENTAL 
MR PAUL MATTHEW 
MR SEAN BROSNAN 
MR ASHLEY BRETTLE 
MR SCOTT MdNERNEY 

MR SIMON UU 

MR WILLIAM BARR 
MR KEITH HORRY 

MRWQC YAP 

MR LAN GROUT 

MR ALEXANDA FEAST 

MR C WHITE 

MR BLN KENDALL 

MR PETER FRANKENTAL 

MR D R MILLS 

MR PAUL HOOKER 

MRJOHN COX 

MR ANDREW BOLTON 

MR ADAM HOGG 

MR O j IOHNSON 

NEIL EMTWHISTLE 

MR TONY AKINPAUE 
MR GARFIELD M^AIEM 
MR GRAHAM LONG SOANE 
MR JONATHAN DAVIS 

MR | LILLY 

MR ADAM DEACON 

MR MARK HAYDEN 

MR S f PERRY 

MR SIMON DRAPER ~ 

MR 5 J GODWIN 

MR] ALPQUS 
MR PAUL HARRIS 
MR BB4 ANDREWS ~ 
MR A MORGAN 
MR L KETTLEMEWEU 

MR TERRY JONES 

MR IVAN HOOD 

MR PETER FRANKENTAL 

MR P CURRAN 

_ MR ANDREW GO OPEN 
_ HR a SWANNEY 
_ MR FJ GREAVES 
MR p HEMMINGWAY 
MR ANDY LANE 
HR MARTIN REN NICK 
MR RICHARD SMITH 
HR DAVID MAHER 
MR GARY HAYLES 


JOSI MARTI 
THE DOOR MAT 


RELEGATION 12 


DEFENCE ROVERS 
KRUEGER EC. 


ORGANIC MANURE EC. 
OUT OF MIND 


THE ZOROSTWAN ZENETTC ZYGWE869 

WHITE CITY 867 

TURKEY’S TRIGGERS 865 

SANDINO 863 

THE MUSHROOM LAYERS 862 

NOaBIES BOYS 860 

SOUTHHLL EC W 

ANDREWS B TEAM 859 

BLAGGY HOGG 858 

THE AWAY WINNERS 857 

JERRY BANK ATHLETIC 857 

OLL1E VILLA 856 

GARFIELD BOYS 2ND 856 

SAN DUNG STROLLERS 856 

GOLDEN TEAM 856 

JEWELS REMMTC GONE MISSING 8S5 

ADAM ACES 855 

TROWBRIDGE WANDERERS 854~ 

THE GREAT ESCAPERS 852 

PLATE EC 85 

NQRVOQD SSI 

MEN BEHAVING WELL 850 

CBJ.OTY 850 

BOOZER'S BATTLERS 869 

KICK START 849 


ANDROGEN UNITED 
EAST GATE ROVERS 
ARLENSIU 

F.CA1ZEY 

DOG'S BRICK 

ANONYMOUS ROVERS 

WAGON WHEELS 

If ANYONE can toucan" 

WILD ROVERS 

DYNAMO CHICKEN KBV 
THE ELITE OF THE ELITE 
101 ALLSTARS 


T oday we publish the latest results in our 
Independent Fantasy Football game, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver 
Light Bulbs. 

The Team Market and Scores table published below, 
shows four scores. The Week 36 (Wk 36) column lists 
all points scored in Premiership matches played be- 
tween Monday 14 April - Sunday 20 April inclusive. 
Column B lists all points scored before the transfer 
period. Column A lists all points scored after the trans- 
fer period The Overall (Ov) column lists the total 
amount of points scored in all matches played from 
Saturday 17 August - Sunday 20 ApriL 
Also published today is the lop 50 League table (see 
left). It lists the overall top scoring Independent Pan- 


Results will be published every Wednesday in The 
Independent for all games played from the pre- 
vious Monday to Sunday inclusive. They will also 
appear the following Sunday, in the Independent 

4 paints for a goal *4 points for a goaUceeperf defender 
clean sheet ■ 3 points fora successful assist ■ I point 
when a player is selected and plays ■ I point for a 
winning goal ■ 3 points fora manager win, 1 point 
for a draw ■ Lose 1 point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 
points for a red card 


on Sunday. The overall Top 50 League table will 
be printed every Wednesday and again on Sunday. 
Terms and conditions as previously published 

PRIZES 

The overall winner at the end of the season will be 
the entrant who has accrued more points than any 
other Independent Fantasy Football team in that 
time. Win the ultimate prize - a trip to the 199S 
World Cup in France. The winner, plus companion, 
wfll see all the action of a quarter-final and a semi-fi- 
nal of their choice, plus the final. In addition, the 
highest scoring team each month will win a pair of 
tickets to one of England’s World Cup qualifying 
games at Wembley. 


Team Market and ScoREs ter 

OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 20 APRIL; WTOC 35 SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 1 4 APRIL- 20 APRIL 


CODE KATES TEAM 


I POINTS I VALUE CODE KAYES TEAM | POWtS 1 VALUE CODE HAIEK TEAM I RUNTS [ VALUE 

Wk36 B A Or (fim) Wk36 B A Or (t») Wk36 B A Or grt 


GOALKEEPERS 

300 Seaman ARS 

JOS Bosnicb .AV 

304 Rowers 8 LA 

305 Kharine CHE 

306 Hitchcock CHE 

307 Ogrtanvic COV 

308 FiLut COV 

309 Southall EVE, 

330 Mariya LEE" 

-TO James LTV 

335 ftjolc LEI 

336 Hmilt HER 

33 7 Sdnocfctod MU 

33S Vfahb SLID 

339 Smieefc »EW 

340 Halon HEW 

343 Crosucy WOT 

344 Wngtu WOT 

345 Bcasant HOT 

346 Pressman RW 

347 Colon SUN 

346 Walker TOT 

349 Mikkako WH 

350 Sullivan &TM 

DEFENDERS 

400 Down ARS 

403 Wimcitxun KRS 

404 Mould StS 

405 Adams mpS 

406 Kama MLS 

407 Summon W 

408 Smihisuc ftp 

409 McGrath WIR 

430 Ehioeu .9 

433 Wrirfa A'M 

434 Tiler 

435 Ben / mm 

436 LcSmra !■. BCT" 

437 Coleman 1 BLA 

438 Hendry BLA . 

439 Kmuu iNbla 

440 Doherty CHE 

443 Ptircscn ' CHE’* 

444 Pbdan , E^'E 

445 LebeouT ( CHE 

446 Sinclair VCHE 

447 Mmto X7HE 

446 Daoh OW 

449 Shao COV\ 

45n Burrow? COV 

453 Stimac DER 

454 Powell (C) DER 

455 WtssoD DER 

45t> Short EVE 

457 Wnsofl EVE 

458 Uiwrorth EVE 

459 Honker EVE 

460 HmcheiiHe EVE 

463 Job** LEE 

464 KcDv LEE 

465 Wnbertll LEE 

466 Dorku LEE 

467 tenoerwn LEE 

46S WMsh LEI 

469 Grayson LEI 

47D Whufaw LEI 

473 Wins LEI 

474 Bnfcfe LTV 

475 JaaalRI LTV 

476 Wrigta UV 


ARS 

1 

38 

21 

59 

5.9 

AV 

0 

5 

42 

47 

4 a 

BLA 

l 

19 

47 

66 

5 2 

CHE 

0 

21 

0 

21 

3.7 

CHE 

0 

12 

3 

15 

IS 

COV 

I 

n 

48 

70 

** 1 

COV 

JU 


-e— 

-fcr" 

-w- 

EVE y 

"l 

257 

37 

62. 

3a 

LEE'' 

2 

a 

33 

ior 

3J 

LJJ# 

n 

27 


83 



I 16.7 W 

— 1 24 35 it 59 li 

I. 25 53\. 78 5- 


477 Ruddock 

478 Scales 

479 Harbnaa 


483 Pattister 
486 May 
Sg7 Vkicn 
456 Pearson 
489V Whyte 
490 \Car 
493 


2 31 33 3j 0 650 Amnovk 

6 22 28 AA 653 Vfcn Dcj La* 

0 6 6 22 654 EtordD 

23 51 74 3.7 655 KancheHds 

S 24 32 3.7 656 Parittoon 

36 44 30 4J 657 Stuart 

20 42 62 4.9 658 Grant 

31 40 71 JJ) 659 Bower 

18 21 39 12 660 WUfice 

5 II 16 22 663 Pahner 


6 13 ..19 3J0\ J® 

|!7 II J 3.7 i J* 

1 27 28 3.7 i W 

U 17 K 17 « 

!o 5 S 1-3 5” 

16 6 P I-8J |29 

24 50 R 27 ® 

26 0 U IBS Si 

36 47 fe 3 .41 ^ 

19 41 60 34) I 

32 39 71 181 



1 

14 

13 

2T 

12 


JtpjH 

1 

20 

24 

44 

15 


1 

0 

20 

35 

55 

4J 


0 

21 

0 

21 

3.7 



25 

37 

62 

32) 


n 

6 

29 

35 

3J 


2 

24 

13 

37 

*1 


T 

17 

50 

67 

30 


i 

IS 

40 

55 

2 A 


0 

i 

0 

12 

6 

20 

8 _ 

rii 

i 


SOT 

0 

0 

lg 

Bg 



SOT 

I 

20 

la 

Bm 

HP 


SOT 

1 

4 

2S 




SOT 

0 

32 

HG 

D 

22 


sw 

1 

Z7 

3tJ| 

■ 

IJ 


SW 

1 

28 

47 

75 

1.9 


SW 

1 

19 

49 

68 

15 


sw 

1 

2i 

42 

63 

1.6 


SUN 

0 

31 

42 

73 

12 


SUN 

SUN— 

0 

23 

■M 

36 

41 

59 

75 

L2 

-9 1 



838 Dublin 

839 Whelan 

840 Ndlovu 

843 GaNnatlini 

844 Ward 

845 SnurUge 

846 Fomwon 

847 Amokadti 

848 Rideout 

849 Tfcboah 

850 Rush 
853 Deane 
®4 Collyitiofe 

855 Fowler 

856 Ctaridge 

857 

858 Rabun 



I 8 24 

I 13 17 

1 8 10 

0 3 0 

4 5 17 

1 12 42 

13^1 




869 Mjmf 

870 MaM r 

873 

874 Campbell 

875 Boolh 

876 Hint 

877 Brbdjt 
£78 LeTktier 


NEW S 
NOT 0 


■17 — 23 3j0 M0, 



_26 

43 

69 


i 1 

4T 

■f 

■98* 

62 

n.r 

4.4 

2 

0 

21 

2| 


6 

17 

32 

49 

[J 

0 

16 

24 

40 

n 


(554 Thom 
555 Thud; 


22 31 53 2.7 700 MaMua 

0 7 7 17 7Q3 V^P 

2S 10 35 22 704 Heaney 

0 0 0 12 TO -UGny 

0 1 1 U 706 -Ran 

0 0 0 7U7 Aencw 



Sripperfcy SOT 


17 n 49 13 MU> 

16 24 40 2.7 J® * 

15 46 61 12 


.0-^ 10 5 15 .12 

X. is— a— -ar" 33 

l\2I 32 54 1R 

o 


Parlour ARS 

tm Helder ARS 

lR r 'W6 mimr ARS 
607 Tkylor AV 

* 608 Townsend AV 

609 Dinner AV 

630 Dons BLA 

633 Wilcox BLA 

» 634 Ripky BLA 

a? 635 Sherwood BLA 

636 Hhaolt BLA 

* 637 GnlBl CHE 

Xj. 638 Di MaUco CHE 



11 10 I 

0 15 28 

1 B 19 

0 12 10 

■ W 


0 Tp— e--*! 5 5- w Wbc CHE 
22 22 44 12 640 Newton CHE 

26 38 64 22 Rsacock CHE 

25 3 28 U SaIak0 COV 

3) 24 55 1.6 J45 Tdfer COV 

28 26 54 3.7 SS¥ dson S9K 

0 1 I 2.7 647 McAlliaer COV 

22 53 B 28 COV 


2 0 2 L5 737 Mticnr 

11 26 37 L9 738 Ksfaop 

13 33 46 3.1 739 Janes 

12 25 37 4.1 740 Earle 

15 16 31 38 743 Aidey 

10 34 44 3.7 744 Fear 

a 32 44 m STRIKERS 

7 20 27 38 800 Bergfcamp 

fi .9 15 4.4 003 Wkfia 

26 30 56 4J 804 HaztMM 


888 Rum WH 

W9 Radudoiu WH 

890 Dowfe WH 

M3 HoUtotmh WIM 

WIM 

«95 Ekoku WIM 


IUJ “ U 
WH n 
wh o 
WH u 
WIM & 
WIM 5 
WIM l) 


-HUNTS 1 VALLE 

B A Or (Em) 

18 55 73 4.7 

14 3ft SO 5 2 
3 17 31 4.3 

•2 4 16 33 

13 52 65 13 

13 52 65 3.0 

14 64 78 6.7 


14 34 JR s’- 

7 44 51 J.il 

2 58 7R K.I 

28 80 |i» 4.S 

21 54 75 3.n 

31 43 74 is 

' 12 In 

27 68 95 SI 

R> IS 2S s.,i 

2 51 54 r.j 

l> 9 e 1 1 

n S l' 1 ^ 

l? I 7 . ' 4 6-7 

i S 2! « 

5 27 ^ 55 

6 i9 25 j - ; 

21 22 45 ..‘j 

^ *« ss j i 

m 37 47 


« t! 


: i? s b 

i « fi 

40 75 2.7 


CHE .0 14 IS 32. 3.7 j 806 Yodte 


2 10 12 24 an MBoscvic 

0 0 0 2.1 80S Johnson 

IS ■ 22 37 2.4 809 JoaeUra 

7 18 25 IB 830 Shearer 

7. 21 28 24 834 Sorton 

14 59 73 AO 835 VqUI 

7 17 24 12 836 . Hughes 

15 12 71 1.2 837 ScenaTr 


WH 

1 

11 

11 

WH 

| 

5 

23 

WIM 

0 

17 

[ft 

WIM 

0 

35 

32 

WIM 

1 

38 

24 

WIM 

2 

1- 

9 

ARS 

0 

28 

60 

ARS 

0 

52 

62 

WH 

1 

21 

27 

AV 

5 

57 

77 

AV 

1 

12 

SO 

AV 

l> 

27 

12 

AV 

II 

HI 

16 

NEW 

14 

52 

■M 

BLA 

II 

23 

n 

CHE 

1 

41 

27 

CHE 

10 

19 

W 

CHE 

0 

6 

0 


88 70 

114 7.2 
43 3,7 
114 6.7 
61 4al 
39 25 

26 14 

L37 I LI 

76 3.7 
68 6.1 

77 *A 

6 25 


907 Harford" 
9U8 Franca 
909 WOkhtson* 
930 Redknapp 

933 Gullii 

934 Ckik* 
Robsn 

936 Reid 

937 Souacss 
9M OTfcBI 

939 Surah 

940 Kinocar 

943 Atkinson* 

944 Uttk 

945 Pfcat 


5!^ » 
7£T 1 

LEE n 
WH I 
CHE 3 
NOT n 
MID u 
SUN 3 
SOT i 
LEI o 

DER 0 


l-fiv 69 •!.! 

j W ' ll 
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Davis shows all 
his old spring 
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GREG WOOD 

reports from Punchestown 

The tipsters who add the com- 
mcnts to the Punchestown race- 
card are not ones to commit 
tftemseives too finnfy. “Running 
well enough” began the judge- 
ment on one of yesterday's 
runners, “however is not the 
force of old. Place possibilities." 
' In the same race, another run- 
ner was “a disappointing indi- 
vidual who cannot be ruled 
our", and soft went on. With all 
eventualities safety covered, 
they probably retired to the bar 
to enjoy a stress-free after- 
noon, and when it is Festival 
time at Punchestown, few 
would blame them. 

In its history and prestige, this 
meeting will never rival the 
original _ Festival at Cheltenham, 
but it still has several significant 
advantages. This is Cheltenham 
without the crush, the mess 
and the headlong dash towards 
disaster. It is an easy-going cel- 
ebration of National Hunt rac- 
ing, yet one at which the delight 
in a winning favourite or an ac- 


complished jumper is undj- 
nwnshed, and when a horse is 
bothat once, as Klairon Davis 
was in the big race yesterday, 
there is no finer place to be. 

Klairon Davis is so longer the 
phampjon two-mile chaser, hav- 
ing finished only fourth to 
Martha’s Son at Cheltenham, 
bat the arrival of spring always 
revives his spirits and this year 

RICHARD EDMONDSON - 
NAP: Pffca Creek 
(Epsom 3^*0) 

NB: SBver Groom 
(Epsom 235) 

b no exception. Arthur Moore's 
runner was soon ahead and fly- 
ing his fences, and for all that' 
he was giving 101b and more to 
six talented opponents, defeat 
was soon out of the question. 

"It’ll take a good one to low- 
er his colours at Cheltenham 
next year," Moore said after- 

towards^tbe^ QuetafMotber 
Champion Chase. “There’s 
nothing here at Christmas, so 
well probably start off in the 
Tingle Creek, and then bs3dup 
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STANLEY COOKER CHAMPION NOVKE HURDLE 
£29&D0 added 2m 4f Penalty Value OSJBOO 


21221* CU>NAfiAM(taEQueslRMraJHmtff*812a 
11-2112 LNER BffiD CG B F CtetM J A Beny 7 12 0 
0832-11 GLQE LAD n Q Coftty M J P Olhen 5 11 13 ; 
221111 m*BtoQUPMtStenB)AP0tMR51113- 
2111 ARDnmaGMRnttFMfpfytGRSUS. 
33-2113 BORO BOW U P W) P MffB 6 11 9 


-COt to y re 

_JPRurid 


jCFt 


lfF-176 USSHEPAmgCDunpaqiAPOtanSUS. 


J-PTieacy 

— T 


1124P5 SOUKT (USA] (Damn C Msco) D Nctaban (£8) 4 11 A ADmnf 

■ 8 Advid- 

BETTING: 4-6 btataiq. 9-2 Ctoaa^ra, 5-1 Ure tto Ppor, 61 Unw Bbd, 8-1 Sofctrt, 12-3 Bora 

Bow. 14-1 Oein Lad, 15-1 AnUn 

1996: CMWrtfcMer 7 12 0 T PTnacy 4-1 (P Mtfrei 13 on 


rapfcl HEH4EKEN GOLD CUP (HANDICAP CHASE) 
BB&fiOO 3m If Penalty VaJoe £37000 
9P-1115 CMWEnSJ{7SAan}AP0Baen 712Q 


U5-2S2 AMRl£SFBEDrilWMil<ntfALTMone7U12_ 
213-2M P*mm0feJttaffMaan)TMHtati61112. 


123-121 MMOMIESSW (Scan DwrrtyiW j&taS 118. 
U3HT Off QtnBA£KWfS0VmyeriJ]QX3xnrT115. 

U1-UU5 B0BBYJ0 (Ratal Bute) T CartHlY 7 11 2 

imu NOVMKCHIMNHR Fancies 7 111. 



1 
2 
3 
i 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

JO 812-811 BAtU9MCHEVAIHGB0<l7lreMwaws^idtaK}IAft«aan 7109 TPLmcy 

11 F3330F" STIKXLHDMEIMQUUsnpcDJ JMvpn7 109 : —KJotoreai 

12 4-46612 mTICIMVrattaSM0o0MHauffn6109 

13 131202 CAROLES CUSMOt Ms CStanttDGmUb (6816108 

14 313124 RWALROSf0»MSIwtei)APOtt*n6U>8 

15 5-3121P GENERAL POMBO Ws JKFterflT Geoff IG© 8 10 7 

16 6290 UJHD HUFF IL Owert LCaner 8 10 7 

17 34-1182 SHNBBimUMISPTntaBJRMler7107 

IB 73P34-1 nea0PratcrFteyi7Ftae»81fl7. 


4-11311 HMIEBOMMsb Heater ScoljlPHffvs 7 HO — 
U3-241F LNWITUP(MRCCWiBnmd)ALTMoare710IL 


jGBndqr 

IPMsCoy 
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jLPCtacfc 


-lliWwad- 

BE7WS; 9-2 Ambto Speedy, S-l Cortot. Papfcn, 8-1 Vtoodrite Ster, 161 Cretet Otusadw, 
12-1 Nojm. 14-1 Mhw 

1OT& Bdffot GUI 7 U 3 R Johnson M ID HU»isrt20an ' ' ' . 
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to Cheltenham." Forget minor 
diversions such as the Guineas, 
Derby and Arc, the next main 
event in the racing calendar is 
now just 11 months away. 

The 1998 Cheltenham Festi- 
val was also on the mind of Stan 
Clarke, who won (he Grand 
National with Lord Gyilene two 
weeks ago, and now has an ex- 
cellent hurdler to'look forward 
to as well Midnight Legend 
made his name as a handicap- 
perwith&llkfcig for Goodwood, 
but at the age oLsk- and still, 
- importantly for his future, with 
his reproductive system mtaa- 
he has found a calling as one of 
the year's best novice hurdlers. 

David Nicholson, Midnight 
Legend’s trainer, said after Ins 
comfortable success in . the 
Country Pride Champion 
Novices’ Hurdle, that he bad 
given four different sets of in- 
structions to RicbaidJohnson, 
the colt's jockey. “I told him 
jump off and bite, jump off and 
drop in, jump off upsides or do 
his own thing," Nicholson said, 
prompting the thought that if be 
ever gives up training, he could 
always write the comments in 
the Punchestown racecard 

EPSOM 
ZjO* SPENDER, who heal Apollo 
Red by 'f: length over 6i at Brighton 
last rinrm remains on a le qfenT 

ha ryfa-a p mart .trd nyiild follow up. 

SeOmrstpark Flyer and My Best 
Valentioe may prove the dangers. 

□CO 

H 23* CHAMPAGNE PREVCE, who 
probably bad too much use made 
of him early on when 7 lengths 
fourth to Gytnctack Premiere over 
lm 2f at Beverley last time, is fair- 
ly handicapped on his best fonn last 
season and could go close if ridden 
more patiently. Sharp Shuffle may 
pore most problems. 

□m 

3.10: PAUO SKY, who impressed 
when beating Running Stag by IV* 
lengths over lm 2f at Kempion last 
tune, should stay this trip. He is pre- 
ferred lo Papoa, 5 1 /* lengths third to 
Pelham in the Listed Easter Stakes 
over a mile on the same card but 
likely to be more effective over tbs 
longer trip, and Mister Pink 

OQQ 

34fc HAZARD A. GUESS, 2 lengths 
thirdtoAngus-Gmadeoint lm4f 
handscap at the Newmarket Craven 
meeting, remains on a fair handi- 
cap mark and should run another 
big race. White Plains and North- 
ern Son are -among the dangers. 



Clarke expects Midnight 
Legend to pursue one more 
campaign over hurdles, with the 
Champion Hurdle the obvious 
aim, before retiring to become 
that valuable stud , rarity, a 
jumping stallion with top-class 
form over obstacles. 

British punters do not need 
to cross the sea to enjoy the 


HYPERION’S 
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PUNCHESTOWN 
ZA* ISTABRAQ is hard to 
after his narrow win over Mighty 
Moss in the Royal SanAffisnof Hur- 
dle at Cheltenham, where Soldat, 
a flnhle-com pouion of the runner- 
up, was fifth of 17, 12 lengths be- 
hind the selection. He bas little 
chance of reversing piarings and the 
other British challenger, Ardrina, 
who would prefer easier ground, 
also seems to have little chance. 
Qebe Lad, a recent winner over this 
track and trip, may follow the se- 
lection home. 

oaa 

3.15: CAROLE'S CRUSADER, a 
p r o gre s sive novice chaser, has yet 
to reproduce his hurdles form over 
fences, but is well-weighted here. 
Ambfe Speerty may find this trip loo 
short after a nano*- defeat by Mu- 
dahkn in the Irish National (3m 5f), 
while Corket pulled too hard when 
fifth to Hanakham at Cheltenham 
and Noyan is unproven al this trip. 




HYPERION 

2-05 Spender (nb) 3A0 Hazard A Guess 

??« Champagne Prince AJD The Negotiator 

34.0 PAUO SKY (nap) 4-40 Proud Monk . 
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GOING: iiomt iGonrt ioF3m inphcen.vWKln*- peirtnm^errwifiag-3.4). 
STALLS: (if- huumIv; ma - Inridu. 

DRAW ADVANTAGES: IIW* far fit; Lw hum Tf to Idf. 

■ Ldl -hand cwusv, adao* ■»* nndntetaft. The suWght is the to ihe countiy. 

■ tvrtiw> b S nf i«iwn - 16m from Uw centre of London- Three refiwar oadoos tents 
ihe row*- Elm l trains twm Vkioro tnd Wafarioo) ^the 

iMnorui ami Tottenham t Chart og Qw * and Vlctorie}. ADMISSION: Members 

S 15 . )c u> Jh-yv-.ir-tikb 4 13); GramHoml A PoddodtilO; Lon*taVBiek*areS5 (ao- 
runuonlcd unUvt-lte. (rw nil enrfnnirw). CAB PARKs Pro©. . 

lJtAntNG TRAINERS WIXO KUNNKBS: IHrew- 16 wfanew Sony 1B3 nnnwm 
■taratviof fJ/JhiRhinRaMunHoail leretatabcof -SBB.OB; B Akobun- 1 1 win- 
nm. Til nmn>i>, JA.:t^ +SU.W J Beny -9 wiiwws, 38 nomas, 25^9», +S4J.4J; 
M JohaMUHi - 7 vnnncis. M nmnas. 30.4W. t&lD ^3. 

Leading JOCKETK: Pol. Eddery - I ■ wliww, JX1 runners, 184?%, -117.41; L D«*- 
tori - 10 wuuitis. <0 nmw.HJA -S I5.(W. T - lOwtmHS, IZJ mretas. 

n fAk 47 «i 7.1 s Sandorp - H wbinci#, H£l nainag. 23.1%, +S3&tf. 
a UNEHIUt P HR 5 T T1MB: None. WINNKES IN THE LASTSrsv as PATS: Now. 
LONG-DISTANCE BVNNE 8 S: ^ Tiler (SAB) hw b»«n«rt,2B4 maw by H Johreton ftoni 
MkhCdiani. North Vurb-lnn*. 


BLUE RIBAND TRIAL STAKES (CLASS B) £32^)00 
! added 3YD lm 4f lOydB Penalty Value £8^302 

1 12215-3 PAHA (25) Ml (RMe<t&£k 8 tXtD HKtand I BaUng^S 

2 31-1 MUDSWpgOEPlatfOJCufcpBO 

3 3036-10 astran«(8)iCW6UnradRjDta(cnHoidun810 

-3 ‘ 


J Ml 3 203 
MBUMyZ 95 
"* ‘ 1U5 


BQ7WS: 11-10 PaioSky, 5-4 Papn, 5-1 Mhtw PWt 

FonimnoE 

PAPUA arid Prtto SRy were both a* action at Kerepionrs Easter ttore wth Papga eon- 
ttsiir« the strar^riaoe- Ktoats a good race here wth Ram Shy entm«8a) anancas 
tt» more werastng'Mth the three nmnare txytng 12 ftotan^ lor the Ibst Ome. Paoua was 
n need the tut « terpton » R tree no surprise when he SrtshM th«t lo PaPam. He 
canbo wcactedtocoftwofi forthaLandhewasa(urendeafnotB.tMnnincaril9iiycam- 
petSne alter at Newmartcat and tharvfflth to Meuaaty in «w Racne Poa Tioptiy. Palo Sky 
batdad on atrongh to **« »mrtng Stag ovarian tbriongs at Kampren and nw anpnwe 
agara Mstar Rak a jua a hardy havScappar. Sotadkn PAPUA 


STANLEY RACING GREAT METROPOLITAN H’CAP 


;C4.;j 


r357v£l BANSTEAD HANDICAP (CLASS C) £&flOQ added! 

Penalty Watoe £5^46 l 


Penalty Wataa £5*446 

ROTGS 

< xiuj iv arcr miHrTPtf 031 tQQhg tAteamsl J 7 1Q0 -^.EflOUwartf B IB 

3 KUtWK TIER P4) (D) M»C 

I S d ££ ;g 

» 3210- WXtCHtWS Ftffi 068} (Pj i Bal e 4 S 6 RM— ,^599 

MM m eorwiunfrt mM ®'C 

FORM CUBE 

mat ptsWKon oS^ffmmm£ waSTaf £e**£. S2 

behind Krai to itrwh same son rfawnbareSrdtwwterelt 

giowri pienty o< p-^ ^ lad al Chaster last Juna. SdhuratpwH 

tewr after tho, r»;^h ^n SdV« tea uacK *aa« «it» NS Ma.SpaMar 
5**« bm“ 0° banfrvMbrm Apoio Red at Brtfttm 12 days 
teuMH t » CH tmm lteaB|«MUw i The D ^Snfi on Ms aWRar tack. WWow BMa. 
•99, » he f-m will Ot that was aternmonherfiretet- 

*w onVfour ***** SP*"*^ .IS^-ouid be on tna «v tack. so tewpid 

terete ««e Qootjer. She** he's more suited id BteHf terajffit 

b hndcvpod to teic tortwtfr w sOrmtee Ptec®. tort 
turn. Hy «m votertbw » jastoen ontha aS-weatherand 

Od«4w»4^ bCttOT^Ff’ a T0^ f, ^_^ Kld3v ^ SMacUow: TRER 

•nd»ba a tewlc rafci on tins fast pound. 

; sss ! 

-B amp anaa-aenow W« TO t egg* ■ * Prtr " •** A a " k 6 97 

t S3 

i3 


(CLASS C) ESDOO added lm 4f 10yds £5^10 

1 136000- WOtNOfWC (2M? (Xare^jlp's Ramgl \» tjig V ^i) a UMtan4 10 0 -J» Httgm 12 83 

2 4H32G «reOQUH«C19fl fCW ® bot P wWions USD Ca^tre 6912 Jl Brener 182 

3 0m«43 HAZN»ACammm(CoreuBoU])DNcMh79l2 PteBUeqilBtB 

4 122020- MURtn(lfiQin(’topeacntsPutesRaaneCU))WMB5910 1 Raid 5 35 

5 93251-6 MLNMN(U8M{mntePA'aMe) JVrea4 98 DB»787 

6 imo-l miEnABG(i^mi^e.HMUie)yPvH97 B turn® 10 75 

7 646004) tajOEWOH (USA) pa) PD) IBShoB) J iert«aBB7 SVUMMbU.75 

6 231030 WsarateR{25(4LBMortDn)4JCWs4 93 — WJ (TCocnor9 R4 

9 50821-0 WtnU(COJ(ltePWH»BiPHaB8493 ACte*U8S 

ID 4/10400- PteECREEJt(USSJP®41P)0W' en A® B fieftHBhiQsl IBtelrg4 93 -LMt«1368 
U 183604- PRICE KNEW flBW (Mra Anne BdfiB J CSJ 4 9 2 D tattoos 78 

12 001120- RBSPORT MW U94? trthotunAAatiaO A J treed R Aletua 6 9 2 T Mat 2 <3 

13 223201/ CUADWIStAND[2S9{U)(8HVtaEldCMan991 BDojW4S 

14 34-66CO QB9BtEPMSMGEP9)tAJAdmt9KOftlMi6812. DtoaOMilfiBn 

. 15 022-214 BBBt%»»raia2)WtACatal»TJI*a#«Bi4810 DHflMdl496 

15 36900-1 N0RnfiW9fllC25) Ms Stajrw* Mreydew) T W& 3 8 9 R Mao IS 77 

17 41405-6- m3ZBtSEAps^(2S)(J?ieDa&fWtiml(iBvg*Q3S / Wearer Sfl9 

18 332508 5WBW DMtCBt (251 (I)k Ldereaha Pavtawi 8 Don 5 B 3 lft*«19 92 

19 006602 OUtSONED WBC0ME {50) J ifeynafl >4 5 T 10 C P b* b1 17 86 

-tttaWmt- 

UWrwm tape Ttt lDb. Tam nateap *e&e Ouaajrt tatwne7aab. 

BEnteB 41Hnta A GMSS, 7-ltttb Ptalns, 8-1 PtaOeek, 10-ltatautSoo, tawvt MBA 
(MB Ham, Stated tow, 141 Artie Cooler, VMteo. Ctetare Ured, 1S-1 Aomb Son. 
WdR*a,Urtete Satft, 20-1 otare 

FORM GUIDE 

SWUNG DANCSi wen Oft Iter second sort taet season Ittead-heaed wth BaMieta) at 
MBndaor and SteMta 3ie good fcr a repeat Wtar a decant showing at Hampton ewer East- 
er. Hazard A Guaw, last year's Rosebery winner, returned to Kempion for a repeat tad, 
but managed only fourth to Ron**. Ha was then tned oner todays fonga- tup at Newmaiha 
tat weak and htt thW there to Antes4i nsgeos na can male the frame. Vftilta PUins 
lores tat ewsxJ, out has aomahreg in pro* at this tesance after ho Not&n^anwat 
■Rom AbsoUe lystumw* orer tat hston&- Newport KniRte win twee at Windsor tat sea- 
son and tag Atehunrt is bound » haw Wm ready tor he Sot atette the season. Wire 
C rea k wen a ipafoan tat tana up tat year so trap WycoUdSgre today now she Bftren 
aRBin. Norttare Son won orer nine firtonga a KBreptorfs EasarfeOure. The son of Cnamter 
m&n ne9 fcnprowliathar, but foday* «»a three ftefongs B a worry. Onem Hares 6 a 
dual Equttreck rentier who also won at Windsor last year. He can be gMSn a dance with 
hts.twf raeng beat* wear. Saiectian: SHNNG DANCER 

SFfONB MKHNB MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5JD00 added 
lm lMyds Penalty VUua £3£32 
05- SMW1B4V P52J (AJ Rtftanfc} KCmwtfwo&WrT 6 9 10 IWaarS 


4wlD 


0 V«3a»BUJN(USAHl3)PtWR)saaolCHo®n4 9lfl. 
RRACWUS HP (US«J Otorwn « PM f*e IM IJWW4 9 5 . 

00- HOIEfSHM(2S2)(faty Cooped D Bench D m5 9 5 

03 819tat23)(rvPaffiwcdtolR«ah«g389 

0- SPCmiplq lKMC*atf CCyas3B9 


JMEMeiy2 

AMtaonaB 

IBCU8 

JQbtal 

AHta4 


35506-. 8UPmjWDDaUKDpS)(AGIlOPIGLUOore38B: 


2 !WIB0mn»R^(1teltadar^nlcatt)MtaBcnBa38B. 

0- HUIQIRR0IUMZ(UqLRE0AJnL384 — 

55 4E*m£SWKI23)iaiMteltaSM0Iteeden384. 


__KR*»3 
—A 08* ID 
_DHolaaS9 
JLUW7 


BEmttC: 24. (On**, 3-1 
Btea, 14-1 Sprata, IM. 



Aed o—ad. 44. Seatlfo ■»*% HTha Nnc4iNnr . 134. Wetar 
RgaaacB,204.M&ea 
FOWaUDE 

unNABires beatan Jtsta head and the same at thbdio Soathmots Clear On Ws return 
at Hampton; One who n« e ppiwaasa Ihe stap up lo tnp B Tba fl e flnrtt i tnr . a nawtnfron 
seconl ® Mws) 8» m the other dmaon 0* that seren-fcalong tonoon mawn on 
Ws debut. Statue Gwtoa IMtd encouraflemepi on Ns return behind Snge Empre 

orer lltetanci cn ths ttempton cam Gtrep^ And Oonaod. who tfroredfeir a *gra» 
two. b much mebtetol the other*. SefcteloiE UTiNAB 

I A A n I WRREN LWBTED STAKES (CLASS E) £5,000 atWed 
lm 114vds Penalty Vatoe £3^91 
OU104 KHBCMP n ffber M fete* taMotH i V 1 Mi 810 O-AHdtePy |7) 2 V 

12600* BNJICEOFPCreffl{12)(C)lWnW<ey)SO».598_ J _SSted«tU 

«w«0 tree aweffl < 54 g}n I QstaT Mfc 4 9 8-—- ^r w »3 

X Metis 


60084 !WSirait€HmMi60aO W_WB«Bte S9a^— ^ 
206X41- ■KWWmaES(M9JWB4*toPB»resnteW>UT«r598. 

305400 PROOTMOt«P^WHe*rt0L»»a*B4g8 

52-2333 a»triBBl»3)M£IMBMeilB0iieylO9a 

306403 UHtnSIEteJJIWnAntAiMCWWfc^f* 3 

006-1 M)CHMMPIMei|UaiUWlMNCaMsn389 

0040. 'BSHIYHD(UT)lEBcPeryiPV6t»yn3BT. 


JUfttfasUV 

JtFtata98 

_*JW»23 
_JWE*toy6 
_JReU7 


iy U IT** nMMI iUJLia»ni jn wvi ■* P ■ 

U 04-1532 HBrcnwCE(I2){Bf}0VtalHto»8knaBttU9htaag)385 — BDsjNXI 

12 WM6 HOHHMR015»J»a)FAttortUBfl3B4 RMrOendSl 

13 040- UOMtBnr(2291»teAinJBhiSiAJaMS384 _DHo8end4 

14 2UD58- RUtaUgM»d6aiOwa<terCLnNffta»»i384 OnONefilS 

-lttebnd- 

B£riMte34Brfreca OTPrerer, 4-lPmitotagtemr. 9-2 &stCbaaee, 5-lPnui Hse, 61 Ra»- 
ba*tk*», 7-1 StacMp Hm With Bta, MM. Heh Ryer. lw Itacw, im oftw 

PORMOJSE' 

PURCHASING POWER s bPBnednR: account m ^ HHitditm maiden wdh a clear-cut sue- 
cw trem Stto N Go Mr a sntaar blp to totter*, fw Ctmoe was beaten pot a 9hon 
Mad by Scalar at Brighton reaniaad67,l»vfogaSoacqu«edheiseif»e*a»Ncttr«- 
ham on far return to turt. Rvabortourt and RVuy Hrt Jufttae tam suffiestthey wtf 
rw be our cstnelr depth btttweofTfoo®. Satactta PURCHASING POWER 


Punchestown experience to- 
day, since the two most valuable 
races on the card have been 
spliced into Channel 4 ’s cover- 
age from Epsom. The Stanley 
Cooker Champion Novices’ 
Hurdle will probably be little 
more than a lap of honour for 
Istabraq, who made a great 
many Irish people very happy 


when winning the Royal SunAl- 
liance Hurdle at Cheltenham, 
though anyone looking to buy 
money at odds-on should pon- 
der on what that supreme effort 
may have taken out of him. 

The Heineken Gold Cup is 
for more competitive, with three 
British runners, Noyan, Carole’s 
Crusader and General Pongo, 


V.T ■‘fi- — — 
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HYPERION 

2JD0 Keen To Please Z30 Hopefully &OO Suro- 
mertull Special a30 Ivan Luis 4j00 Brutal Fan- 
tasy 4^0 Flour bhing Way SXMJ Only Josh 


GOING: Good 10 FVm (Good in ptact, watering), 

STALLS: 6f- ootahta; rettafarfar - tnsMc. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for 5f. when stalls far side. 

■ LefLhand coarse, anduiating and sharp. Not suilahlr for the 
kww-fire&is harac. 

■ CooE>cisMWoruwmonA0136.DwBngirmstaiPii lire -bus 
service to come. ADMISSION: CtubS! I iTattersafkiT; Course 
&2J50 (under life free btto all eWtaurcsL CAR PARK: Reserved 
area 52, nanatndcr Free. 

BUNKERED FUST HUB: 6ol*y 12.00). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Jobayre (2.00) won 
al Riprjn on Ttrarsday. 

LONG-D1SEANC3 RUNNERS; Ttor White 268>mta 

by T VliBs bom lleadby, Surrey. 


HONDEGHEM STAKES (CLASS Q £30/300 
added 3YD Un 4f 

1 21 t«mM{KSIR4L((^(219)M70nOTn93 — MMll 

2 562133- MMIURSmP8quBri93 ■ Roberts 2 

3 33-1 WIHWl{US4){39BHte93 RMb3 

-Sdretecd- 

BETTWfc nere Wtak. U* baa Us, M MpR teaetrel 

| r n 7i | DRAGON TROOP HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
I *** UU I £4^00 added 3Y0 5f 

00-1511 BRUnLRMRSr0mtBJLE|re97 RUppbiB 

536604 MS7 S3 OOa. (5) (D) P &ons 9 5 JFE0H5 

21501-5 RAUmOTE{34)(D).19aiy94 JFortreetO 


434-0 JEDtXMGHT(34MWEa5fe<W90. 
656324 TEW W»*K (77) P))T VSR B 13 
2306 SYLVAN DANCER C18G) C Vto 8 12 
646320 SOW <23)70 Fbrm 8 3. 



200 


R0WU. ARTR1£RY APPRENTICE LMTED 
STAKES (CLASS G) £2^75 added Sf 


806611 JOttWK)(«)(C)JGoae49U. 
(&520R- AQUADO|228)DStw895, 

6t 5404 BOOT 05KD) staff 4 95. 


.JMe4uteyp)12 
-DDateyRMB 

. _ i»iv 

000060 GRAND CHAFEAli (Dl DMdtCtS 59 5JBnWrech {3)9 

234003- MXKDSDtI5qnCVIU495 9Oata(5)10 

09006 UXHON(15i|CO| WsNM3catay695 — CTeffellB 

300056 MUESBE[230| UaR)nWMre59S P Fereay 2 

203D48 im4SBmSCmmR8artntS95-GM0HP)3 
060650 BOLIW DOROtHY{2R) (QTtaWtiy 492 R Kata 4 

10 302063 UBSanrm MBS M 492 GRataerS 

11 06006 SEXY HJCW<217) A Sr»9r3S8 ClrwtbreP) 7 

12 634006 CMLLB>WME[337)GKely385 GPartSoB 

13 103420 KEBt TP PLEASE p3) (BF) Denp Srrttfi 3 B 5 D 9 wey B 

14 4250 9CFWMf AHMT0SJ AJbire365 CCraRIS. 

-Ml 


232460 (Si ROMANCE tZ7)DerysSnto 80 LCb*raock3 

420302 IBB0U6E PRMCESS {124) RVtWafcf 7 12 -D)Mfft9 
10 202345- IN(EB l SSURPRteE{15B)(D)JBtoite710-NCatale8 
-XOtataad- 

ttvnm waffle 7u MBs. T/ue tor&av w&K Tetert Supriso 7st DBi 
BSTWfc 150 teatal Fsita^. 4-1 lew Mtta, 61 Meamnw Pttaceaa, 
7-1 BaBynota, 61 Itaafs Sonata, 161 M thanuca, Soda, Were 
Eea GM. 12-1 M Kafft 14-1 9yhre Drecar 


4.30 


BETHM: 7-2 Jotoym, 61 Beta Dorcthfc 61 Bread Ctepare, H Bare 
To Phase, 131 hot's Dead. 7-lJ«en«y, 161 Bidty, 12-1 lodian.NMas' 
tee, 161 Atuada, I1*± Al THmk, SUppy Vta A tat, 261 oteais 
FRAGGLES SELLUG STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2yB75 added 2VD 5f 


SANNAS POST MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £4^00 added 3YO 7f 

65 COUMnBUIY|329jGm»BO 6 tad 2 

33 MNOIRAB^(lS)(Bf)JVtaBs90, 

06 KBMDMttR(muB*90 
6 QUAKtHtSDtfFP£5)CVfol90 
003320 SELECT CHOKE (15) A JBnfe 9 1< 

3 SHARP TaffBt (28) ff) 9 Hfc9 0 
022- FUXJRBHW6 WW (217) R Oafon 8 9_, 

40 WBtyR£SreC7H)<B)ABBfey89. 

6 SWEET NOTE (21J Ms5LPenrtl89 A 

3 TABASCO 1AZZ [27) B Meefon 8 9 H Roberts 7 

-10 


2-30 


BETTWO: 13-8 Rotatotag Way, 4-1 Strep teaper. 62 Ctap a l te M y . 
6lHoataata. 617tocota^ MSetafOta*. M QaaitaaUB, 
161 H»Jy H e re ac tai, Baan tteaw, 361 Swat Note 



JCa 


4 

o»7 

3 


.£Paridn(5)5 

IF EDM 8 

R Mel 

J RataaS 


jBMMd2 


1 0 tiETSOBCST (14) ftata Thompson 8 11. 

2 CHWDAreACapUWteai86 

3 0 CObteAlfYS BAUBLE (IS) BEfaff 88 — 

4 HASH [TOR M W EBOBty 8 6 

5 0 BSRWA(23)PBbb8B 

8 . -43 HOPtHHy(L9WCwro)86 

7 MABMIEVPtatotSB 

8. 0 SUWSHNE PET (2 7) J J ONM 8 6 

BRNO; IM ItopaW*, 7-2 Maadtoy, 61 dtafo 13-2 V*ft DcceB, 61 
Sreteto Pet, 161 M IPOr, 12-1 CtrettaW, 161 Coapreyt tartda 

•ww WITH THE TOTF HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £5000 added lm 4f 

1 12-40*1 MAWU.C21) (D) M*sLPertre5 1D0 NtaM*6B 

2 302146 1ESSAJ0E(ri9)(a4UCancdn5912 L Change* S 

30364-2 PWUSIARWJBwttOB RCoctanelB 

143ia- COOLUaC(72B)FMupnr8B6 iFwta«10 


5j00 


[3JOO] 


ULUBULERO HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4y025 added 3YD7T 

530US WDaray»mnC»TDBata97.Vtataite*W{I)12 
000260 SMCKEYHtOHCAPinr{i3)JJ(niei93_JGIWBaU7 

62063-1 PI* STIL HBtt El) J Barry 9 2 TEItecM(5)8 

61 BRMEBNDY(20)MHeaB3tvaB91 SDatoe9 

51B6DO BtRDn0te9DBwtaed791 LaeraodiS 

0032 CATO»ICARPAinS|SDJL^re90 TWtatalB 

02000 RJUOP9 (18) Ms U RMfey S 0 ACffMal? 


3*1426 BAUPOKTCtmifi 
tp2)J& 

E(«|F 

222506- DAM (174(01) J BaRCl 4 92 
0VO0CC SHBtnrtl4)5ltotael5eO 

0001-21 n— Til -nTTIflUmilT 
400644 HA5TMAVt5n(at(CD|MW 



901 

7712JFRDB4B 
10 601066 n8HREU)RZZ(lSnCFaktUS57il P Doe (7) 2 


5-46510 AB5IIVEQUSN (2^ (CO) P Bob 8 11 — IF^taUB 
300605 D0CHAIDSCAitnAflE(12}NTrtte811JICaehaM8V 

10 420800 RUM LAD (1S)J (ten 6 11 GRaddaRl 

11 0066 MUSCKWU (217) 8 KSs 8 9 M WelS 

12 4030 0MJ JOSH (23) MB Iterate) 8 5 Itetae2 

13 GOO WHVSlWIMAUa2)5tWarB85 Flyedi (3) 13 

14 840660 TOMPIAD0EYR2JRBbbtwiB 3 Detotenrea 

15 212550 aiU4*r(i41Jteta733 IBremH(G}10 

15 681 BS»(lW5r[WD»lio0s733 tenaWtodeiS* 

17 066000 JtMU.J0N(12) BBaff 710_— lteraaMaMi(3)14 

-17 


BErtMO: 7-2 SmertB StrtCte, 4-1 PUWw. 11-2 Mantel 6L Data. 
Sterqr, 7-lHaata U VMa, lMTtesffa, MBMpeH, 14-1 feat IMe, 
ls-lHVtaktFta 


Mninkn »e&t c 7a IObl True handcap aeffc Joyftl Joy 7a 3b. 
BEntNfc »4 DocMndaCtataA lS^&reqrest, 7-1 fmSta Ha«fo 61 
AtetaaQaeM, Biare Eawy. Daly tab, 61 Captain Catparta, UKLToa 
Ptaddey, la DotaVte. 12-1 Beat Brian Mareataa, 14-1 Adtopep.Smoi«y 
teat CBpta. ten ta* 261 et&en 


3-50 


HYPERION 

230 PenUands Flyer Z50 The Stuffed Puffin 3i20 
Chopwefl Curtains 3L50 Durano 4^0 Nfebolas 
Plart ASO OW Habits 520 The Road West 


BALUTHE HOUSE HOTEL HW HURDLE 
(CLASS D) BSJDOO added 2nt llOyds 

262111 STASH T* CASH (W TO 12 0_.JttariUy 

121213 StnKDM(159iCD)MHMiMre611BJItarectel7) 

12FT35 BADANPOUR (0) J H Johnscr 5 11 7 ASSata 

6802-30 AMAH (U5A) (U) P «bOE 5 11 6 B 


GOING: Ocod, 

■ RtteK-hand coarse with stap tnma. Rod- I n 280yds, 

■ Ctreraa is m Seone Palace Parte, 4m N of town on AB3. Buses 
Than Firtii tz£iim {.sETTiry frorn DuTxJee) Tni. ADMLSSIOhf: A*en> 
be» S 1 3; TWMsssdh« & Paddock 57 lOAP* ft dtaUed S-l); Course 
SC. CAB P A RK: 15 (Ptadc area for up u> four arhilta), res far. 
BMj BBRB PHKT HMD taariagStetogJPL WINNERS Jf 
THE LAST SEVEN DATS: CbopereB Curethw (3420) won s 
Ayr on Friday. LONG-W8TANCB RUNNERS: Father O’Brien 
(450) rent 48amDea tor JPouRon fttrni Lewea. E Suuncn. 

MOET&OMMXMMACDI HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (DIV I) £2^00 added 2m 4f HOyafc 


1 444/4UP CORPORAL 8BBMD00 (79 HtBfnaP'7117 


250] 


0 U»PXr(SaMreMfcHten6U7. 

CCBSS0 mautte (»? POataraff 7117. 

3S04IB KMnANDSH.YBt(U)JHJDtramGll 7. 

CWPFS> PftWCE BMZASAR (30) H BytnS 8 11 7 — 

6-6 BWME SMBIU3 6 Rfcfnra B 12 7 . 

0 RAMBLMG RAJAH (39) Us S tadtune 5 11 7. 

IAHBra*uae(7) 

(H) RED H0TtfteCE(23) Ml JJod3n611 7 — LMetatt (7) 

0PfW2 SAXON MEM) 33) P HoM* 7 11 7 GfonaayB 

3050 DBjaKteMBte^RIMnGllS MBtaley 

OP GU£HXNrC124|0Umb6112 Jfltaa 



1 
2 

3 

4 

5 212® 4IMB78WW(2g W7MJetaOT6J16^CafctenB» 

6 021312 DURANO )**) (B) T Eaaerty 6 U B LWjer 
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Tearaway King (left) clears a bank on the way to victory at Pimchestown yesterday Photograph: Julian Herbert/Allsport 


among the 18-strong field. The 
favourite, though, is likely to be 
Amble Speedy, who appeared 
to win the Irish Grand Nation- 
al by the thick end of iwo 
lengths last time ouL only for 
the photo-finish camera to 
prove Mudahim the victor. As 
the racecard might pul it, he has 
prospects. 
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RESULTS 


PONTEFRACT 

2J& 3L MANOLD (P Bradey) 64 rw; 2. 
MMe Shrew 4-1; XHaurellM Hawk 20-1. 
9 ran. Adi, 2‘A JJ Berry. CuMmaml Totw 
£2.60; £120. 1X80. £5.10- EP. C&10-CSF: 
£10 Incase £130.60. Tna £120.70. 

2J50: X WILL YOU DANCC (Pa. Eddery? 
168 t*r; 2 .Ztaari 61 : 3. hi Qmstion 61. 
linn . •h li t) Dadop. tvMQ. Imb £250: 
£130. £2.40. £200. OF: £630. CSf: 
£15.67. Tna £730. 

330: 1 STANDOWN (K Dreteyt 64 tain 
X Dasl*« Drewre 14-1 X FMatrem 61 
12 ran. 1, 1 (J Berry. Cocterhan). Tote 
£3.50; £130. £430, £1.70. OF: £4730. 
CSF: £34.47. Trto: £1930. 

330: 1 STANTON HMtCOURT (Pat Ed- 
ttey) 2-1 n-toir. 2. SBy BtofmartMr 61 X 
RDhMM note 2-1 Jt-tov. Srere 'A. Ml U Dun- 
lop. AnrdeD. Tote £290; £160. £130. OF: 
£6.70. CSF: £1231 

420: 1 ANOTHER 1ME iD Btg^) 7-1 
2. CouHsidp 6-4 tav; 3. Porast Robin 61. 
9 ran. 1 5. tS Woods. NewmarteO. Tote 
£830; £236 £140. £3.00. DF: £830. CSF: 
£1637. TncasC £8232. Tna £36.90. 

430: 1 GREAT ORATION (N Canrenon) 
161 2. SMfley Sae U-4 lav. 3. Ona- 
founwvMi 7-2. 9 rare Nh. nk. IF Watson. 
SadtaAGHD. Tote £1030; £130. £150. 
£2.10. DF: £18.90. CSF: £56.65. TncasC 
£17746. Tno: £1730. 

530: 1 ROSY OUTUOK V. DenoD 4-1 
2. Stout Mlracia 7-4 by; X Tajrafaah 61 
S ran. Hd. IV*. fl Batdnfc Kaffdeict.Tote 
£340: £2X0. £110. £110. *Q3a CSF: 
£lCL4a After a sawards' intprty. pOcrrg; uiv 
alteretL 

1 £10.50. Qudpoto £6.10. 
r 0e £124a Ha** 5: £733. 


FOLKESTONE 

230: 1 BARBA PAM (R raeneW 7^ tor. 
2. Points Fina 10-1; XUrtma 7-2. Una. 
7. stn-ftd. (L Cumsni, NewraorifflO. Tote 
£240; £130. £3.90. CLGO. OF: £1830. 
CSF: £2008. IriK £2030. 

230: 1 VE1DRY TEAM (R ttffCS) 61 
tav; Z Mairtcats 61 S. ApoBo Rad 62. 9 
ran. 1 1. (G Balding, tynkO- Tote £430: 
£160, £230. £110. DF: £1120. CSF: 
£2160. Tna £24.70. Mb Whta Settler. 

330: 1 LASHAM (S Duns) 61 2. MM* 
Scooter 4-1 1 Summon l refir 261 9 
no. 11-10 lav Sea bnp. 3, sN-bd. (N 
CaAffsn. N 0 wrari«).Tate £13.70: £410. 
£15 ft £8.10. OF: COSO. CSF: £3835. 7na 
£152.10. 

330: 1 PffPIATT (S Santas) 10-1 Z 
Jobn Earn 11-10 tar, 3. Prtnca Zjredo 11-1 
10 ran. l'A. 3‘A. (R AheftwsL Epsom). Tote 
£1030; £240, £120. £1-50. DP. £1230. 
CSF: £2123. Tna £19.90. 

430: 1 PARADSE NAVY <R Hu0«S) 2-1 
tac Z SbMer WMbW 62 3- crew M0t» 
41 9 raa ml lVs (C Effnoa Ctw«ew«W. 
Tote £220; £130. £240. £170. DF: £630. 
CSF: £10.43. TffcaSC £3034. TrkK £560. 

430: i Rtsau staucr pan Edday) u-4 
lav; 2. Chrenraod Jack 161 3. AL 
■tartatren 4>l n ran. Vi. iy k (C Horton, 
Wotangnan). Tote: £430: £130, £230, 
£2.10. DF: £3346 CSF: £3038. Trtcast 
£102.09. Tree £17.00, Mb Yet Agsm. 

5.00: 1 PMCHMCHA (N Day) 61 2. A6 
ctonado 13-1 3- Ph*o«o gtri c 64 lav. S4 
ran. lVi 1‘A. (D Moms. Newmartet). Tote 
£13.70; £3-56 £3.90. £1.70. DF; £2830. 
CSR £5839. Tncasc £13834. Tno: £132.70. 
NR; wen Ftaon. 

Jackpot £23.54730. 

Ptecapob £39-90. Qoadpot: £14.80. 
Place 6: £13.75. Piece 5: £12.61 

CHEPSTOW 

240: 1PIANA p Hoteyl 3-1 2, Nredfo 
Vafley 13-8 tac 3. Golden Dram 12-1 5 
ran. HV<- (R A inert. Tote £430; £230. 
£110. DF: £330. CSF: £734. 

313c 1 MRS EM (L CwnmtaA 1-7 tav; 
2. Sevrin Jacrine 613. Nrt tMAqr 61 4 
rae. 4. 19. (P Nretxrtsi. TMre £110. DF: 
£180. CSF: £215. 

3.40: 1 GLEN Ft HN PRINCESS (W 
Manan) 62: 2. Freen Drop 10630; 3. Nl 
For LacH 2-1 ta. * ran. Y*. 6. (P Bowen). 
Tate £2.50. DR £4.50. CSF: £937. NR: For- 
tunes Course. 

4HklASHWELLBCY(W Mason) 11-8 
for. 2. Prtctwe* 6-4; 3. Bta*r Cattle 161. 
4 ran. IV:. 2. <P Hobos), fate £230. DF: 
£190. CSF: £3.66. 

440: i FWAL PRDDE Ota* P Jones) 2-1 
tav: 2. ta MMbraeH 61 3. Boarean 61. 
IX rmn. 15. R (Mre C Haam). Tote £3.90; 
£120. £220. £170?DF: £630. CSF: 
£6.76. Trta £410. NR: Sea Patrol. 

&lft 1 COOTOT7Y LOVER (A P McCayJ 
AS tav; 2. tana Of Ore fatter 5-4; 3. Don't 
MM If I Do 141 5 ran. Y., 11 (M Pipe), 
fate £160; £120. £110. DF: £110. CSF: 
f.i «w 

Ptaoepte £2320. Qnadpae £8-70. 

Piece & £12 . 71 Raoe St £775. 

■ Michael Kinane will not know 
until nen week whether be wiD be 
free to take over from Whiter 
Swinburn on Entrepreneur, 
favourite for the 2,000 Guineas. 
Michael Stoule offered Kinane 
the mount on the colt following 
S win bum’s announcement that he 

is to take a sabbaticaL His avail- 
ability hinges on the participation 
of Dermot Weld's Donee Design, 

at die Curragh the same day. 

■51eepytiine,4-l favourite far the 
1.000 Guineas with Coral was 

left in (he 2.000 Guineas at yes- 
terday’s acceptance stage. “Tve 
made no demion about which race 
she w01 contest," Henry Cecfl, 
her trainer, said 
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FOOTBALL: Expectarit Old Traffortf awaits what 



r - x:r..-Z?A 



lift United 


S ir Matt Busby would 
have smiled at the para- 
dox of it aH When Alex 
Ffciguson raDed against the 
Premier^up for refusing Man- 
chester United extra tune to 
complete their season, a neat 
historic twist was being played 
out. 

It was an act of defiance 
when Busby took United into 
the European Cup of 1956-57, 
the action of an unbending 
roan who saw the dub’s destiny 
on the Continent. The Football 
League, which bad stopped 
Chelsea entering the year be- 
fore, was implacably opposed. 
The grounds for its objec- 
tions? It feared United might 
be unable to fulfill their do- 
mestic fixtures with the burden 

of extra matches. . 

Old Trafford and Europe 
were intertwined from that 
moment, inextricably so when, 
17 months after iheir first 
match, against Anderlecht of 


Belgium, Busby's team died ion 
the rmftrayof Mtrafcfc Airport 
Tragedy had pushed Europe 
sMJtliefolklcffeoftheclnbrar 
more ftnnljr than any number 
of trophies, could. Since then 
any fixture against Continen- 
tal opposition has carried un- 
dertones of February 6, 1958. 

Which is not to say that tri- 
umph has not risen above the ■ 
memory of Munich, most no- 
tably the European Cup win of 
1968. 

The greatest of them all 
was the 5-1 destruction of Bert 
fica in the* Stadium .of Light, a 
place where' the Portuguese 
champions had never been 
beaten in Ecorope before - but 
Old Trafford, too, has played 
host tomatches laced with the 
extraordinary. - 

These arefour nights to re^ 
member, from the 1950s, 60s, 
70s and 80s. As for the 90s, 
Borussia Dortmund tonight 
would do nicely... 



United players celebrate Bryan Robson's first ofrtwo j£oalsagaInst Barcelona in a l ^ Cu^y nners^ffop quarterflnal 


Photograph: Ansport 


THE 


European Cop semi-final 
first leg (8 May; 2958): 
Manchester United 2 Milan 
1 {United lost 5-2 on aggre- 
gfltel 

Eight players died at Mu- 
nich And two others never 
played again, so it wasa des- 
perately weakened team 
dial appeared in the first 
match in Einope after the 
tragedy, one that was fur- 
ther handicapped by Eng- 
land's insensitive decision to 
take Bobby Charlton, on a 
pre-Wbrld Cup (our. 

"tears but little hope ac- 
companied the red shirts on 
to the field five days after 
they had lost the Ift. Cup fi- 
nal, and things looked even 
more gloomy when Milan 
took the lead after 24 min- 
utes. United were being 
rai ragged.- 

Then. fivetatfltrt&f fitfin 
half-time, the presentcoarfi 


THE SIXTIES 


THE SEVENTIES 


THE EIGHTIES 


of die Italian national team, 
Cesare Maldmf, misplaced . 
a back-pass and Dermis Vi- 
ollet changed the mood , 
with an equaliser. United 
tore it Milan, Brhie Tfryksr 
scoring the winner from 
the penalty spot 11 min utes 
from time after Vioflet had 
been fooled by MaldinL “I 
have never seen, A crowd Set . 
alight with a flame of victory 
as this," Ifertnce Elliott 
wrote in the tidily Express. 

The second teg six days 
lacta p r ov ed how shallow the 
weDofsyinpHttycanbe.Tbe 
Italian crowd- pelted the 
United phg^rs wi t h ve^tar 
bles as they took the field 
add Milan, mindful of then- 
treatment at Old Trafford, 
got their revenge. *Xost of 
us were^ad to escape with 
&-4-G jbefitAT BSt Fbutioesv 
recalled. u Ws had run out of 
emotional steam,'* ' 


European Cup quarter-fi- 
nal first leg (2 February, 
1966); Manchester United 
3 Benfica 2- (United won 
8-3 oh aggregate). . 

: Hying to describe every- 
thing that happened in this 
match. Doe reporter wrote, 
would be "like trying to re- 
member an evening with 
Oscar Wide, so manywere 
the shafts of wit and poet- 

rT- 

This was the Manchester 
United side that most peo- 
ple regard as Busby’s best 
after Munich. Bobby Chari- 
ton was In his pomp, Denis 
Law was not suffering from 
the. injuries that would 
force Ins withdrawal from 
the European Cup winning 
team two years hater, and 
George Best was just be- 
ginning to addmatatity to 
his prodigious talent' 

Benfica, too, were multi- 


gifted, pravkfing tirebnlkof 
the Portuguese national . 
team who would reach the 
semi-finals, of the World 
Cup five months later, Most 
of all, they had Eusebio, a 
player then regarded as _ 
second onljrto ftle. • 

Eusebio, languid looking 

bOtteoT Benfica’s goals, 
putting them 1-0 ahead an 
the half hour and reducing 
United’s advantage after 
- David Herdi Lav? : and 
Foulkes had given 'the 
. home team a 3-1 lead- . Unit- 
ed also hit the bar twice 
while Eusebio crashed a -' 
shot just wide in the closing 
seconds. 

A frantic, thrilling match . 
that apparently left United 
with mile hope for the re;- 
% twuxBestwould change mil:, 
that with an extraordinary 
second leg... . 



Amidawhstof great 
matdtr^aplac^sfcouldbe 
found for $oriofcs failure, 
and .few were ^ wortby of 
mention as tins! Porfo ar- 
rivedhmi^ititearLJld'Iraf-- 
fbiri, fortified with a 4-0- 
lead,apd feft fta dishevelled 
mess,fbrtunateto reachthe 
third round. . 

. In the first leg a 
f coward Called iDuda had 
tortured the : United deny 
fence; scriringah&4ridc in 
54 minutes,* white Jimmy 
Nicholl twice had to dear 
off thfc .te “KS going to be. 
harid, very hind.” DaveSex-. 

sakt*i>utlreforetobfelteve 
ft'simpossible/’ ■> - 


, Sexton 1 would late^bei 
dismissed forbemghx>ea^ 
tious,but therewasirtde in- 
hibition in- the' frame 
where United 

the '.wi pfraiM B Jrnrf 

adriewed.it "' 
gave them "the lead _____ 
eig£t mahifes arid,- even 
. though T Bortci , equalised: 
stibn afterwardi they con- \ 



tors,going ahead* 4-1. 

. : Two more, fr^ frt^mid V 

; with the pbttodefimceiaa’ 

, terabtestatb aiwthh^cd^dl: 
: have fianp&ted until Sea- * 
} mho CTcted all fropfe wfth'a; 

- dtibblepast MartrtiBttdiau. 
and Arthur Albistob m the '“. 

- &4th mimrt e: Unked wire 
not finished, Stuart Pearson ' 

: forcing Murca into hisrseo^ ■ 
ond own goal of foe game. 

caugbf-ci 


Fjre pean C^Wnmers’ 
Grip qnarter-final second 

4«g(21 Mard»; 1984): Maa 
Chester Umted3Barcelona 
0 (United v^3-2m_aggrer ) 

&&), /> j -V,, 

v - Thjfs disp^ywas -de- 
scribed byRdnAllririsoa as v 
the finest by a United sidei 
white' lie Was manager.: 
Dowh 2-0 from the firstlisg 
-'aganjsf: a Baurtelpna side 
•that mduderi Diego Mara- 
dona and Begad Schuster, 
Umteri appeared to-have 
'effity foe lucky puncher*^ 

1 ti^tce, with the proviso 
Ihat 'the slugger tiOTally^ 
teases himself open to. 


,tS^at hadbeen buried in 
Jtesdebriaof a disappptnt-; 
mgfirstleg was thaUfryah 
Robson had squandered- 

m ■ 


away. ^daJ%T Pearson said.; . if. others did. riflV^J felt 


* re^iohsifcfle for the defeat,” 
'he said. games are all 

about puttingthe ball into 
TfreneL"-> 

: Robson played like a 
man possessed at Old Traf- 
'jfmri, -imposing, his pres- 
ence; 'on Schuster while 
Rfcmi Mdses man-marked 
Maradonaand RayWilkins 
had One of hfefin^t match- 
es in a redshiruUp front, 
Norman Whiteside won vir- 
tually every ball in the air. 

Ahead after 24 -minutes 
thanks toltobson!sheadei; 
United went ahead in the' 
- tie with two gorils in two 
midutoseariy in ftesarind 
half. Robson made it 2-0, 
then Frank Stapleton got 
the third. Schuster went 
dose and Maradon a had a 
last-minute shot saved by 

si tb'tiartrsevtnth Eu- 
topean seirii-fiaaL 


Chelsea lay out the blue carpet to keep Hughes 


Mark Hughes is being offered a 
VIP package by Chelsea to per- 
suade him to sign a new two-year 
deal. The FA Cup finalists are 
pulling out all the stops (o keep 
Hughes, whose family have re- 
turned to the Manchester area. 

The offer would allow Hugh- 
es to spend much of the week 
up North with bee transport laid 
on to Londoa. Chelsea will 
give Hughes shuttle tickets and 
a chauffeur to pick him up 
from the airport on the days he 
is needed for training and 


games. The Wfelsh striker is like- 
ly to accept despite interest 
from Bolton and will commit 
himself before the final. 

One striker poised to leave his 
club is Mike Sheron, ready to 
follow Lou Macari out of Stoke 
City and sign for Queen's Park 
Rangers at the end of the sea- 
son for £25 m. Sheron wants to 
leave in the summer and QPR 
have reopened talks with Stoke 
to pair him with John Spencer. 

Stewart Houston, the QPR 
manager, is confident of success 


after Macari blocked a deal be- 
fore the deadline. 

Sheron knows there is a lu- 
crative deal ou offer at Loftus 
Road with £lm in signing-on 
fees alone. The former England 
Under-2l striker will be a like- 
ly replacement for Trevor Sin- 
clair, who is ready to move in 
the summer. 

Reading look likely to com- 
mit their management double 
act of Jimmy Quinn and Midi 
Gooding to two-year contracts 
after clear the air talks follow- 


ing a fax which apparently put 
them on the free transfer list. 
Quhm and Gooding met the 
chairman, John Madjeski ,to 
sort out the row and have 
agreed to the terms on offer. 

The pair were shocked to find 
a circular had been put out 
about them and immediately 
held crisis talks with their em- 
ployers. The dub claimed the 
fox was a mistake or a hoax, but 
two separate official letters had 
been sent with their names 
down as being released. 


Steffen Iversen, Tottenham’s 
£L6m Norwegian striker, is the 
latest White Hart Lane player 
to go under the surgeon's knife 
ana be ruled out for the rest of 
the season. Iversen was facing 
an operation last night to re- 
move a cyst from the inside of 
his kneecap. 

The Spurs manager, Gerry 
Francis, who had 13 senior 
players unavailable through in- 
jury for last Saturdays 1-1 draw 
at Aston Vfila, admitted: “We 
are getting used to this sort of 


thing. I am afraid.” Chris Arm- 
strong, John Scales, Ramon 
Vega and Darren Anderton 
are among the top players who 
have had long injury lay-offs at 
Spurs this season. 

Tb add to this theft former 
England Under-21 centre back, 
Stuart Netheroott, is also out for 
the remainder of the campaign 
after damaging knee ligaments 
in a reserve game. Francis has 
been forced to blood youngsters 
such as Paul McVeigh and 
Neale Fenn to cover the gaps 


and both could be in the side for 
tomorrow night’s rearranged 
Premiership game at home to 
Middlesbrough. 

The game has had to be 
squeezed in before interna- 
tional players report for World 
Cup duty at the weekend, so 
Middlesbrough would not have 
to play four matches in the last 
week of the season. Spurs could 
have both Anderton and the 
winger Ruel Fox, recovering 
from a knee injury, bade for the 
match. 


Litmanen 
is the 

threat to 

Juventus 

jari Litmanen will gel special 
treatment from a «ary Ju'en- 
tus today .when the hoUUnj 
meet Ajax in their European 
Cup semi-final second leg rerun 
of last year’s final. . . 

The Dutch team * tncKY Rnn 
has turned into something of an 
obsession for Juventus after 
scoring againsi the Italians in 
their two previous European 
Cup games in the pahl i U 
months, including the 
final in Rome. . 

The Juventus and Italy de- 
fender Ciro Ferrara made it 
clear who he and his_ team- 
mates consider the main dan- 
ger. "I think he [Litmanen| is 
pretty much outstanding. He s 
hard to control, he moves 
around a lot and finds the 
openings. He scored in Ams- 
terdam because he found the 
space while in Rome he took ad- 
vantage of one of our defensive 
errors," Ferrara said. . 

Litmanen expects to recover 
from an injury. “1*11 have a final 
fitness test at "the Delle Alpi to- 
morrow. I really hope to make 
it,” he said. . • 

The Italians woq 2-1 in Am- 
sterdam earlier in the month af- 
ter winning the pup on penalties 
last year. The task is by no 
means impossible for Ajax since 
Juventus beat Borussia Dort- 
mund 3-1 awav in.1995 and then 
lost 2-1 at the’Delle Alpi in No- 
vember that year. They arc un- 
beaten at home in the 
European Cup since that date. 

Juventus once again must 
do without Alessandro Del 
Piero who has a muscle injury. 
They also have Yugoslav mid- 
fielder Vladimir Jugnvic sus- 
pended for one match. Afcssio 
Tacchinardi. 21, replaces Ju.-. 
govic. 

Just as worrying for Juye. they 
also have nine players' facing 
suspension . from the final if 
they pick up another booking - 
a factor that coukl lead to a dose 
of caution. 

The Croat Alen Boksic. 
whose winner against Bologna 
on Saturday sent Juve six points 
dear in the league, will be the 
main target man up front along- 
side the young- Italy ’interna- 
tional Christian Vieri. . . 

Ajax are missing their'Dutch 
international stinker Patrick 
Hubert, who underwent augeiv 
on his knee two weeks ago and 
appears to haw played his last 
game for the club before joining 
Milan. The key defender Win- 
ston Bogarde appears, tp have 
overcome an ankle injure while 
winger Tijani Babangida has :i 
slight knee problem. 

The statistics prove only that 
both teams are hard to heat. 
Ajax have not lost an' awav 
match in the European Cup 
since the Champions’ League 
started in 1992 and have a 
habit of playing better away than 
at home, while Juventus have 
not been beaten by the Dutch 
team in Italy in three matches 
since 1975. 

Juventas tprabaWei: a Pbro; S Pomm. M 
lu&ano, C Fwrara. P Momern. A O Lmo. a 
T aoctnnsrtfl. Z Zidane. D Deschamps. c Vien. 
A Bokvc. 

Max (probable): £ Van bar San M AWchoL 
P j 1 ”?- F 0* Boa, W Bogarde; J Utmanen, 

A iManMnn P Tnl. 


Celtic and Burns desperate for success 


Tommy Bums is well aware of 
the importance of Celtic's Ten- 
nents Scottish Cup semi-final re- 
play against Frilknk, of the First 
Division, at Ibrox tonight. The 
Celtic manager is desperate 
for his team to crown their sea- 
son with only the second trophv 
in three years and save hfs 
managerial career in Glasgow. 

Speculation is rife about 
Burns’s future with a review of 
the “football department” by 
the chairman. Fergus McCmii, 
due at the end of the season. 
Celtic have virtually lost their 
duet with Rangers for the 
league title and now only the 
cup can bring some silverware 
to the club this season. 


Tom Boyd, the Celtic de- 
fender who lifted the trophy with 
Motherwell in 1991 and again 
with Celtic two years ago, says 
it is not a consolation prize. 

“It won’t be that if we win it, 
I can assure you. A major tro- 
phy like the Scottish Cup can 
never be described as that and 
there is a lot of history at- 
tached to the trophy and Celtic. 
The Scottish Cup final is the cli- 
max to the season and winning 
the cup can set you up for the 
summer and the foltewingyear. 
We all know what it would 
mean to the Celtic supporters,” 
Boyd said. 

What it might mean to Bums 
is more open to question with 


the portents suggesting that 
even delivering the trophy 
might not be enough to prevent 
a change of role at best for the 
40-year-old former midfielder. 

Bums has some decisions to 
make for his semi-final line-up 
with the new £Z4m signing. 
Tommy Johnson, who marked 
his full debut in the 1-1 draw be- 
tween the dubs 10 days ago with 
his first goal, likely to be fit 
again. Peter Grant and Malky 
Mackay are available after miss- 
ing the first game through sus- 
pension while the captain. Paul 
McStay, is battling for fitness 
after a groin injury. Enrico An- 
noni is rated more doubtful. 

Meanwhile Alex Tbtten, the 


Halkirk manager, has less to con- 
cern himself with - except the 
arguments that suggest a lower- 
division team never benefit from 
a second chance against the Old 
Firm in a cup-tie. 

“Everybody says you don’t get 
two bites at the cheny against 
the Old Firm but the fact is we 
must try and go one better 
than we did in the first match. 
I know we will have to be at our 
very best but I think we have a 
real chance of beating Celtic.” 

Tbtten will lean heavily again 
on the experience of the 33- 
year-old former England in- 
ternational Andy Gray, who 
excelled in the Ibrox atmos- 
phere last week. 
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Goodway makes way 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

The Oldham coach. Andy 
Goodway, has become the lat- 
est Super League casualty by 
leaving his job with eight 
months of his contract to run. 

Goodway will be replaced by 
the Australian Bob Lindner 
who was Oldham’s player-coach 
in 1994. His departure, which 
was described as being “by am- 
icable agreement”, but which 
was at the board's instigation, 
also sees his No 2, Alan Mc- 
Currie, leave Boundary Park. 

Oldham have won just one 
Super League game this season 
and their chairman, Jim Quinn, 
said: “Things have not been 
right behind the scenes since 
Andy threatened to quit after 
the defeat at Salford* 

Lindner, an Australian Test 
forward, will arrive by the end 


of the week, if work permit for- 
malities can be completed in 
time, and would then take 
charge for the home fixture 
against Halifax. Until then, the 
fitness conditioner, Andrew 
Jackson, and playeis Martin 
Crompton and Matt Munro 
will oversee preparations. 

Goodway is tne fifth Super 
League coach to go in the two 
months since the start of the sea- 
son, following Wigan’s Graeme 
West, Steve Simms at Halffax, 
John Dorahy at Whrrmgton and 
Castle ford’s John Joyner. 

A scan on the hamstring in- 
jury suffered by the St Helens 
centre Alan Hume has con- 
firmed that there is a tear, but 
he could still be fit for the Chal- 
lenge Cup final on Saturday 
week. Derek McVey, the Saints 
forward out of action since 
damaging ankle ligaments on 
Good Friday, has described his 
dxances of proving his fitness in 
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Napoli sack Internazionale-bound Simoni 


Gigi Simoni, the coach-elect of 
the Italian Serie A dub, In- 
temazionale. has been dis- 
missed by Napoli. 

The Neapolitan dub, offi- 
cially reacting to a streak of dis- 
appointing results but mostly 
angered by Simoni’s decision to 
leave the team at the end of the 
season, sacked the veteran 
coach on Monday and replaced 
him with the junior team train- 
er, Vincenzo Montefusco. 

Simoni, 58, became the sev- 
enth coach to be discharged 
during the present campaign. 
His dismissal came a few days 
after Intemazionale announced 
that he will coach the Milan 
team in the 1997-9S campaign. 


Simoni will replace Roy Hodg- 
son, who is . leaving In- 
tern azion ale to coach 
Blackburn. 

Napoli, who had climbed as 
high as to second place in the 
Italian League eanier this sea- 
son. are 13th following a streak 
of 10 defeats, inducting a 1-0 
home upset against Atalahla on 
Sunday. 

Fabio Capello, the Real 
Madrid coach who arrived in 
Milan yesterday for a two-day 
visit, has been linked with a re- 
turn to his former dub, Milan. 
Capello, who left Milan to join 
the Spanish dub last year, said 
be did not plan to meet the dub 
president, SOvio Berlusconi, or 


airy other club official during his 
stmr. However, Italian sports 
dailies insisted this week that an 
agreement for Capello’s come- 
back has been already reached. 

■ff returned to Milan to see 
my sons and to discuss some tax 
problems with my lawyers,” 
Capello told reporters. “I won’t 
discuss Milan's present prob- 
lems. At the moment I'm only 
thinking of a successful end of 
season with Real. The [Spanish 
League] title is close, but not 
certain. Until a final decision is 
taken, IT1 no longer discuss my 
possible transfer either in Italy 
or in Spain,” he said. 

The Italian coach, who led 
Milan to five league titles in five 


years, was welcomed by dozens 
of the dub’s fans who 'are anx- 
ious for him to return. 

Capello, whpse contract with 
Real Madrid runs until June 
1998, will have to discuss the 
terms for breaking his contract 
to return to Milan where he 
would once again succeed Ar- 
rigoSaochi. . 

Saochi, who coached Milan be- 
fore CapeDo until 1991. rejoined 
the Milan team last December, 
replacing the Uruguayan, Oscar 
Washington Thbarcz. 

However. Milan's results, un- 
der Sacchi's direction, have 
been worse than under Tabarez 
and the team is 11th in the 
league table and out of con- 


at Oldham 

time for Wembley as “better 
than average”. 

Mike Fozshaw, the former 
Wigan and WhkefieJd forward 
who has been playing for Sara- 
cens, has joined Bradford. 

The game in Australia has 
lost a major sponsor as the re- 
mit of a brawl in a televised 
match between two schools. 
The Commonwealth Bank - 
Australia’s second largest bank 
r- which has supported the 
knock-out competition between 
secondary schools since 1980, 
has slopped its £50,000 a year 
backing following a vicious 
punch-up involving two Bris- 
bane sides. 

“The bank does not con- 
done violent behaviour and 
found this completely unac- 
ceptable," it said in a statement. 

Tforelve players from one 
school have been suspended for 
periods ranging from one week 
to 12 months. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Monday’s late results 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: Coventry City 

1 flXWm 2) Arsenal 1 (UAlffit pen 19 ). 

OH VAUXHA 11 CON TTHEHCC. Hednesftxd 
Tow 0 WeBtng IMS {Morah 53 . S 2 . Tran 
60 ); StmsnagB Bokw 0 i 4 (Hayta 19 . Sod- 
* 50 . Mteon 66 . KW* 90 ) Rushden & Dia- 
monds 1 (Alton) 37 ). 

uramwuMUEPre^oMeio«eM- 
op Audttnd 4 Spanflymoor uuf l: Hyde UU 
OLanfiasiVC! 9 O.firMDmfli 0 iKAtfV 0 nUtd 
0 Bmdfofd Park Aueow 0 : FfcStoy CMC 0 
Raddrffe Borough L 

lOS LEAGUE Hrst Dtvtdon: Bognor RejSS 
Twm 1 Maldennead UtdOiOwAyiSTteme 
Utd 0 . 

FEDERATION BREWER* NORTH SIN 
USMBJE First DMskm; Bedln&on Tenters 
SConsett 2 ; tank Town 1 Morpeth 1 ; West 
Auckland 2 Wi«]y Town 7 . - 
UNU ETSUSSSiOOUNW LEAGUE FMtU- 
vfcfett Wck 8 Oalowod a 
PONTtNSLEAaJEPrantorDMalansBrTn- 
City 2 Doty County 3 ,' OMhem Ath- 
kfte lS»l*City 3 . nntOvUoE Aston VBa 
4 StaffieJd UUfrLelcestarCHvOPKstonNanh 
End 4 ; MOfefllMigiONatlsCaunly JL; Pm 
Vffle 1 Bleckpool 1 . Swnd DMekw: BrarJ- 
tortatyo Ceruse M li Bunney 1 Hun aty 
3 ;Qwc^ismi 2 Wrahpn Oi Mansfield Town 
OSfKMsfauryT<Nm 3 .ThMDta$( 0 n;MAijn 
■ Atwenc 2 Doncaster Rovos.l. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBWAIKM Fktt 
DtyWon; Bristol City 0 9 r©uon and How AJ- 
hon 2 ; Cheteaa 1 Oxford Utd 0 ; Queen’s Pax 
Rsn 0 « 2 Tctert^Ho«^ 4 ;am)oiTam 

2 fearidi Town 1 : Watford 2 Swansea City 
2l WMtHflm UU 1 Chatton AtMedc 4 . 
fiMfUSH LEAGUE: VHenda 1 (Ortega pan 
881 Ren! Madnd 1 iRaui 63 ). Loading pot*. 

Uacrtl (P 35 PS 80 ); 2 Barcsbra 
( 35 - 72 ); 3 Real Beds ( 35 - 71 ). 
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'^A new start for the old Championship and ‘SycT 


The anschronism that is the Chamnirwwi.- 

CtouDty Oianipionship throws nfaahlJ^^ hl £ in ^ rbe Dnret »g- 

qpen its ikXKS ft) tfte public oooe 
more thfc moramg, and once some 


public will be con- 


^amberhghts^^^ 
Same and we have to re- 


■ aicuduibntyby their absence. spond?vL»T^ i’? VB 10 **■ 


■ pump mj&re and more money 
nita the -game in this country. 




■uucunc-gBiov lu .Luis country Bnr fr.r .»T„ — ■ 


151 >!kii », ,lkf ' to it fittd lfcst matches seU out 

Vv.if,,! , faster . than ever before, the 

' hjj.jf L ” 1 County Championship plods 

1 u on s „ j on iff its otd peculiar way, de- 

> 1 :, lying the laws of good business. 

' J,* By this time next year, the 


P®”?* may find life uncomfort- 
able m the opening weeks. Phfl 
p unmoos, such a pivotal figure 
season, will not be available 
before the end of May. and they 


are considering fillin g his all- 
rounder's boots wMf Nfcfl John- 
son, a Sooth African. 

Should Leicestershire bat 
first today at Grace feoad, they 
are likely to be confronted by 
David “SycT Lawrence, playing 
. his first ryui j in 

five years. Lawrenqe, now 33, 
has made a most unJifcefy re- 
covery aftCT twfce leaking his 
kneecap. Ffagers wflj be crossed 
forapopular man aSfre charges 
in with that familiar all-in 
wrestling action of his. 

There are. as ever, a number 


Adam Szreter previews the opening 
games in tie county cricket season 


ofyoong players of whom great 
riimy are expected, pn d fhfe 
sumavcrtheyanseemtoplayibr 
' Surrey; their new captain Adam 
HbBioake; his baby brother Ben, 
England’s latest fast bowling 
hope Alex Tbdcr; Mark Batch- 
er, an opener already knocking 
on England's door. Surrey are so 
strong that, even without an 
overseas player, they can afford 
to leave die younger Hoffioake 


and Alistair Brown out of their 
side to lace Dermot Reeve’s 
Somerset at The Oval today. 

Reeve's former team-mates at 
Warwickshire might be back to 
something like their fighting 
weight, now that Allan Donald 
has returned to spearhead the at- 
tack. Under then new captain, 
Tim Menton, they are the book- 
ies’ early favourites. Today's vis- 
it to Cbnfifr will be a strange way 


to start for their latest acquisition, 
lfteleftftanded bat David Hen?), 
who last played for Glamorgan. 
Kent and Derbyshire, fourth 

and second respectively last sear 

son, will both be disappointed 
with anything less than a winning 
start. Somednng may have togive 
at Canterbury and Kent, with a 
new captain and a new coach, wffl 
bebopuig Paul Strang, their leg- 
spinning reauitiromZiniiabwe, 

win make all the difference. 

Itwould be no surprise to find 
Essex or Lancashire leading the 
way in the first few weeks. Lan- 


cashire, especially, have the staff 
to make mincemeat of most 
opponents and David Boon 
wnild have hoped for an easier 
start to his Durham captaincy 
than a visit to Old Trafford. 

At Chdmsford Essex entertain 
Hampshir e, for whom the Aus- 
tralian Matthew Hayden makes 
his debuL With Hayden, Robin 
Smith and the promising Jason 
Laney in their first five, Hamp- 
shire should not want be found 
wanting for runs this season. 

The Graeme Hick bandwag- 
on has already started to roll. 


and it does not normally take 
long for the England selectors 
todxmbaboaidAcoufdeofear- 
iy hundreds for Worcestershire 

should do the trick, and who bet- 
ter to start with than Notting- 
hamshire at Trent Bridge? 

And so to Hove, where ex- 
pectations are so low you almost 
expect to Hud Sussex have be- 
come a registered charity. Hav- 
ing lost six first-team players 
over the winter, finishing bot- 
tom may even prove beyond 
them. Northaraptonshire’take 
the first pot shots today. 


ns Knuckles down to 
grind of fame game 
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i.‘ he first time John Higgins 
). I met Alex Higgins, the 
■ .Hurricane left his mark. 
, Htgyoung Scot had just lost to 
.Tin3my_White and to get a word 
| rt fpgosolation from the great 
*“$3fij would have made a dif- 
. \ ftteoce. Instead he got: “If you 
; don’t learn to play with side, 
. you’ll never be in my class.” 
Those with a generous spir- 
_ itwould ascribe Higgins' words 
asa helpful hint or maybe a gen- 
. db nudge towards the toughness 
itqiiired to survive at snooker’s 
top table. John Higgins win haw 
none of it “I thought he would 
come up and say “bad luck, you 
played well*. He was one of my 


heroes, someone I looked up to, 
and be was slag gin g me off. I 
think he was wary because an- 
other Higgins was comin g 
along.” 

Higgins, 21, has long since 
moved out of Alex’s contro- 


Guy Hodgson on the snooker player 
changing his tune as well as his cue 


vecsial shadow. Indeed, with Ife* 
ter Ebdon already histoiy he 
represents the most likely play- 
er to wrench the World Cham- 
pionship from Stephen 
Hen dry s grasp. Last night, he 
was facing the wodd No -113, 
Graham Horne, after which 
Tcray Dragp and either Ken Do- : 
herty or Steve Davis are likely 
to provide the opposition. 

It is a path to the semi-finals’ 
that is well within the world No 
2’s compass and yet the expec- 
tation placed on his head is Jess 
than it has been for two years. 
In 1995 and 1996 he arrived as 
Hendry’s great danger, but lost 
to Alan McManus (10-3) and 
Ronnie O’Sullivan (13-12). The 
pressure is cm others. 

“I’ve left Sheffield twice feel- 


ing deeply disappanied and I 
don’t think people Jroect me to 
win it now, he. £a$L “The Gist 
time I just sat there watching 

Ahn ttrniKng all the things a -fan 

does. You know ‘this is where 
my heroes have -played’, or 
isn’t the Crucible small*. My 
mind wasn’t on the job at all. 

“Last year I. lost a a bad 
match to Ronnie. I was 10-6 
ahead and you shouldn’t lose to 
anyone from that position. It 
hurt me a fot The way I was 
playing I really thought I was go- 
mg to win the title.” 

The 1996-97 season has been 
a strange one for Higgins. He 
says his snooker is far short of 
the marie he knows he can 
achieve and yet he won the Eu- 
ropean Open in Malta in March 


McManus fights back from brink 


< ' Alan McManus, the world 
!- No 6, yesterday fought back 
.from the brink of a first-round 
[ defeat at the Crucible Theatre, 
L Sheffield, to beat his fellow 
Scot Billy Snaddon 10-9 in the 
deciding frame and reach the 
last 16 of the Embassy World 
.Championship. 

- When he trailed 8-4 and 9-8 
there appeared noway back for 
the 26-year-old Glaswegian. In 
m game lasting seven hours and 
frseven minutes, McManus was 
pneverin front until he potted the 


opening red of the deciding 19th 
frame. He went on to add a vi- 
tal run of 34 and later fluked the 
final brown to leave Snaddon re- 
quiring snookers. 

Snaddon will be kicking him- 
self for letting McManus escape. 
He began the match on Mon- 
day with a break of 131 during 
an early 3-0 lead. He finished 
the first session 5-3 np and 
continued to improve early on 
yesterday. 

Tfoo frames turned the match 
in McManus’s favour. A clear- 


ance of 65 from 58-0 down en- 
abled him to win frame 13 and 
be just managed to take the 14th 
when Snaddon, clearing up, 
potted the yellow onfy to see the 
. cue ball go in-off. McManus lat- 
er missed the pink, bnt so too 
did Snaddon, and by eventual- 
ly securing the frame 70-49 he 
was back in contention. 

Snaddon was to win only 
one more frame, the 17th. be- 
fore nerves and McManus’s re- 
lentless pressure finally finished 
him. 


and has earned more than 
£220000 in prize-money. This 
on top of changing hk cue at the 
turn of the year. 

Golfers might be fickle with 
j their dubs, but snooker players 
regard the tool of their trade as 
an extension of their arms and 
change them with great reluc- 
tance. Higgins had owned his 
since he was a child, but years 
of adding bits and replacing the 
tips had taken their toll and 
eventually the wrench had to be 
mad e. On the cue’s first outing, 
Hendry was beaten. 

If was not the onfy change. 
“When you are losing first- 
round matches it hurts a lot," he 
said. “You dismiss it as everyone 
goes through a bad patch, but I 
reft that something was wrong. 
Changing the cue is probably 
one of the best things I’ve done. 
I was experimenting too much, 
having bits chopped off or 
added on. It was sOfy. At the end 
of the day I wasn’t putting in the 
length and quality of practice I 
should've been doing. 

“1 was enjoying myself too 
much, going out at most week- 
ends having a laugh, which, as 
a professional sportsman in the 
□fiddle of a season, you can’t af- 
ford to do. You need to be a dif- 
ferent person, a different breed 
to become No 1. You need tun- 
nel vision, stay in every night, 
practise all the time.” - 

Hendry, of course, is his ex- 
emplar. “Stephen’s had a baby 
and that has changed him a lit- 
tle, bnt before that his life was 
snooker, snooker, snooker. If 




Eye on the table: John Higgins focuses on the world title 


I've been out the night before 
Fd wake up next morning think- 
ing maybe I can’t be bothered 
going to the snooker hall That’s 
maybe the difference between 
me and him. He'd be at the dub 
on a Sunday morning. 

“If Fm going to beat Stephen 
111 have to work as hard. You 
have a few years after snooker 
when I can enjoy myself. I have 
to pul that on the back burner.” 

Since January, Hi ggins has 


put in the hours on the practice 
table and if his first-round de- 
feat at the British Open three 
weeks ago was not encouraging, 
it might be attributed to the em- 
phasis he places' on the World 
Championship. He knows, he 
says, that his best form would 
put Hendry within his range. 

“Stephen did not play that 
well last year and he still won," 
he said. “Which shows he’s 
head and shoulders ahead of us. 


Photograph: AHsport 

I had the privilege of practising 
with him every day when 1 was 
younger and I know just how 
good he is. Were friends off the 
table, enemies on iL" 

As for Alex Higgins, the 
word “friend" seems unlikely to 
ever apply. “I expect he would 
rather be in my position now," 
be said with a snort If be wins 
the World Championship on 5 
May you can safely assume 
John Higgins is right. 


Waugh 

attacks 

England 


England’s leading cricket play- 
ers lack toughness and the 
hunger to succeed and do not 
combine well as a team, ac- 
cording to Mark Waugh, the 
Australian batsman. In com- 
ments likely to inflame old ri- 
valries in the upcoming Ashes 
tour. "Waugh predicted Aus- 
tralia would exploit those weak- 
nesses to record an easy van in 
the six-Tfest series. 

“I look at the England team 
on paper and think they are 
good players, bm they aren't 
tough enough or hungry enough 
on the field,” said Waugh in an 
interview in an Australian mag- 
azine published yesterday. 

“They don't play as a team, 
they worry about themselves. 
When you’re out there, you 
don’t feel you’ve got 11 guys 
against you,” Waugh added 
“Man for man they are not that 
far behind us, but they lack 
hunger.” 

Whugh, a veteran of 63 Tests, 
said England miss a quality 
spinner, dismissing Phil Tufhell 
as a threat. “Off-spinner Robert 
Ctoft is probably the best- 1 rate 
him highly. Phil Tufnell is back 
in the fray but I don’t see him 
as a danger. 1 see him as a fair- 
ly weak sort of player who re- 
lies on you to make a mistake. 
He's not going to get you ouL” 

But there was praise for one 
English cricketer - Yorkshire’s 
Darren Gough. “He’s always 
trying 100 per cent, having a go, 
trying a bumper, a slower balL 
If he starts bowling well, he’s a 
dangerous man because he can 
lift the rest of the team.” 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics ... 

BOSTON MARMHtiN: Mk 1 1 Aim (Ken) 

a* 10 mm 3»«oe a j kbibu (twijTuo^s: 

3 D Camn (Mart Woman 1 F RUM) 

(Oh) 2:2634: 2 £ Mtwer (SA) 237*®; 3 C 
Do Ruck (SA) 238:03. 


AMBBCAftWBUE; Boston 4 Nov • 

Yak Yankees 4 Okcae> WNte Sac 3; Detroit 
7 Tens & Anaheim STororxo 4 (12 Mngti; 
i Seattle 6 Kansas Cty 5. 

I HffiONM. UEMU£ PtiMefeM 10MMM01 

r 2: entrap cut* 6 nh> ywc Men 4. 

Basketball 

BWSPE4N CUJB CNNHnONStWS (Ram) 

, l niUtaUr QUmoJNtos Ptteut (Gti 74 
; Otatpja Uubftana (Stown) 66. 

f. Boxing 

t' IheUSS intrepid will see its first fight* 
L\ int hi decades next year when the re- 
!* tired aircraft carder serves as the 
ri irique site of the boxing competition 
• • ;. tor the Goodwill Games. A temporary 
3,300- seat arena wiH be set up on die 
y. ttwmous deck of the came? which 

docked on the New >Wr skte of the 

: Hudson River. The Games take dace 

,.r Jn New ’Ibriv City antf Long island from 
19 My-2 August 1991 

Cricket 

-• WWJosephs has stepped dwm after 
MW yews as chairman of the coun- 
ty campions. lexMStershae. ar^ wD 

i -4 b*t«3tecedbyRo^Go3a3y.Ctev«lCrt- 
Id tetmbeenTOixiinted clitgeireaJke. 

: ' v \ -US. IT!? i 


Aminda de SUva ended his Ttest ran 
drought vtftft atkneiy 79nbt outto lead 
' a Sri l3f*a fltftiback against Pakistan 
on the fourth day of the Ifest lest yas- 
tBiday. De Suva and Ms captain Aflu- 
na Rananinga. who struck 58, shared 
e tMrd-wfctet partnership erf 129, and. 
Sd Lanka ended the penuWmata day 
on 206 fcr 3 in theirsecand Innings for 
a lead of 158. 

BRSTTEST (Qataolm): Sri bsta, wkt»*M- 


and consequently the West Indies, who 
reached 145 for 3 at the dose In re- 
ply to India's ftst irwinff of 355, won 
the series because of their 38-ran win 
in the third fest in Barbados. 

_ _ rent*4av83): Waa 

Mias 146 tor 3 (S OanfepeU 5am). Krtca 
dtMM (WMttarfM «*i —Am WI). 


158 ram ahead of PWcttan. 

Fourth <S»KSrnx*am ion .. 
sn 1AW(A- M IRM 3S0 (H P 1H«nc 
103; SatfNn Musftttq S8BJ. 

MMSmN *7» HRMM1U3, 

Ssam hto* 5a SaoWn MuiWxj 51; M Mas- 
littaran &-SED. 

sre LAW* - S4C0WI Muff 

M S Aopoouc tanr h Snqfcan 25 

R P HvM C Ptozt 6 5oqH*> IB 

p A de SUM nor out 79 

tARBnmun*cRB«e«bMwnwo J» 

HPTBataratnenMOui 20 

Extras Ob-1 nb5) 

Total (Tor 3, 80 own, SaTrelo) aoe 

Mt 1-38 2-53 3-182. 

Bq 28-7-52-Z Musnoq Ahamed 23«47-l; M 
Mqtsba 15-533-0- 

Tfte West fodtes compteted a 1-0 wfn 
In their Test series agBinst India on Mon- 
day after the rein- ruined fifth and final 
match ended In an inevitable draw.Two- 
and -a- half days’ play were tost to ra n 


Football 

7.30 urtess stored 


Bournemouth hare given guan free 
transfers m two goalkeepers, Ian An- 
drews and David Wells, and the former 
West Ham forward Mark Vtetson. 

The Swiss International midfielder Alain 
Sutter has been transferred from the 
German Freiburg to Dallas Bum of Ma- 
jor League Soccer. 

Germany's coach Bert! Vfces has cafed 
three uncapped players for next 
week's Ufodd Cup qualifier against 
Ukraine; the Bayer Leverkusen sweep- 
er Jens Nowotny and the mktfieklers 
Sven Kmetsch and Jens Jeremies, of 
SV Hamburg and 1860 Munich re- 
spectively 

SWEZ»t8QUU>(WoildCBiquaattarvSoot- 
30 ApfeaBaliMpwK IM- 
too (NKSmeM**n). Urnm [PKGotoonbugi. 
Oofl>iidw«: P Anri nm op (Bongaa Mfinchen- 


m iwk Sahwfc — 
i OFK Gomandura. I 


W PM Sociedad). Sdnaz (FtaraittaJ, 1b- 
ora (ttona). Wtxan (LFK HBtdnexvs), Zotter- 
bw< (Andedadto- ****** IMnn OW 
Goawnlul). KAPdwnon (BotaBB). Mdh, 
P ot tom o n (boa> Bcxmaa W wtepd bMM. 
SbW»{ AKSoMJ. 

S3: 

Bwb (UerpooO. n—ptoa . Hapaa (both 

ttytaN. pwfo ium iomb«. mo* &*- 

OT. Y l faiaa (AoeriBO. OodBrd (Doncaner 
Bates). Boriw (UcfoooO. Smith lAraanoO. 
brim (Danrere Romb), Only, Broadbont 8xxh 
Aatnae. Bdre Pkneonr Beteu. BoeMar BM- 
•Wi UonamM. Omrta tCmptant. 


US CHAMPfONSHB* MATCH-PtAY TOUR- 
NAMENT (Ufca Oconee, Ganpal Rot- 
rountt D Lwe ffl txC Pawn; P Mfcteteon tx 
M O’Msem; F Couptes bt S Stricter T lafv- 
manMSHoch. 

Ice hockey 

Britain suffered disappointment in Pool 
B of the World Cheanptonshlp at Katowice, 
Poland, on Monday night v^ien they lost 
6-2 to Belarus. Most 3 the damags was 
done In the second period whan Belarus 
scored four times to go 5-1 up after An- 
dre Mato had put Britain level at 1-1. 
Doug McBnien puNed a {pel back In the 
tMrd period but It wee not enougi to pre- 
vent Britain’s fourth defeat m seven 
matches In the competition. 

WORUO CHANPIONSHP Pool B Otatawtec, 
PoR: Austria 2 Savraerfand 2; toahhstan 5 



of first serves 
’iSut of 22 - that Sons 

6-3, 7-6 




EUROPEAN C tff 
SEMMWLS SECOND US 
jurantual2)vAfK{l}^3Q — ~~- 
Manchester UULffS v BDartnmi UJ 

FACARierGP^gRaqL ■ 
Dortw v NofW Foredt (7 jW)— — 

SE2f»r-W-tH-nC7^ 

NA7WNWBE FOOTBAIi. IfAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION ^ - - - 

CrysW Macs v ReadW (7<4to — . 

WohMvCriiMferrt^S) 

BMWiwmcotwaicE 
Gauatmsd » Stevmmgd (7-*S> — — ■ 


NBOtedands 3; Botanfi-6 attain 2; FWand S 
Denmark 2. 


PW D L f APIs 

Batant* 7 7 0 0 48 21 14 

Kazakkatn 7 5 1 1 31 21 11 

initia lled 7 3 2 2 26 22 3 

Austria ; 7 2 3 2 22 22 7 

Poland 7 2 2 3 IS 24 3 

Mata 7 2 1 4 28 22 5 

Nottwtands 7 2 1 4 21 38 6 

Denmark 7 0 0 7 Id 44 0 

NHL Ctarf ey Cup p ta y offs : Pwlw i Coo- 
fdroooK Suffelo 3 2 (Buffalo leads 

best-oTaeven safe 2- Phdedetorts 5 Pto- 
bugi 3 (PhBstfetofib ieatto series 3-OJ. 

Ru^iy Union 

The Hafian ru^jy union federation an- 
noificedi«tatiByttw«8BowrTX)refor- 
dffiere to play In the domestic leagje 
next season while continuing to Impose 
limits on European players. Italian Se- 
rie A dubs vtouid be aiicwed two for- 
eign players in the championship 
Instead erf only one as under present 
rotes. 

Snooker 

WORLD CHAMPtOMSMP (The Crudble. 
Sheffield) Fleet romd: A McManus (Sco) br 
B Sneddon (Sco) 10-9; J Pamu (Eng) bt B 
Jones (Eng) 10-9. 


Rugby unfoa 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: RAF v Royal 
Navy am (at Tottenham). 


Sp eed way 

MONDWTS UOE RESUUS: pleader Les«M 
Cop: Enter 44 Mod 46; Rcedne 88 Sawuk 

23- 

Sqaasb 

Surrey’s Demry Meddne and MckTay- 
k>r of Lancashire wSI m5«a their debuts 
tor Engand in the Dunlop European 
Championships starting today In 
Odense. Denmark. Mark Calms, the 
British champion from Oxfordshire, 
leads The men’s squad, which also In- 
cludes Keffite Paul Johnson and the for- 
mer national champion, Stephen Meads 
of Berkshire. The women's squad fea- 
tures Linda Charman of Sussex, 
Gloucester's Bona Greaves, Jane Mar- 
tin of Northumbria and Kent's British 
champion, Sue Wnght. 

MONDAY'S LATE RESUTL& SRA NaUooM 
Lee p ie Hnaf: Mhsiftfehi Qectre Potters Bar 
3 Denham Vflne Queens Hatta. 2. 

UMe tennis 

Richard Ylile, the chief executive of the 
Er#8h Table ^ Tennis Association, has re- 
placed Mike Watts as tournament 


director of the World Championship, 
which starts in Manchester tomorrow 
Watts has been admitted to a Man- 
chester hospital with stress and ex- 
haustion conditions. 

'tennis 

MBTSttAYOOURTCHAMPIONSMPStQp- 

undo) Stages first raunfcMftodrf0«:(Afg) 
bt MallVai VfeEhbTsmn (US) 8-1 6-2: P Kor- 
da (Cz Rep) bt J Sabenstdn iUS) 2-66-44- 
3 (SatzensOen moratt tojura®-. J Stokertoere 
(Aus) bt S Stefan (Aim) 6-1 7-5: SStofle 
(Aral tit M Zabcteta (Arg) 6-3 7-6; 0 Gross 
toa) btVSpadea WS) frl 6-2; DrenSam- 
pinesn (Nerh) bt P Rednteson (Swe) 6-46- 
4; K Carbon (Den) bt R JabaU (Brt 4^8-2 
63. 

MONTE CARLO MENS OPEN First rannefc 
A Medvedev (Ukr) n N Kutb tSwe) 4-6 6-2 
6-3: FO»«(Sp)teT Johansson iSwe) B-l 

6- 2; M Roaset (Sat) bt R Carrutero {Spl 7- 
6 6-0: J &emertnk (Neth) In A Mebnov (Rus) 

7- 6 6-3; D Vacek (Cz Ret>) bt M TWmroom 
CSwel 6-1 63; A Corretja (Spl W N Mantes 
(Pot) 60 6-0: R Fudan do bl B Becsar (Get) 
1-6 63 7-6; M FteOppouseis lAus) bt H Gomy 
(Arg 61 7-6; A Berfflattfti fSp) la P Hmh> 
(Ne*h) 63 7-5; F Mantilla fSo) bt M Damn 
(Cz Rap) 61 61; A Costa (Sp> bt J Borkman 
(Sv«) 6-4 60; A Goudena in) M L Row (ft) 


61 62; MSoeh (G«d tt M WDOdAMta (Aus9 
36 7-5 7-5. Second rauafc M Lanaan (Smi 
tn P Sampras (US) 3-6 62 63: F Sareno 
(Fd btT Muster (Am) 62 7-6. 

UA WOMEN'S TOURNAMENT (Booma- 
moutfa) Stages, Bret round: S StodaD (GB) 
bt V Davies (GB) 66 62; L Lanmer |GB) bt 
KVitome-HoBand (GB) 4MB61 62; P Russeg- 
ger lAut) bt S Mawr (Ger) 61 61; L 
Woodroffe (GB) fat J Chaudruy IGB) 6-3 6 
3; A Janes (GB) bt K Eton (G8) 62 63; J 
Wtad iGB) bt H Mantwws (GB) 6-3 6-4; A 
Scharfediwn (Ger) M K Cress (G» 62 6 
2; NTiJssen INe»i) bt J Wood (GB) 62 62; 
J Umwa (Rus) tx Dren de Zande (BeO 62 
6-4: B Auer (Aul) br E Jetts (GB) 6-4 67 6 
3; D Muscotno (ArTO bt C Coombs (GB) 61 
62 LAW (GB) bt LPorWns (GB) 62 7-6: J 
PuOn (G8t bt H Farr (GB) 63 62: A Walrv 
*tW (G8) MJ Osman (G8) 60 62 L Offn 
(GB) M T Wng (l® 60 62 C Taylor 108) bt 
C Kramer (Ger) 64 36 62 
BUDAPEST WOMENS OPBI T0URNMHB4T 
Stages, fl rat mut M Marusha (Aut) bt An- 
drea Glass (Get) 6-4 5-7 63; R Dragxnjr 
(Rom) w A Gets 62 61: H Nanwa IShv . 


P Beeanm (Gad bt K Ksdwendt (Aul) 67 
62 6-4; G laon Garda (So) bt M De 9MEVdt 
(SA) 7-5 62 A Coener (SA) bt A Tenwswrt 
(Hung) 7-6 62 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Ftat W- 

vWott: Wick v TT«ae BrtdMs. 

PRESS AND JOURNAL M6WAND lEAflUE: 
R« WHam v Staim: HunOy v Oeuorotwste. 



Crickat 

BBTOUeaC ASSURANCE COUNIY CHAMP- 
IONSHB* (Art day of four 120 atari): 
Chatowfonfc Osar v Kampstere. CartfitC 
Glamorgan v WBnadtshrt. Cartartxay: Kant 
v Dartysmre. OM TraTont Lancashire * 
Durian. LdecatBRUlcesershaevSoucae- 
tnMte. Trent Bridge: Ntxttigwnshlre v 
WoreastBrefire. Trio Oval: Surey v Somawt. 
Hovk Sun v Norihampuantwe. 

OTHSt HRSFtoLASS MA1CMSS (Art day of 
Uweo;1130atBit3«Pe™art:CtwWtia»Ur*- 
vasty v tWOesa. toe P*r*K Cbtort ffwer- 


Itagoe One: Sale v London Irish (7J5).N»- 
tkmal Las0ie Fbrt North: Aspatna v Kendal 
(7J5). 

Speedway 

730 unless steted 

BRIT6H UNDER-SELCHAMnONSW FMAtS 
(7.45) (at Wig's Lyon). 

SPEEDWW STAR CUP: tab v Eastbourne. 
PREMIER LEAGUE KNOCK-OUT CUP: HUI 
v Sheffield. - 

AMATEUR LEAGUE: Long Eaten & Wohar- 
nampten v Exeter & Newport (7-45) <w Lang 
Eaton), 


HatUwwrMe Football Leagne 
First DMsfam 

1 Barnsley v Bradford Cty J. 

2 Resdng v Oktoam l 

3 Southend v Huddersfield X 

4 West Bromwich v Grimsby 1 

Aba ptagrtag (riot oo oot^ona}: Bftmlngiam 
CaywOfofdUa, Ouoan'sParkRaiB^ vTrarv 
mere Rovers, She&ld Utd vStefce Cty, Swin- 
don Town v Crystal Palace. Playin g Friday: 
Baton Wtendarera v Otertton Atteetc, Nonuch 
Cty v Manchester Cty, Portsmouth v tpsatch 
Town. Playing Sunday: Parr Vale v Wolver- 
hampton Wanderers. 

Second DtvMoe 

6 Blackpool v Brisud Rowrs 1 

6 Bournemouth v Wrwham Jt 

7 Bristol Cty v Plymouth J. 

8 Crowe v Chesterfiete 1 

9 M»«UvGaan0wn JL 

10 Nous County v Burnley 2 

11 Peterooroujji v Uiton X 

12 rero er riam v York. X 

13 Shrewsbury v Presteo 2 

14 Stockport v Wycombe — 1 

15 WafeaUv Brentford 2 

lfi Watford vBiay X 


Thkd Dtvtsioa 

17 Brighton v Doncaster 1 

18 Cardrfl v Cartsle J. 

19 Colchester v Nart ha ns»mn X 

20 Saeter v Chaster. 2 

21 Fulham v Hid 1 

22 HardepOQi v Barnet X 

23 Layton Oners v ite reTord 1 

24 Mansfield v Darirgon - -1 

25 Rochdale v Cambrnge ~2 

26 Scartxxoudt v Lneotn X 

27 Scunthorpe v Swansea 2 

28 Torquay v Wigan 2 

GM VmixbaU Cooferenca 

29 Atnndiam v Kettering 2 

30 Famboroutfi v Hednesfort. 1 

SI Hayes v Bah City. 1 

32 HtfflemStgMr v Southport. 1 

33 Macoeshew v Bnans^ove — 1 

34 Morecambe v Sioutfi X 

35 Nontwricri vWotang X 

36 Rrohden v Ha Ufa* J. 

Also Maytag (not on caapood): Stawiaga 
v Stelybnrige; Tefiord v Dm«r; WaNng v Gaes- 
head. 


BeTTs Scottteb Laatgne 
First IXvfadoB 

37 AWne vSortngAWon X 

38 Clydebank v Morion 2 

39 Dundee v Patrick i 

Also playing (not on coupons): Faflurk v St 
Johnstons, a Mirren v East Rte. 

Second Dhrtsloa 

40 Ben.** i» Clyde 2 

41 Brechin v Stenhousatnur 2 

42 Hamilton v Ayr X 

iat flr PaiK ModatwaU 

43 Quean or me South v LMngaon X 

44 Stranraer v D u m b armn l 

Tfelrd Division 

45 AUoa v Montresa j. 

46 Cowdenbeath v Inverness CT 2 

47 East Suing v Queen's Park x 

4B Fbriar v A*»on FJwera 1 

49 Ron County vAbroath t 

Far d rewr. G c unu d v Huddars fe M. Boume- 
mouth v wwam. Nonrwfch v Wotav. 
Hamilton v Ayr, 

Ten h o mes: Barnsley. Bnstel Cty. Crewe. 
Bn^tavt. Futoam. Kldoarirwater. Uaoctesftrid. 
Atrdrie. Stranraer. Afloa. 













Four men in a boat 

Redgrave and Pinsent 
take their partners, page 28 



The Glory Games 

Old Trafford’s Euro nights 1 
to w»mpmher. page 30 ^ 


Old Trafford has Dortmund at a di 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 

Buraeva Dortmund will arrive 
at Old Trafford tonight with 
reason to be envious. It will cot 
be the vast, teeming stands 
which make them jealous, Dort- 
mund have an impressive 
ground of their own. Nor will it 
be the glittering opposition, 
DortrauaJ have in lema Donate in 
abundance. 

What United bave ; and Dort- 
mund lack, fe the knowledge that 
barring a series of bizarre results 
thev will be in next season’s 


Champions' League regardless 
of the result in this season’s 
semi-final second leg tonight. 

United, in beating Liverpool 
on Saturday, all but confirmed 
their place as one of the dite 
eight automatic entrants. Dort- 
mund also played theirbiggest 
rivals at the weekend but could 
only draw at home to Bayern 
Munich. They now trail Munich 
by six points with six matches to 
play. Nor can Dortmund even 
be sure of reaching the quali- 
fying round as the Bundestign Is 
second-placed club. They are 
currently third, three points 
behind Bayer Leverkusen. ■ . 


The difference is important 
for tonight’s match wfllj proba- 
bly be decided by the subse- 
quent reactions of the two sides. 
\Vfl] United, knowing they have 
a second chance next year, and 
having got as far as anyone ex- 
pected this time, be able to re- 
lax and play their natural game 
as they did in thrashing Porto? 
Or will they lose their edge? 

Will Dortmund *- who have 

a number of okkx players - have 
their resilience stiffened by the 
thought that this may-be their 
last chance of gbiy? Qrwill dial 
unnerve them? 

Dortmund have one other 


reason to envy United. The 
German champions, as in the 
first leg, have much greater in- 
jury problems. The talismanic 
Matthias Sammcr, suspended 
the first rime, is injured, as are 
fellow defenders Julio Cesar, 
Rene Schneider and Stefan 
Freund. Jurgen Kohler, who 
missed the first leg through in- 
jury, and the Ghanaian striker, 
Ibrahim Tanko, were both on 
the sick list last ni gh t and were 
left in Germany, although they 
both hope to fly into Manches- 
. ter this morning. Even if Thnko 
is fit he will probably start on 
the bench, as both Karlheinz 


Riedle and StSphane Cbapuisai 
are fit. 

United, having rested four 
players on Saturday, pick from 
an almost frill squad Only the 
suspended Roy Keane is un- 1 
available, and themanager Abac 
Ferguson's concern is whether to 
start with Ryan Giggs, fit again, 
along with David May and De- 
nis Irwin, and retain Ronny 
Johnson at the back after his dis- 
play against Liverpool 

But Dortmund . do have 
something precious which Unit- 
ed covet. They have Rene 
Tretschok’s first-leg goal. The 
goal means Dortmund need 


only score once to make Unit- 
ed score three times. United 
may have done that against 

Iiveqxwl but it is hard, though 


«ee of concentration and dc- 
Rut there has 


fence marshalled by Kohler 

and Stefan Reuter defending as 

badly as'LiverpooI did. 

So United wul have m be car&' 
fill as fluey roar .forward. One sBp 
at die beck and the dream of en>- 
uJa&gthel968wiimenBover. 
But not too careful. “I don't 
think weTT be good at being re- 
ally patients trying to make sure 
they don’t score mid worrying 
abort losing a goal” Ferguson 
sakL There has to be a high de- 


to besomethmg 

which reflects Manchester Unit- 

Stiie al^pfthete^ 

“We want the level ot per 
fonnance we showed agjmst 
Porto. We’re capable of J#. J 
keep- saying to these players 

“Reach your capabilities . 

IXMtmund are also unlikely 
retreat into their shells, despite 
their advantage. “Our one goal 
won’t be enough," them coach, 

Dttmar-Hitzfeld, said. “ Vfe wiU 

need to crime out and attack and 

I think we will need one or two 

more goals to get to the final. 


indeed both teams arc at- 
nature and the gd 
S^jpi tchfifarhctienhan 

Dortmund’s -which aHected the 

qjjjjtv of the first match. Urut- 
the capacity to vpn but 
may come w rue the chances 
thev missed a fortnight apv 
Fercuson knows that United 
have been slow starters in En- 

ropc,butbelk^h«yom^ 

have learnt valuable 1 rasomfc 
“It's not like gomg into the tdif 
lure chamber, its not that 
painful.” he said. “They start to 
Siicw it." It remains to be seen 
whether their enjoyment will 
last until the Final whistle. 


Brighton 
end the 
weeks of 
feuding 


ALAN NIXON 


Dick Knight took over as chair- 
man of Brighton yesterday and 
immediately announced plans 
fora state-of-the-art 25.000-seat 
stadium in two years' time. 

After 20 weeks of mediation, 
the Brighton dispute was final- 
ly resolved by a restructurin§ of 
the dub. A 'new shareholding 
was agreed, allowing the Knight 
consortium and the present 
owners, including Bill Archer, 
to own a 49.5 per cent stake 
each, with the McAlpine di- 
rector. Martin Perry, taking the 
remaining one per cent. 

Paul Gascoigne has played 
down suggestions that Walter 
Smith is ready to bring the 
England midfielder's Rangers 
career to an end. Smith has ac- 
cused Gascoigne of tarnishing 
the club's image with his off- 
field exploits. The manager’s 
comment has fuelled specula- 
tion that he is ready to sell Gas- 
coigne, whose contract has a 
year to run, in the summer. 

However. Gascoigne, who 
has been left out of England’s 
squad for next week’s World 
Cup qualifier against Georgia, 
said: ‘"I don't know what all the 
fuss is about. I’ve spoken to 
Walter and everything is brand 
new." But not his contact, 
presumably. 

Jack Walker, the owner of 
Blackburn Rovers, has put a 
block on Graeme Lc Saux leav- 
ing the club and moving to Ar- 


senaL Walker is digging in his 
heels over the unsettled left- 
back who was brought back into 
the Rovers side against 
Sheffield Wednesday last night. 

Le Saux was dropped last 
week and trained with the re- 
serves after fallin g out with 
Rovers’ caretaker manager, 
Tony Parkes. However, Walker 
has insisted that the England de- 
fender cannot go despite inter- 
est from Arsenal 

Jorge Cadete, Celtic’s Por- 
tuguese striker, has escaped 
with a reprimand from the 
Scottish Football Association af- 
ter he threw his jersey into the 
crowd at the end of a league 
match with Dunfermline last 
month. Hie SFA disciplinary 
committee told him of their “ex- 
treme displeasure" at his dis- 
regard of an instruction from 
police not to stir up the fans. 

Scotland's coach, Craig 
Brown, is likely to witness at 
dose hand the man who has 
recently gained such a reputa- 
tion in England for his man- 
marking skills. His Swedish 
counterpart. Tommy Svensson, 
has recalled Leicester's Fontus 
Kamark to his squad for the first 
time in 18 months for the 30 
April World Cup qualifier be- 
tween the two in Gothenburg. 
Svensson was no doubt im- 
pressed by the dose-marking job 
Kamark did on Middles- 
brough's Brazilian inspiration, 
Juninho, in the Coca-Cola Cup 
final and the replay. 

Swedish squad. Digest, page 31 
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In the groove: Pakistan’s Saqlan Mnsfrtaq leans into his drive during his innings of 58 on the fourth day of the first Test against Sr! Lanka in Colombo. The tourists were 
out for 378 in reply to Sri Lanka's first-innings total of 330 Photograph: 
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Setback for Becker 
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Tuesday's Solution 


□ □□UHiimn 
SDBCJHHOQS OBBOE 
QJQUIIUUHGl 
□□□HQ nDBBEIBDDB 

□ □ U in n B 

LI □ IQ (II Uilld □□□EUHQC3 

□ m □ □ a E 

LIBHBQEJL] □UQQ1HQC] 
n Ci D D IQ U 
□BBBQBUDU HBHIQB 

hqqqbqdiej 
amino umuonBoau 

□ HQEJBUBB 
amnnnyBBBranHra 


IIHIIIH iillll! 



ACROSS 

l Best prayer in unorthodox 
church 1 12) 

4 Hot-rod driver, once com- 
mon in shipyards (7) 
li) Not well, having broken a 
leg under the counter (7) 
I! Old and new (4) 

12 Thrills in punts? (5) 

13 Wine among the last im- 
ported (4) 

16 In favour of raclodv from 
_ Kismet (7) 

1 7 One is put into orbit for a 
> brighter outlook (7) 

IS Delivery sales slip (7) 

21 Sad for music ians, having 
„ no head for sherry (7) 

23 Can of beer down under 
Subway (4) 

-4 Strength of foreign wines? 


25 bithksUte.university- 
headgear is back to front . 
(4) 

2S One of those eastern dishes 
sometimes preferred to sul- 
tanas? C 7) 

29 Vocabulary of Roman law 
figure (7) 

30 Go mad in such a store? 1 - 
112 ) 

DOWN 

1 Golfer turning toper, per- 
haps, having got a four? 


Common grub found 
among wheat-stalks (4) 
End of measure to deci- 


pher linear B (3-4) 

Slow sort of charge io de- 
ceive the French' {7) 
Bank of river on cathedral 
city (4) 


centre? (7) 

7 Escalation in favour of 
time-share (13) 

8 Half the doings disgiriseri 
in this skfll? (722,4) 

14 Does this game bird have 
cold feet? (5) 

15 I need the end of good to 
turn me on (5) - 

19 American banknotes used 
in the Savoy? (7) • 

20 Brake dcsdy-packed; 
leaving son behind (7) 

21 Rest upon accomplished 
fiction (7) 

22 Scotch governor a learn- 
er when producing light 

( 7 ) 

26 Magpie with abnormal ap- 
petite (4) 

27 Former wife, with sex ap- 
peal giving vent (4) 


Tennis 


Boris Becker made an inauspi- 
cious start to bis clay-court sea- 
son when he lost in the first 
round oE the Monte Carlo 
Open yesterday. The former 
Wimbledon champion was 
beaten 1-6, 6-3, 7-6 by Italy’s 
Renzo Furl an. 

Back on day for the first time 
in a season so far marred, by in- 
juries, Becker made a good start 
but soon found it difficult adapt- 
ing to the slow surface and 
bowed out in just over two hoars. 

The loss may not be a sur- 
prise ance Beaker, ranked 12th 
in the world, only resumed 
playing in Tokyo last week af- 
ter a two-month break because 
of tendinitis. He had also com- 
plained of thigh pains in Tokyo. 

But the defeat, in only his 
sixth match this year, was a fur- 
ther setback for the German, 
who has lost three finals in 
Monte Carlo. 


“He was very good in the first 
set, especially at the net And 
then he started playing poorly 
and I realised I only needed to 
play solid tennis,” Fnrlan, 
ranked 65 in the world, said 

“Its a big disappointment be- 
cause I was so dose to a win but 
to be so close when I served so 
poorly was a surprise," Becker 
said. 

Two other players whose sea- 
son has been hampered by in- 
jury are Britain's Tim Henman 
and Greg Rusedski They were 
back on the practice courts at 
Queen’s Club, London, yester- 
day searching for full fitness. 

Henman, who last played in 
the Upton Championships in 
Key Biscayne five weeks ago 
when be lost to Spanish quali- 
fier Julian Alonso, has remained 
at No 15 in the world, although 
several of his closest rivals have 
narrowed the points gap. Rused- 
ski has played just two match- 
es in. two- comeback attempts 
since hurting his wrist in die San 


Jose final against Fete Sampras 
inE£biuary,butbe has dropped 
only four places, from 36 to 40. 

Arthroscopic surgery appears 
to have healed Henman's right 
elbow, and he felt no pain yes- 
terday. “There was no pain 
whatsoever, which is a pleasing 
sign," he said 

Now he wiR continue to prac- 
tise regularly, although be does 
not intend to play in any tour- 
naments until the Italian Open 
in Rome in mid-May. Ruseds- 
ki was hoping to get back ear- 
lier than Rome but is still 
undecided about his plans. 

While Henman and Rused- 
ski are timbering up again, An- 
drew . ‘ Richardson, the 
Lincolnshire left-hander, has 
gone up 2S places in the world 
ranking; from 262 to 234. 

This follows his exploits in the 
ATP Tour .event in Tbkyo last, 
week when be came through the 
qualifying rounds and then beat 
Sweden’s Tomas Nydahl in the 
first round of the main draw. 


Woods proud to be ‘CablinasiarV 


Pnhw, “6 It-C I Cuada Square,! C*aaiy Wharf. London EwroL^i«nicJrtMoiwO^ W«,Si 


Uhw Ri'jJ. W.t||.nd 
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MARYDEJEVSKY 

reports from Washington 

Tiger Wbods, the new darling 
of the US media following bis 
record victory in the US Mas- 
ters 10 days ago, is using his 
new-found celebrity to dent - 
ever so gently -his overnight el- 
evation to blade sporting icon. 

Asked by the almost equally 
popular black television inter- 
viewer, Oprah Winfrey, whether 
it bothered him to be called. 
‘African-American" - the cur- 
rent politically correct term for - 
blade people m America - 
Woods replied: “It does... Tm 
just who I am, whoever you sec 
in front of you." • 1 

He said that as a child, he 


coined a term, “Cabl in as i a n *’ to 
describe his background, a blend 
of Caucasian, bIack,IncGan and 
Asian. His father is black and his 
mother Thai but Woods is ac- 
tually one quarter blade, one 
quarter Thai one quarter Chi- 
nese, one-eighth white and one- 
eighth Native American Indian. 
He has taken his mother’s reli- 
gion. Buddhism. 

That he was immediately 
hailed as the first “black” Mas- 
ters champion reflects the US * 
craving to find black success sto-. 
lies. But it has also prompted 
comment: why, asked one let- 
ter-writer to a majornewspaper, 
was Wbods not hailed as the first 
“Asian" Masters victor? . 

.And in an incident that 
fhowedwfaat black golfers might 
be up against on the professional 


circuit, one of America's best- 
known golf personalities. Fuzzy 
Zoeller, was forced to apologise 
on national television for off- 
hand. remarks he had made 
about Woods to a reporter from 
the news channel CNN, which 
were not broadcast at the time. 

ZoeDer. had called Woods 


that he hoped he would not or- 
der fried chicken for the cham- 
pions 7 dinner next year. Chooang 
the menu is the prerogative of the 
reigning champion and fried 
chicken Is considered the staple 
food of poor black Southerners. 

Qearjy embarrassed, Zodler 

apologised; he said that everyone 
on the circuit knew him as 
a joker and his remarks were not 
intended, to be ‘racially deroga- 
tory”. 
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